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This study guide provides an educational overview of Joshua Chapter 24 using a verse-by-
verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Joshua Chapter 24 serves as the concluding chapter of the book of Joshua, bringing closure
to Israel’s conquest and settlement in the Promised Land. It is a pivotal moment where
Joshua gathers the tribes of Israel to renew their covenant commitment to God. This
chapter highlights the importance of faithfulness, remembrance, and choice in the life of
God’s people. Readers should watch for the covenant renewal ceremony, the recounting of
God’s faithfulness through history, and the challenge to serve the Lord wholeheartedly.

Context

Joshua 24 is set at the end of the conquest narrative, after the Israelites have taken
possession of the land promised to their ancestors. The immediate literary context
includes the successful military campaigns led by Joshua and the division of the land
among the tribes. Historically, this chapter reflects the covenantal framework established
at Sinai, where Israel first entered into a relationship with God. Joshua, as the leader and
successor to Moses, addresses the assembled tribes at Shechem, a significant covenant
site, reminding them of God’s past deliverance and urging them to renew their
commitment to the covenant.

Outline

The chapter begins with Joshua assembling all the tribes of Israel at Shechem to address
them. He recounts God’s faithfulness from the time of Abraham through the Exodus and
conquest, emphasizing God’s guidance and provision. Joshua then challenges the people
to choose whom they will serve, presenting a clear decision between serving the Lord or
foreign gods. The people respond with a declaration of loyalty to God. Joshua formalizes
this commitment by making a covenant and setting up a stone as a witness. The chapter
concludes with the death of Joshua and the elders, marking the end of an era.
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Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1–3: Joshua gathers all the tribes at Shechem and reminds them of God’s
faithfulness to their ancestors, beginning with Terah, Abraham’s father, and highlighting
God’s call to Abraham’s family to leave their homeland.

Verses 4–13: Joshua recounts the history of Israel’s relationship with God, including their
time in Egypt, the Exodus, the wilderness wanderings, and the conquest of the land. This
summary underscores God’s continuous guidance and provision.

Verses 14–15: Joshua challenges the people to make a deliberate choice about whom they
will serve, urging them to reject foreign gods and commit to serving the Lord alone.

Verses 16–18: The people respond affirmatively, affirming their commitment to serve the
Lord and acknowledging His role in their deliverance and provision.

Verses 19–20: Joshua warns the people about the seriousness of their commitment,
cautioning them against turning away and reminding them of the consequences of
forsaking the Lord.

Verses 21–24: The people reaffirm their covenant commitment, and Joshua records their
decision in the Book of the Law. He sets up a large stone as a tangible witness to this
covenant.

Verses 25–28: Joshua makes a covenant with the people that day and instructs them to
serve the Lord faithfully. He sets up a stone under an oak tree as a lasting memorial of this
covenant.

Verses 29–33: The chapter closes with the death of Joshua at the age of 110, the burial of
Joseph’s bones, and the death of the elders who outlived Joshua, marking the transition to
a new generation.

Key Themes

One key theme is covenant renewal, emphasizing the ongoing relationship between God
and His people. The chapter stresses the importance of remembering God’s faithfulness
throughout history as the foundation for present commitment. Another theme is the
necessity of choice, as Joshua challenges Israel to decide whom they will serve,
highlighting the exclusivity of devotion to the Lord. The chapter also underscores the
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seriousness of covenant faithfulness and the consequences of turning away from God.
Finally, the use of a physical memorial, the stone, symbolizes the permanence and public
nature of the covenant commitment.

Cross-References

Deuteronomy 29–30 provides a similar covenant renewal context, where Israel is called to
choose life by obeying God’s commands. This clarifies the covenantal framework Joshua
emphasizes. Exodus 19–24 outlines the original Sinai covenant, grounding Joshua’s call in
the historical covenant established with Moses. In the New Testament, Revelation 2:10
encourages faithfulness unto death, echoing the call to steadfast commitment found in
Joshua 24. Additionally, 1 Kings 8 recounts Solomon’s dedication of the temple and
covenant renewal, paralleling the themes of remembrance and commitment. Lastly, Psalm
78 retells God’s faithfulness through Israel’s history, similar to Joshua’s recounting in this
chapter.

Application

Modern disciples are called to deliberate and conscious commitment to serve God, just as
Israel was challenged to choose whom they would serve. This chapter invites believers to
remember God’s faithfulness in their own lives and communities as a foundation for
renewed dedication. It also warns against complacency and the temptation to turn to other
“gods,” whether idols, ideologies, or distractions that compete with wholehearted devotion
to the Lord. The practice of covenant renewal can inspire regular reflection and
recommitment in personal and corporate faith contexts. The physical memorial, like the
stone, can be a reminder to create tangible expressions of faithfulness and accountability.

Summary

Joshua Chapter 24 concludes the book by gathering Israel to renew their covenant with
God, recalling His faithfulness from the patriarchs through the conquest. The chapter
challenges the people to choose whom they will serve, resulting in a public and solemn
commitment to the Lord. Through covenant renewal and a tangible memorial, Joshua
emphasizes the seriousness and permanence of this decision. The chapter marks a
transition from conquest to settled life under God’s rule, highlighting the ongoing need for
faithfulness and choice in the covenant relationship.
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