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A concise summary of significant developments in Israel and the world through a grounded
Christian worldview.

Israel & Jerusalem

Despite ongoing missile fire, Israel is preparing to reopen schools in lower-risk areas
equipped with adequate shelters, demonstrating resilience amid conflict (Times of Israel).
Meanwhile, Canadian political tensions are rising as MP Melissa Lantsman criticizes Prime
Minister Carney’s withdrawal of support for the war in Iran, highlighting fractures within
international alliances (JNS). The complex geopolitical landscape is further complicated by
recent US and Israeli attacks on Iran, which have escalated regional conflict and drawn
widespread attention (BBC News).

Casualty reports indicate that most victims of the US-Israeli strikes on Iran are civilians,
raising serious humanitarian concerns amid ongoing military operations (Al Jazeera). In
Australia, legal proceedings continue as lawyers for the accused Bondi Beach shooter seek
to suppress family names due to intense global media interest following the terror attack
that claimed 15 lives (Times of Israel). Discussions also speculate on Iran’s future,
considering whether the regime’s fall might realign the country as a Western ally (JNS).

Wars & Security (Israel and Region)

Iran continues its aggressive drone and missile strikes targeting civilian infrastructure and
US military bases across the Persian Gulf, impacting Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Bahrain, and
the UAE, thereby intensifying regional instability (Long War Journal). Concurrently, rockets
struck the US Embassy in Baghdad following threats from Iraqi Shiite militias in response
to Israeli strikes on Hezbollah positions in Lebanon, underscoring the conflict’s expanding
front (Long War Journal).

Lebanese authorities are considering legal action against Hezbollah’s chief amid escalating
violence on Israel’s northern front, reflecting the war’s deepening political ramifications (
FDD). Simultaneously, US-Israeli airstrikes have targeted pro-Tehran militias in Iraq,
though no party has claimed responsibility, highlighting the covert nature of ongoing
operations (FDD). Iran has also escalated attacks on the Kurdistan Region of Iraq, striking
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https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/03/iran-continues-striking-civilian-infrastructure-and-us-bases-in-the-gulf-march-7-8-updates.php
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https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2026/03/08/lebanon-weighs-legal-action-against-hezbollahs-chief-as-israels-northern-front-turns-deadly/
https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2026/03/08/action-on-another-front-strikes-on-pro-tehran-militias-in-iraq/


Erbil and Sulaimani Governorates and causing civilian casualties, further destabilizing the
region (Long War Journal).

The renewed war between Israel and Hezbollah has resulted in over 500 targets struck in
Lebanon, with evacuation orders issued as hostilities intensify following Hezbollah’s March
2 attack on Israeli territory, marking a significant escalation in the conflict (Long War
Journal).

Global Macro & Geopolitics

India reportedly granted sanctuary to an Iranian ship days before it was sunk by US forces,
revealing the complex diplomatic maneuvers preceding the US-Israel war on Iran (BBC
News). Meanwhile, speculation grows over the possible execution of Iranian general Esmail
Qaani for espionage, though Tehran has not confirmed these reports, highlighting internal
tensions within the regime (France24).

French President Emmanuel Macron’s visit to Cyprus aims to strengthen regional security
amid the ongoing Middle East war, with France deploying warships following drone attacks
on Cyprus (France24). On a different note, social issues have arisen globally as a bag of
cannabis and cash was accidentally donated to a New Zealand charity shop, leading to the
arrest of two teenagers (BBC News).

In Cambodia, new naturalization records challenge narratives surrounding citizenship and
crime within the ruling family, while Hong Kong faces international scrutiny following
Jimmy Lai’s 20-year sentence, signaling a decline in press freedom and the city’s global
status (The Diplomat; The Diplomat).

Pestilence & Global Health

Recent scientific breakthroughs have revealed how the body’s TRPM8 sensor detects cold
and menthol, enhancing understanding of sensory biology and potential therapies (
ScienceDaily). Ancient DNA analysis of a 4,000-year-old sheep has uncovered early plague
strains, offering insights into the spread of disease across Eurasia (ScienceDaily).

Scientists have identified Aurora-related kinase 1 (ARK1) as essential for malaria parasite
replication, opening avenues for novel treatments to halt disease transmission (
ScienceDaily). Additionally, the discovery of a bacterial kill switch involving viral proteins
that disable MurJ offers promising strategies against antibiotic-resistant superbugs (
ScienceDaily).
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A shingles vaccine has demonstrated potential to slow biological aging and reduce
inflammation in older adults, suggesting broader health benefits beyond disease
prevention (ScienceDaily). Innovative research is also engineering bacteria to consume
cancer tumors internally, presenting a novel approach to cancer therapy (ScienceDaily).

Natural Disasters & Signs in the Heavens

Recent seismic activity includes a 1.4-magnitude earthquake near Toyah, Texas, and a
1.3-magnitude event east of Big Pine, California, both recorded by USGS, indicating
ongoing low-level tectonic activity (USGS; USGS). Additionally, a 1.6-magnitude quake
occurred south of White City, New Mexico, further highlighting regional seismicity (USGS).

NASA commemorates 100 years of modern rocketry, reflecting on historic milestones and
ongoing aeronautical research opportunities that continue to advance space exploration (
NASA; NASA). Weather forecasts warn of critical fire weather in the Plains and severe
thunderstorms with heavy rain in the Mid-South, underscoring the need for vigilance in
affected areas (weather.gov).

Middle Eastern Artifacts

The Israel Antiquities Authority continues to publish findings from Jerusalem’s Giv’at
Shapira site, offering valuable insights into the region’s ancient history through detailed
documentation of artifacts (Israel Antiquities Authority; Israel Antiquities Authority).
Meanwhile, the Israel Museum has relocated key archaeological artifacts to secure
locations amid current war restrictions, while providing virtual access to exhibitions such
as “The Girl Who Wrote” (BiblePlaces; BiblePlaces).

Reflection

We should interpret these developments soberly, resisting both panic and apathy while
attending to what is true. Our aim is prayerful discernment—grounding convictions in
Scripture and keeping watch with steadiness and hope.
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