4 SPEARNET
[ rYy]

g'l l Living as Bereans

Study Guide: Psalms - Chapter 113
Study Guide: Psalms - Chapter 113

This study guide provides an educational overview of Psalms Chapter 113 using a verse-
by-verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Psalm 113 serves as a jubilant call to praise, marking the beginning of the Egyptian Hallel,
a collection of psalms traditionally sung during Jewish festivals. This chapter contributes to
the flow of the Psalter by emphasizing God’s exalted nature and His compassionate
involvement with the lowly. Readers should watch for the contrast between God’s
transcendence and His intimate care for the humble, revealing a God who is both
sovereign over all creation and personally attentive to human need.

Context

Psalm 113 is part of the Hallel Psalms (113-118), which are traditionally recited during
Jewish festivals such as Passover. These psalms celebrate God’s mighty acts of
deliverance and His ongoing presence with His people. The immediate literary context
places Psalm 113 as an opening hymn of praise, setting the tone for the subsequent
psalms that recount God’s redemptive works. Historically, the psalm reflects the covenant
relationship between God and Israel, highlighting God’s role as the exalted King who
humbles Himself to raise the needy. The speaker is the community of worshippers, inviting
all servants of the Lord to join in exalted praise.

Outline

The psalm can be divided into two main movements. The first movement (verses 1-3) is a
universal summons to praise the Lord, focusing on His name and exalted position. The
second movement (verses 4-9) shifts to describing God’s character and actions,
highlighting His transcendence above the nations and His compassionate care for the
humble and needy. The psalm concludes by affirming God’s transformative power in lifting
the lowly to honor, encapsulating the theme of divine exaltation paired with mercy.

Verse-by-Verse Study
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Verses 1-3: These opening verses call on “servants of the Lord” to praise the Lord’s name,
emphasizing the holiness and exaltation of God’s name “from the rising of the sun to its
going down.” This universal call underscores God’s presence everywhere and invites all
worshippers to join in continual praise.

Verses 4-6: Here the psalmist contrasts the Lord with earthly rulers and gods, declaring
that the Lord is “exalted above all nations” and “above the heavens.” This establishes
God’s supreme sovereignty and transcendence, setting Him apart from any earthly power
or idol.

Verses 7-9: The focus shifts to God’s compassionate actions. The Lord “raises the poor
from the dust” and “lifts the needy from the ash heap,” seating them with princes. This
imagery reveals God’s concern for the lowly and His power to transform their
circumstances, highlighting His mercy and justice.

Key Themes

One key theme is the universality of praise, as the psalm invites all servants of the Lord to
worship Him continually. Another theme is God’s exalted sovereignty, portrayed as
supreme over all nations and the heavens. A third theme is divine compassion, where God
actively intervenes to uplift the poor and needy, demonstrating His justice and mercy. The
psalm balances God’s transcendence with His immanence, revealing a God who reigns
high yet stoops low to care for the marginalized.

Cross-References

Psalm 113’s call to universal praise echoes Psalm 148, which also summons all creation to
worship the Lord. The exaltation of God above the heavens parallels Isaiah 57:15, where
God is described as high and holy yet dwelling with the contrite. The lifting of the poor
recalls Luke 1:52, where Mary praises God for raising the lowly. Additionally, James 2:5
reflects the theme of God choosing the poor to be rich in faith, reinforcing the psalm’s
emphasis on divine care for the humble.

Application

Modern disciples can draw encouragement from Psalm 113 to maintain a posture of
continual praise, recognizing God’s sovereignty in all circumstances. The psalm challenges
believers to remember God’s special concern for the marginalized and to embody that

Page 2
© 2025 SpearNet | www.spearnet.org | All Rights Reserved



4 SPEARNET
[ rYy]

g'l‘& Living as Bereans

compassion in their communities. It invites reflection on God’s ability to transform lives,
encouraging trust in His power to uplift those who feel forgotten or downtrodden.
Worshippers today can also be inspired to balance reverence for God’s majesty with
confidence in His nearness and care.

Summary

Psalm 113 opens the Hallel with a vibrant call to praise God universally, highlighting His
exalted position above all creation. It then reveals a God who, despite His supreme
sovereignty, humbly intervenes to raise the poor and needy, demonstrating His mercy and
justice. This psalm beautifully balances God’s transcendence with His intimate care,
inviting worshippers to celebrate both His majesty and His compassionate heart. Through
this, it encourages continual praise and trust in God’s transformative power.
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