
Study Guide: Psalms – Chapter 85
Study Guide: Psalms – Chapter 85

This study guide provides an educational overview of Psalms Chapter 85 using a verse-by-
verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Psalm 85 is a profound expression of hope and restoration, situated within the Psalter as a
prayer for God’s mercy following a period of distress. This chapter contributes to the
book’s flow by bridging lament and praise, reflecting a communal longing for renewal after
judgment. Readers should watch for the interplay between God’s past faithfulness and the
anticipation of future peace, as well as the theological emphasis on divine forgiveness and
restoration as foundational to the covenant relationship.

Context

Psalm 85 is traditionally attributed to the sons of Korah and is set against the backdrop of
Israel’s return from exile or a time of national distress. It reflects a covenantal framework
where God’s past acts of mercy are recalled as a basis for present hope. The immediate
literary context is a communal prayer, likely used in worship, expressing trust in God’s
willingness to forgive and restore. The speaker is the community or its leaders, appealing
to God as the covenantal Lord who has power over life, death, and the land’s prosperity.
Historically, this psalm resonates with periods of restoration after judgment, emphasizing
God’s steadfast love and faithfulness.

Outline

Psalm 85 unfolds in a movement from remembrance to petition, then to confident
expectation. The opening verses recall God’s past mercy and restoration, setting a
foundation of trust. This is followed by a heartfelt plea for renewed favor and forgiveness,
acknowledging the community’s need for divine intervention. The psalm then transitions
into a vision of God’s salvation and peace, culminating in a declaration of harmony
between righteousness and peace. The structure moves from historical reflection through
present supplication to future hope, highlighting the dynamic relationship between God
and His people.
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Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1–3: The psalm opens with a grateful remembrance of God’s past mercy,
acknowledging that He has restored the fortunes of Israel and forgiven their iniquities. This
sets a tone of trust based on divine faithfulness.

Verses 4–7: The speaker petitions God to revive His work among the people, to turn away
His anger, and to bring healing. There is a deep awareness of the community’s need for
God’s favor and a plea for renewed blessing.

Verses 8–9: God’s promise to speak peace to His people is proclaimed, emphasizing that
salvation is near for those who fear Him. This introduces a confident expectation of divine
intervention and restoration.

Verses 10–13: The psalm concludes with a poetic vision of the harmony between steadfast
love and faithfulness, righteousness and peace. These qualities meet and kiss, symbolizing
the perfect unity that God brings. The earth is portrayed as yielding its fruit, indicating the
blessings of divine favor and covenantal blessing.

Key Themes

One key theme is the remembrance of God’s past mercy as the foundation for present
hope. The psalm underscores the covenantal relationship where forgiveness and
restoration are central. Another theme is the tension between judgment and mercy, with
the community acknowledging its need for God’s healing and favor. The interplay of
righteousness and peace reflects the holistic nature of salvation, encompassing moral
integrity and communal well-being. Finally, the psalm highlights the dynamic nature of
God’s interaction with His people—He responds to their prayers with promises of peace
and restoration.

Cross-References

Psalm 85 resonates with Isaiah 57:18–19, where God promises healing and peace to the
contrite, reinforcing the theme of restoration. Jeremiah 33:6 speaks of God’s restoration of
health and healing, paralleling the psalm’s plea for revival. The harmony between
righteousness and peace recalls Proverbs 3:17, where wisdom’s ways are described as
pleasant and peaceful. Additionally, the New Testament’s depiction of Jesus as the Prince
of Peace (Isaiah 9:6) echoes the psalm’s vision of divine peace. These cross-references
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deepen understanding of God’s redemptive work and covenant faithfulness.

Application

For modern disciples, Psalm 85 invites a posture of remembering God’s past faithfulness
as a source of hope amid present challenges. It encourages believers to approach God
with honest petitions, acknowledging their need for His mercy and healing. The psalm
challenges the church to seek the harmony of righteousness and peace in community life,
reflecting God’s character in relationships and social justice. It also calls for trust in God’s
promises, fostering patience and confidence that restoration and peace are possible
through divine intervention. This text nurtures a dynamic faith that moves between
remembrance, petition, and hopeful expectation.

Summary

Psalm 85 is a prayerful reflection on God’s past mercy and a hopeful plea for renewed
restoration. It moves from recalling divine forgiveness to petitioning for healing and
culminates in a vision of peace and righteousness united. Grounded in the covenant
relationship, the psalm portrays God as a faithful redeemer who responds to His people’s
needs with salvation and harmony. This chapter invites believers to trust in God’s
promises, seek His peace, and embody the righteousness that flows from divine grace.
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