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Study Guide: Jeremiah - Chapter 11

This study guide provides an educational overview of Jeremiah Chapter 11 using a verse-
by-verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Jeremiah Chapter 11 marks a pivotal moment in the prophet’s ministry, emphasizing the
covenantal relationship between God and Israel. This chapter reveals the people’s breach
of the covenant and God’s consequent judgment. As part of the larger narrative, it
highlights the tension between divine authority and human rebellion. Readers should
watch for the covenant language and the prophet’s role as a covenant enforcer, as well as
the unfolding conflict between Jeremiah and those who reject his message.

Context

Jeremiah 11 is situated early in the prophet’s ministry during the reign of King Josiah, a
time when Judah was experiencing religious and political turmoil. The chapter reflects the
immediate literary context of Jeremiah’s call to warn Judah about breaking the covenant
established at Sinai. The covenant framework is crucial here, as God reminds the people of
their obligations and the consequences of disobedience. Jeremiah serves as God’s
spokesperson, confronting the leaders and people who have turned away from the law.
This chapter also introduces the theme of persecution Jeremiah will face, setting the stage
for his difficult prophetic journey.

Outline

The chapter begins with God’s command to Jeremiah to proclaim the terms of the
covenant to the people, emphasizing their failure to obey. This is followed by a recounting
of the covenant stipulations and the warning of judgment for disobedience. The narrative
then shifts to a depiction of the people’s conspiracy against Jeremiah, revealing the
growing opposition to his message. The chapter closes with God’s declaration of judgment
upon the conspirators and a reaffirmation of the covenant’s binding nature.

Verse-by-Verse Study
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Verses 1-3: God commands Jeremiah to remind the people of the covenant made with
their ancestors, highlighting the importance of obedience to the law given at Horeb. This
sets the tone for the chapter’s focus on covenant faithfulness.

Verses 4-5: The covenant stipulations are reiterated, emphasizing the consequences of
breaking the agreement. God warns that disobedience will bring disaster, underscoring the
seriousness of the covenant relationship.

Verses 6-8: Jeremiah is instructed to listen carefully to the words of the covenant and to
proclaim them to the people. The passage stresses the inevitability of judgment if the
people continue in their rebellion.

Verses 9-10: The chapter shifts to describe the people’s rejection of Jeremiah’s message.
They have not obeyed the covenant and have turned to idolatry, provoking God’s anger
and setting the stage for judgment.

Verses 11-12: God declares that He will bring disaster upon the people as a result of their
covenant breach. The imagery of a “calamity” coming upon them illustrates the severity of
their sin and the certainty of divine punishment.

Verses 13-14: Jeremiah laments the people’s stubbornness and their refusal to heed God’s
warnings. The prophet’s sorrow reflects the deep conflict between God’s desire for
repentance and the people’s persistent rebellion.

Verses 15-17: The conspirators against Jeremiah are introduced, plotting to silence him
because of his faithful proclamation of God’s word. This reveals the personal cost of
prophetic obedience and the hostility Jeremiah faces.

Verses 18-20: Jeremiah prays for God’s justice against those who seek his harm. This
prayer highlights the prophet’s trust in God’s righteous judgment amid opposition.

Verses 21-23: God responds by affirming that judgment will come upon the conspirators
and those who break the covenant. The chapter concludes with a reaffirmation of God’s
sovereignty and the binding nature of the covenant.

Key Themes

The central theme of Jeremiah 11 is the covenant between God and Israel, focusing on
obedience and the consequences of disobedience. The chapter underscores the
seriousness of covenant faithfulness and the inevitability of judgment for rebellion.

Page 2
© 2025 SpearNet | www.spearnet.org | All Rights Reserved



4 SPEARNET
[ rYy]

g'l l Living as Bereans

Another key theme is prophetic opposition, as Jeremiah faces hostility for delivering God’s
message. The tension between divine justice and mercy also emerges, revealing God’s
desire for repentance alongside the certainty of punishment for persistent sin.

Cross-References

Exodus 19-24 provides the foundational covenant context, detailing the original terms
given at Sinai that Jeremiah recalls. Deuteronomy 28 parallels the blessings and curses
associated with covenant obedience and disobedience, illuminating the consequences
described in Jeremiah 11. Ezekiel 16 and 23 offer prophetic critiques of Israel’s
unfaithfulness, similar to Jeremiah’s indictment here. Psalm 89 reflects on God’s covenant
faithfulness despite Israel’s failures, providing a theological backdrop to the tension in
Jeremiah 11. Finally, Matthew 23 shows Jesus confronting religious leaders who reject
God’s covenant demands, echoing Jeremiah’s experience of opposition.

Application

Modern disciples can learn from Jeremiah 11 the importance of faithfulness to God’s
covenant, which calls for wholehearted obedience rather than mere lip service. The
chapter challenges believers to examine their own commitment to God’s word and to
recognize the consequences of turning away. Jeremiah’s experience encourages
perseverance in proclaiming truth, even in the face of opposition and rejection. It also
invites reflection on the nature of divine justice and mercy, urging believers to respond to
God’s warnings with repentance and trust in His sovereign purposes.

Summary

Jeremiah Chapter 11 confronts Israel’s breach of the covenant established at Sinai,
emphasizing the gravity of disobedience and the certainty of judgment. Through the
prophet’s proclamation and personal trials, the chapter reveals the tension between God’s
call for faithfulness and the people’s rebellion. It highlights the covenant’s binding nature,
the consequences of turning away, and the opposition faced by those who faithfully deliver
God’s word. Ultimately, the chapter serves as a solemn reminder of the seriousness of the
covenant relationship and the need for repentance and obedience.
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