
Study Guide: 2 Chronicles – Chapter 6
Study Guide: 2 Chronicles – Chapter 6

This study guide provides an educational overview of 2 Chronicles Chapter 6 using a
verse-by-verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded
in Scripture.

Introduction

2 Chronicles Chapter 6 serves as a pivotal moment in the narrative of Solomon’s reign,
capturing the dedication of the temple and Solomon’s prayer of consecration. This chapter
contributes significantly to the book’s flow by highlighting the theological heart of
Solomon’s kingship and the temple’s role as God’s dwelling place among His people.
Readers should watch for the themes of divine presence, covenant faithfulness, and the
conditions for God’s blessing and forgiveness as Solomon addresses both God and Israel in
this solemn prayer.

Context

The immediate literary context of 2 Chronicles 6 follows the completion of the temple’s
construction in chapter 5, where the Ark of the Covenant is brought into the temple,
signifying God’s presence. Solomon, as the key speaker, stands before the assembled
congregation in Jerusalem, offering a prayer that reflects the covenantal promises made to
David and the historical faithfulness of God to Israel. This chapter is framed within the
broader historical covenant context established with Abraham, Moses, and David,
emphasizing the continuity of God’s plan through Solomon’s reign. The setting is the newly
built temple, symbolizing God’s chosen place for worship and divine encounter.

Outline

The chapter can be divided into three main movements. First, Solomon begins with a
declaration of God’s faithfulness to David and the fulfillment of the temple’s construction
(verses 1–11). Second, the prayer shifts to a series of petitions that outline the conditions
under which God will hear the prayers of His people, including confession, repentance, and
justice (verses 12–42). Finally, Solomon concludes with a plea for God’s continual presence
and blessing upon Israel, emphasizing the temple as a place of divine encounter (verses
43–42).
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Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1–3: Solomon begins by addressing the Lord God of Israel, acknowledging His
faithfulness to David and his own role in building the temple as a fulfillment of God’s
promise. This introduction sets the tone of reverence and gratitude.

Verses 4–11: Solomon recounts God’s covenant with David, emphasizing the promise that
his descendants would have a lasting dynasty. He acknowledges that the temple is not
God’s dwelling in the human sense but a place for His name and presence among His
people.

Verses 12–18: Solomon petitions God to maintain His covenantal relationship with Israel,
asking that God’s eyes be open toward the temple day and night, attentive to the prayers
offered there.

Verses 19–21: Solomon requests that God hear the prayers of the foreigner who comes to
worship in Jerusalem, highlighting the temple’s role as a house of prayer for all nations.

Verses 22–31: A series of conditional petitions follows, where Solomon asks God to hear
prayers when the people face various trials—whether defeat, drought, famine, or
exile—and to forgive their sins when they repent and turn back to Him.

Verses 32–39: Solomon continues to emphasize God’s justice and mercy, asking that God
hear the prayers of those who seek Him with a sincere heart, whether in prosperity or
adversity, and forgive their sins.

Verses 40–42: The prayer concludes with Solomon asking God to maintain His presence in
the temple, that His eyes and heart may be attentive to the prayers made there, ensuring
that Israel remains under His blessing and protection.

Key Themes

One key theme is the faithfulness of God to His covenant promises, particularly the
Davidic covenant, which undergirds Solomon’s confidence in building the temple. Another
theme is the temple as a symbolic and literal place of God’s presence and a center for
prayer and worship. The chapter also highlights the conditional nature of divine blessing,
emphasizing repentance, confession, and justice as prerequisites for God’s hearing and
forgiveness. Finally, the inclusion of foreigners in the prayer underscores the universal
scope of God’s kingdom and the temple’s role as a house of prayer for all nations.
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Cross-References

Psalm 132 reflects on God’s promise to David and the establishment of the temple as a
place of divine dwelling, reinforcing the themes of covenant and presence found in 2
Chronicles 6. Deuteronomy 6:4–9 provides foundational instruction on the importance of
loving God and teaching His commands, which undergirds the covenantal relationship
Solomon appeals to. 1 Kings 8 contains a parallel account of Solomon’s temple dedication
and prayer, offering additional insight into the theological significance of this event.
Jeremiah 7:11 critiques the temple’s role when Israel’s heart is unfaithful, providing a
sobering contrast to Solomon’s hopeful prayer. Finally, Isaiah 56:7 highlights the inclusion
of foreigners in worship, echoing Solomon’s petition for God to hear all who come to the
temple.

Application

Modern disciples can draw from Solomon’s prayer a deep appreciation for God’s
faithfulness and the importance of covenant relationship. The temple’s role as a place of
God’s presence invites believers to consider how worship spaces today serve as centers
for encounter with God. Solomon’s emphasis on repentance and justice challenges
believers to approach God with sincerity and integrity, recognizing that God’s blessings
are linked to a heart aligned with His will. The inclusion of foreigners reminds the church of
its calling to be a house of prayer for all peoples, embracing diversity in worship and
mission. Finally, the chapter encourages persistent prayer, trusting that God attentively
hears those who seek Him genuinely.

Summary

2 Chronicles Chapter 6 captures the solemn dedication of the temple and Solomon’s
heartfelt prayer that intertwines God’s covenant faithfulness with the conditions for divine
blessing. Through a carefully structured prayer, Solomon acknowledges God’s promises to
David, petitions for God’s attentive presence, and outlines the responses of repentance
and justice required from Israel. The chapter highlights the temple as a universal house of
prayer and a tangible symbol of God’s dwelling among His people, calling believers to a
sincere and covenantal relationship with God. This moment marks a theological and
liturgical high point in Solomon’s reign, emphasizing the ongoing significance of worship,
prayer, and God’s abiding presence.
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