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Study Guide: Psalms - Chapter 87

This study guide provides an educational overview of Psalms Chapter 87 using a verse-by-
verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Psalm 87 stands as a unique and poetic celebration within the Psalter, emphasizing the
special status of Zion as the spiritual birthplace of nations. It contributes to the book’s flow
by highlighting God’s sovereign choice of Jerusalem as the foundation of His covenant
community, extending beyond Israel to include all peoples. Readers should watch for the
imagery of birth and citizenship, the exaltation of Zion, and the joyful declaration of God’s
universal blessing through this city.

Context

Psalm 87 is part of the collection of Psalms often attributed to the Korahites, a Levitical
guild responsible for temple worship. It follows Psalms that focus on Zion and God’s
kingship, reinforcing the theme of God’s chosen place for His presence. Historically, Zion
represents the city of Jerusalem, the center of Israel’s religious life and covenant
relationship with God. The psalmist speaks from the perspective of the worship
community, celebrating Zion’s unique role as the birthplace of spiritual identity for the
nations. This reflects the covenantal promise that God’s blessing would extend beyond
Israel to all peoples, a theme that resonates with the broader biblical narrative of inclusion
and redemption.

Outline

The psalm opens with a declaration of Zion’s exalted status as the city founded by God’s
own hand. This is followed by a description of the nations that are recognized as born in
Zion, illustrating the universal scope of God’s blessing. The psalm then moves to affirm
God’s love and the joy of those who are counted as citizens of Zion. It concludes with a
jubilant proclamation of the inclusion of diverse peoples, emphasizing the divine
acknowledgment and celebration of their spiritual birth in the city of God.
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Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1-3: The psalm begins by affirming the foundation of Zion as the work of God’s own
hands, setting it apart as holy and beloved. This divine foundation establishes Zion’s
unique identity and authority among the nations.

Verses 4-6: The psalmist names various nations—Rahab (Egypt), Babylon, Philistia, Tyre,
and Cush—highlighting that people from these diverse lands are acknowledged as born in
Zion. This metaphorical birth signifies their inclusion in God’s covenant community,
transcending ethnic and geographical boundaries.

Verse 7: The psalm concludes with a triumphant declaration that God himself records the

names of these people as citizens of Zion, and there is great joy among the inhabitants of
the city over this divine recognition. This verse emphasizes the joy and honor of belonging
to God’s chosen community.

Key Themes

One central theme is the divine foundation and sanctity of Zion, underscoring God’s
sovereign choice. Another is the concept of spiritual birth and citizenship, where belonging
to God’s people transcends natural lineage. The psalm also highlights the inclusivity of
God’s covenant, embracing nations traditionally seen as outsiders. Finally, the joy and
celebration of divine acceptance reflect the communal and relational aspects of faith
centered on God’s city.

Cross-References

Isaiah 56:3-8 echoes the inclusive vision of Zion as a gathering place for all nations,
reinforcing the theme of spiritual birth and acceptance. Revelation 21:2-3 portrays the
New Jerusalem as the ultimate fulfillment of God’s city, where people from every nation
dwell with God. Psalm 48 similarly celebrates Zion’s exalted status and divine protection,
providing a backdrop for understanding Psalm 87’s emphasis on God’s foundation. These
passages clarify the theological significance of Zion as both a physical and spiritual reality.

Application

For modern disciples, Psalm 87 invites reflection on the nature of spiritual identity and
belonging. It challenges believers to see themselves as part of a divine community
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founded by God, transcending ethnic and cultural divisions. This encourages embracing
unity within diversity and recognizing the joy that comes from being counted among God'’s
people. The psalm also calls for a renewed appreciation of the church as a spiritual Zion, a
place where God’s presence is foundational and where all are invited to experience new
birth and acceptance.

Summary

Psalm 87 celebrates Zion as God’s divinely founded city, uniquely chosen as the birthplace
of a spiritual community that includes diverse nations. Through vivid imagery of birth and
citizenship, the psalm emphasizes God’s sovereign choice and the joy of belonging to His
covenant people. This chapter enriches the Psalter’s portrayal of God’s universal kingdom
and calls believers to embrace their identity within this inclusive, joyous spiritual family.
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