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This study guide provides an educational overview of Psalms Chapter 99 using a verse-by-
verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Psalm 99 is a powerful declaration of God’s sovereign reign and holiness. It stands as a
majestic hymn celebrating the Lord’s kingship over all the earth, emphasizing His justice,
holiness, and the reverence due to Him. This chapter contributes to the flow of the Psalter
by reinforcing the theme of God’s righteous rule, a reminder to the faithful that God is
both exalted and intimately involved in the governance of His people. Readers should
watch for the repeated emphasis on God’s holiness and the call to worship Him with awe
and reverence, as well as the highlighting of His justice and faithfulness through the
mediation of His chosen leaders.

Context

Psalm 99 is part of the group of Psalms known as the Royal Psalms, which focus on God’s
kingship. It follows Psalm 98, which celebrates God’s salvation and righteousness, and
precedes Psalm 100, a call to joyful worship. The immediate literary context is a
continuation of praise for God’s reign, but Psalm 99 uniquely emphasizes God’s holiness
and justice. Historically, this Psalm reflects the covenantal understanding that God is the
true King of Israel and the nations, ruling with justice and mercy. The key speaker is the
Psalmist, who leads the community in worship and remembrance of God’s attributes. The
setting is likely the temple or a communal worship gathering, where the people are called
to exalt the Lord and remember His righteous acts through the mediation of Moses, Aaron,
and Samuel.

Outline

Psalm 99 can be divided into three main movements. The opening section (verses 1–3)
proclaims the Lord’s reign and calls for His exaltation above all peoples. The middle
section (verses 4–5) focuses on God’s holiness and the appropriate response of worship
and trembling before Him. The final section (verses 6–9) recalls God’s faithful leadership
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through His chosen mediators—Moses, Aaron, and Samuel—and concludes with a call to
exalt the Lord, who answers prayers and forgives sins. Each section builds on the previous
one, moving from the declaration of God’s kingship to the demonstration of His justice and
mercy through His servants, culminating in a communal call to worship.

Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1–3: The Psalm opens with a strong declaration that the Lord reigns as King,
clothed in majesty and strength. The imagery of the Lord being “exalted” and “mighty”
sets the tone for the entire Psalm. The call for the peoples to praise His great and
awesome name emphasizes the universal scope of God’s kingship and the reverence due
to Him.

Verses 4–5: These verses highlight God’s holiness, a central theme in this Psalm. The Lord
is described as “holy” and “awesome,” and the people are called to worship Him in the
“splendor of holiness” and to tremble before Him. This section underscores the
transcendence of God and the appropriate human response of reverence and awe.

Verses 6–7: The Psalmist recalls the role of God’s chosen leaders—Moses, Aaron, and
Samuel—who served as mediators between God and Israel. These figures called on the
Lord and received answers, demonstrating God’s faithfulness and justice. Their
intercession and leadership are highlighted as examples of God’s righteous governance
and mercy.

Verses 8–9: The Psalm concludes with a direct appeal to God’s justice and mercy. The Lord
is described as forgiving sins and answering prayers, reinforcing His role as a just and
compassionate ruler. The final call to exalt the Lord and worship at His holy mountain
brings the Psalm full circle, inviting the community to respond to God’s kingship with
worship and praise.

Key Themes

The holiness of God is a dominant theme in Psalm 99, emphasizing that God’s nature is
pure, set apart, and worthy of reverence. Closely related is the theme of God’s kingship,
which portrays Him as the sovereign ruler who governs with justice and power. The Psalm
also highlights the role of mediation, showing how God works through chosen leaders to
guide and intercede for His people. Finally, the themes of justice and mercy are
intertwined, illustrating that God’s reign is not only powerful but also compassionate and
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responsive to His people’s prayers.

Cross-References

Psalm 99’s emphasis on God’s holiness and kingship resonates with Exodus 15:11, where
God’s “glorious holiness” is celebrated after the deliverance at the Red Sea. The reference
to Moses, Aaron, and Samuel as mediators connects with Numbers 12:7, which speaks of
Moses’ unique relationship with God, and 1 Samuel 12, which recounts Samuel’s
leadership and intercession. Isaiah 6:3 echoes the call to worship God in holiness, with the
seraphim declaring “Holy, holy, holy.” Finally, Revelation 4:8 reflects the eternal worship
of God as holy and sovereign, linking the Psalm’s themes to the New Testament
understanding of God’s eternal reign.

Application

For modern disciples, Psalm 99 challenges believers to recognize and honor God’s
sovereign rule in all areas of life. This means cultivating a posture of reverence and awe
toward God’s holiness, acknowledging that He is set apart and worthy of worship. The
Psalm also encourages reliance on God’s justice and mercy, trusting that He hears prayers
and forgives sins. Additionally, it invites believers to appreciate the role of spiritual leaders
and intercessors, reminding the church to support and pray for those who mediate God’s
guidance. Ultimately, Psalm 99 calls for worship that is both joyful and reverent, rooted in
the recognition of God’s majestic and holy kingship.

Summary

Psalm 99 is a majestic proclamation of God’s sovereign reign, holiness, and justice.
Structured around a call to exalt the Lord, it moves from declaring His kingship to
emphasizing His holiness and the faithful mediation of Moses, Aaron, and Samuel. The
Psalm concludes with a call to worship and trust in God’s mercy and justice. It invites the
faithful to respond with reverence and praise, recognizing that the Lord alone is the holy
King who governs with power and compassion.
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