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This study guide provides an educational overview of Daniel Chapter 7 using a verse-by-
verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Daniel Chapter 7 marks a pivotal moment in the book of Daniel, shifting from historical
narrative to apocalyptic vision. This chapter introduces a series of symbolic images that
forecast the rise and fall of empires and the ultimate establishment of God’s eternal
kingdom. Readers should watch for the vivid imagery of beasts, the Ancient of Days, and
the Son of Man, all of which contribute to the book’s overarching message of divine
sovereignty amid earthly turmoil.

Context

Daniel 7 is set during the Babylonian exile, a time when the Jewish people faced political
oppression and cultural displacement. The chapter follows Daniel’s earlier visions and
dreams, continuing the apocalyptic theme that reveals God’s control over history. The
vision is given directly to Daniel, who serves as the key prophetic figure. The setting is a
night vision, emphasizing the revelatory nature of the message. This chapter connects the
immediate historical context of Babylonian and Medo-Persian dominance with a broader
covenantal promise of God’s ultimate judgment and kingdom.

Outline

The chapter begins with Daniel’s vision of four great beasts emerging from the sea,
representing successive kingdoms. This is followed by the introduction of the Ancient of
Days, who presides over a divine courtroom scene. The narrative then shifts to the
judgment of the beasts and the transfer of authority to the Son of Man, who receives an
everlasting kingdom. The chapter concludes with Daniel’s request for interpretation and
the angelic explanation of the vision’s meaning, linking the symbolic beasts to historical
empires and the final triumph of God’s kingdom.

Verse-by-Verse Study
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Verses 1-3: Daniel begins his vision by describing four great winds stirring the sea, from
which four distinct beasts arise. This imagery sets the stage for the unfolding prophetic
drama, symbolizing turbulent political forces.

Verses 4-8: Each beast is described in detail. The first is like a lion with eagle’s wings, the
second a bear raised on one side, the third a leopard with four wings and four heads, and
the fourth a terrifying, powerful beast with iron teeth and ten horns. A notable horn
emerges, speaking arrogantly and waging war against the saints.

Verses 9-10: The scene shifts to the Ancient of Days, depicted with white clothing and
hair, seated on a fiery throne. A heavenly court convenes, and books are opened, signaling
divine judgment.

Verses 11-12: The fourth beast is slain and destroyed, but its body is given over to be
burned, while the other beasts lose their dominion but continue to live for a time.

Verses 13-14: Daniel sees “one like a son of man” coming with the clouds of heaven, who
is given authority, glory, and an everlasting kingdom that will never be destroyed.

Verses 15-18: Daniel reflects on the vision and is troubled. An angelic figure explains that
the four beasts represent four kings or kingdoms, but the saints will ultimately receive the
kingdom and possess it forever.

Verses 19-22: Daniel asks for clarification about the terrifying fourth beast and its ten
horns. The angel explains that the ten horns represent ten kings, and a little horn arises,
opposing God’s people and attempting to change sacred times and laws.

Verses 23-25: The angel further describes the arrogant horn’s actions and eventual
judgment, emphasizing its blasphemous nature and temporary power.

Verses 26-27: The judgment of the little horn is pronounced, and authority is given to the
saints of the Most High, who will receive and possess the kingdom forever.

Verses 28: Daniel concludes by expressing his deep concern over the vision, but he keeps
the matter to himself, recognizing its profound significance.

Key Themes

One central theme is the sovereignty of God over human history, demonstrated through
the rise and fall of kingdoms symbolized by the beasts. The chapter also emphasizes

Page 2
© 2025 SpearNet | www.spearnet.org | All Rights Reserved



4 SPEARNET
[ rYy]

g'l l Living as Bereans

divine judgment, where corrupt powers are held accountable by the Ancient of Days.
Another key theme is the vindication of God’s people, who are promised an eternal
kingdom through the Son of Man figure. The tension between earthly oppression and
heavenly authority underscores the hope of ultimate deliverance and justice.

Cross-References

The vision of the Son of Man in Daniel 7:13-14 is echoed in the New Testament,
particularly in the Gospels where Jesus applies this title to Himself, affirming His divine
authority and eternal kingdom. Revelation 13 and 17 provide parallel imagery of beasts
representing oppressive kingdoms and the final confrontation between good and evil. The
Ancient of Days imagery connects with descriptions of God’s eternal nature in Psalms and
Isaiah, reinforcing His role as judge and sovereign. Additionally, the theme of divine
judgment aligns with passages in Ezekiel and Zechariah that portray God’s righteous
governance over nations.

Application

For modern disciples, Daniel 7 encourages trust in God’s ultimate control despite present
difficulties or political instability. The chapter invites believers to view current events
through the lens of divine sovereignty and to remain faithful amid opposition. The promise
of an everlasting kingdom motivates perseverance and hope, reminding Christians that
earthly powers are temporary and subject to God’s judgment. Furthermore, the depiction
of the Son of Man calls believers to recognize Jesus’ authority and to live in submission to
His reign, embodying the values of God’s kingdom in daily life.

Summary

Daniel Chapter 7 presents a powerful apocalyptic vision that reveals the succession of
earthly kingdoms as beasts, the divine judgment by the Ancient of Days, and the eternal
reign of the Son of Man. This chapter bridges historical realities with prophetic hope,
assuring God’s people that despite present trials, God’s sovereign plan will prevail.
Through vivid symbolism and heavenly courtroom imagery, Daniel 7 underscores the
themes of judgment, sovereignty, and the ultimate establishment of God’s everlasting
kingdom.
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