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This study guide provides an educational overview of Psalms Chapter 112 using a verse-
by-verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Psalm 112 serves as a powerful complement to Psalm 111, focusing on the characteristics
and blessings of the righteous person who fears the Lord. This chapter contributes to the
book’s flow by highlighting the practical outworking of a life rooted in reverence for God,
emphasizing both spiritual and material blessings. Readers are invited to watch for the
contrast between the righteous and the wicked, as well as the enduring nature of the
blessings promised to those who live in obedience to God’s covenant.

Context

Psalm 112 is part of the Hallel Psalms (Psalms 111–118), often used in worship and praise.
It immediately follows Psalm 111, which extols the works and faithfulness of God. The
covenantal framework here is rooted in the fear of the Lord, a central theme in wisdom
literature and covenant obedience. The psalmist, traditionally David or an inspired worship
leader, addresses the community of faith, encouraging them to recognize the blessings
that come from living in alignment with God’s statutes. The setting is both liturgical and
didactic, aiming to instruct believers in the values that honor God and bring lasting
prosperity.

Outline

The chapter unfolds in a progression that begins with a call to praise the man who fears
the Lord and delights in His commandments. It then describes the tangible blessings
experienced by this person, including wealth, stability, generosity, and enduring
righteousness. The psalm moves from the individual’s internal character to their external
influence, concluding with a depiction of their fearless confidence in the face of adversity.
This movement from personal devotion to public impact and ultimate security forms the
structural backbone of the psalm.
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Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1–3: The psalm opens by declaring the blessedness of the person who fears the
Lord and delights in His commandments. This reverence results in a legacy that is both
prosperous and enduring, symbolized by wealth and a righteous reputation that will not be
shaken.

Verses 4–5: The righteous are described as generous and compassionate, lending freely
and conducting their affairs with justice. Their integrity ensures that they will not be
moved, reflecting stability grounded in faithfulness.

Verses 6–7: The psalmist highlights the fearless confidence of the righteous, who face
darkness and adversity without fear because their trust is in the Lord. Their hearts are
steadfast, and their hope is secure, even in times of trouble.

Verses 8–9: The righteous will not be afraid of bad news or misfortune because their faith
anchors them. Their steadfastness results in a generous spirit and a heart that is secure,
leading to honor and a lasting legacy.

Verse 10: The psalm concludes with a contrast between the wicked and the righteous. The
wicked will ultimately face destruction, while the righteous will be upheld by God,
reinforcing the theme of divine justice and protection.

Key Themes

The fear of the Lord as the foundation of blessing is central to Psalm 112. This reverence
leads to obedience, which in turn produces tangible benefits such as wealth, stability, and
generosity. Another key theme is the steadfastness of the righteous, who remain
unshaken by adversity due to their trust in God. The psalm also emphasizes the social
impact of righteousness, highlighting justice and compassion as marks of a godly life.
Finally, the ultimate fate of the wicked serves as a sober reminder of the consequences of
rejecting God’s ways.

Cross-References

Psalm 112 echoes Proverbs 3:5-10, which links trust in the Lord with blessings and
stability. The emphasis on generosity and justice recalls Proverbs 11:25 and Isaiah 1:17,
which call for compassionate action as evidence of true faith. The fearless confidence in
adversity parallels Isaiah 41:10 and Romans 8:38-39, underscoring God’s sustaining
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presence. The contrast between the righteous and the wicked aligns with Psalm 1 and
Matthew 5:3-12, reinforcing the biblical pattern of blessing and judgment based on one’s
relationship with God.

Application

Modern disciples can draw encouragement from Psalm 112 to cultivate a deep reverence
for God that shapes their daily lives. This fear of the Lord should inspire obedience and
delight in God’s commands, resulting in integrity, generosity, and justice in relationships
and community. The psalm challenges believers to trust God amid uncertainty, cultivating
steadfast hearts that are not shaken by bad news or hardship. It also calls for a visible
witness of righteousness that impacts society positively. Ultimately, this passage invites
believers to live with confidence in God’s protection and justice, knowing that their
faithfulness will bear lasting fruit.

Summary

Psalm 112 presents a vivid portrait of the blessed life that flows from fearing the Lord and
delighting in His commandments. Through a progression from personal devotion to social
impact and confident endurance, the psalm reveals how righteousness produces stability,
generosity, and honor. The righteous person’s fearless trust in God contrasts sharply with
the ultimate downfall of the wicked, underscoring the covenantal promise of divine
blessing and protection. This chapter encourages believers to embody a faith that is both
reverent and active, confident in God’s sustaining power throughout life’s challenges.
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