4 SPEARNET
[ rYy]

g’l E Living as Bereans

Study Guide: 2 Kings - Chapter 15
Study Guide: 2 Kings - Chapter 15

This study guide provides an educational overview of 2 Kings Chapter 15 using a verse-by-
verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

2 Kings Chapter 15 continues the historical narrative of the divided kingdoms of Israel and
Judah, focusing on the reigns of various kings in both realms. This chapter contributes to
the book’s flow by highlighting the political instability and spiritual decline that
characterized this period. Readers should watch for the patterns of kingship, the
consequences of covenant unfaithfulness, and the subtle interplay between divine
judgment and mercy. The chapter also sets the stage for later prophetic interventions and
the eventual downfall of both kingdoms.

Context

The immediate literary context of 2 Kings 15 is the continuation of the historical record of
Israel’s divided monarchy, following the reigns of kings in both Israel (the northern
kingdom) and Judah (the southern kingdom). This chapter is situated within the covenantal
framework established in the Torah, where kingship is judged according to faithfulness to
Yahweh’s commands. The key figures include several kings of Israel—Azariah (Uzziah),
Zechariah, Shallum, Menahem, Pekahiah, and Pekah—and kings of Judah such as Azariah
and Jotham. The setting spans approximately a century of political upheaval, marked by
assassinations, invasions, and shifting alliances, reflecting the broader theme of
covenantal fidelity versus apostasy.

Outline

The chapter can be divided into two main narrative movements. The first recounts the
reign of Azariah (also called Uzziah) in Judah, noting his length of rule and his partial
faithfulness to God. The second movement details the rapid succession of kings in Israel,
beginning with Zechariah and continuing through Shallum, Menahem, Pekahiah, and
Pekah. Each king’s reign is briefly summarized, emphasizing the political instability and
the spiritual decline of Israel. This outline highlights the contrast between Judah's relative
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stability and Israel’s turmoil, while underscoring the consequences of covenant
unfaithfulness.

Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1-7: These verses describe the reign of Azariah (Uzziah) in Judah. He became king
at sixteen and reigned for fifty-two years. The text notes that he did what was right in the
eyes of the Lord, but did not remove the high places where people continued to offer
sacrifices. This partial obedience reflects a mixed legacy, combining faithfulness with
compromise.

Verses 8-12: The focus shifts to Zechariah, king of Israel, who reigned for only six months.
His reign ended when Shallum assassinated him, illustrating the violent power struggles in
the northern kingdom. The brevity of Zechariah’s reign signals instability and divine
judgment on Israel’s leadership.

Verses 13-17: Shallum’s reign is summarized briefly; he ruled Israel for only one month
before being assassinated by Menahem. This rapid turnover of kings emphasizes the
chaotic political environment and the absence of lasting leadership in Israel.

Verses 18-22: Menahem’s reign lasted ten years, during which he is described as doing
evil in the sight of the Lord. His violent rise to power and his oppressive rule, including the
brutal suppression of a revolt in Tiphsah, reflect the deepening moral decay of Israel. He
also paid tribute to the Assyrian king Pul, indicating political subjugation and foreign
influence.

Verses 23-26: Pekahiah succeeded Menahem but reigned only two years before being
assassinated by Pekah, one of his officials. This pattern of assassination continues to
underscore the instability and corruption among Israel’s rulers.

Verses 27-31: Pekah’s reign lasted twenty years, marked by continued evil in the sight of
the Lord. His alliance with Rezin, king of Aram, against Judah, and the resulting political
tensions, highlight the regional conflicts and the consequences of Israel’s alliances.
Pekah’s reign ends with his assassination by Hoshea, setting the stage for the final
collapse of Israel.

Verses 32-38: The chapter concludes with a brief account of Jotham, king of Judah, who
reigned sixteen years. Like Azariah, he did what was right in the eyes of the Lord but did
not remove the high places. His reign represents a continuation of Judah’s relative stability
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amid Israel’s chaos.
Key Themes

One key theme is the contrast between stability and instability in the divided kingdoms,
with Judah experiencing longer, more stable reigns despite incomplete obedience, while
Israel suffers rapid turnovers and violent power struggles. Another theme is the
consequences of covenant unfaithfulness, as Israel’s kings consistently do evil, leading to
political chaos and eventual exile. The chapter also highlights the interplay between
human agency and divine sovereignty, showing how God’s judgment unfolds through
historical events. Lastly, the persistence of idolatry and the failure to remove high places
in Judah reveal the incomplete spiritual reform and the ongoing challenge of true worship.

Cross-References

The reign of Azariah (Uzziah) connects with 2 Chronicles 26, which provides a fuller
account of his achievements and downfall due to pride. The rapid succession of Israel’s
kings parallels the instability described in Hosea 7:1 and Amos 7:10-17, where prophetic
warnings address Israel’s corruption. The theme of covenant unfaithfulness and judgment
echoes Deuteronomy 28, which outlines blessings and curses tied to obedience. The
political alliances and conflicts involving Pekah and Rezin relate to Isaiah 7, where the
prophet addresses the threat from these kings against Judah. These cross-references
deepen understanding of the historical and theological dynamics in 2 Kings 15.

Application

Modern disciples can learn from the dangers of partial obedience as seen in Judah’s kings,
who did right but failed to fully remove idolatry. This invites reflection on areas where
compromise may hinder spiritual growth. The political instability in Israel warns against
leadership driven by violence and self-interest rather than faithfulness to God’s covenant.
The chapter challenges believers to trust in God’s sovereignty amid human chaos and to
pursue wholehearted devotion. It also encourages vigilance against the subtle persistence
of false worship and the importance of reform that addresses root issues, not just outward
appearances.

Summary

2 Kings Chapter 15 presents a vivid portrait of the divided kingdoms during a turbulent
century marked by political assassinations, shifting alliances, and spiritual decline. Judah’s

Page 3
© 2025 SpearNet | www.spearnet.org | All Rights Reserved



4 SPEARNET
[ rYy]

g'l‘§ Living as Bereans

relative stability under Azariah and Jotham contrasts sharply with Israel’s rapid succession
of kings and increasing corruption. The chapter underscores the consequences of
covenant unfaithfulness, the persistence of idolatry, and the interplay between divine
judgment and human agency. This narrative sets the stage for the eventual fall of Israel
and calls readers to faithful obedience and trust in God amid instability.
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