
Study Guide: Joshua – Chapter 11

Verses 4–6: God commands Joshua not to fear the coalition, promising that He will deliver
them into Israel’s hands. This divine assurance is crucial for Joshua’s confidence and
underscores the theme of God’s sovereignty in the conquest.

Verses 7–9: Joshua leads a swift and strategic military campaign, crossing the Jordan and
attacking the northern coalition. The narrative emphasizes the complete destruction of the
enemy forces and the capture of their cities, demonstrating Israel’s obedience and God’s
enabling power.

Verses 10–13: The focus shifts to the city of Hazor, described as the head of all those
kingdoms. Joshua captures Hazor, kills its king, and burns the city, fulfilling the divine
command to utterly destroy the Canaanite strongholds.

Verses 14–15: The chapter concludes with a summary statement that Joshua did to all the
kings exactly as the Lord had commanded Moses. This includes the complete destruction
of every city, leaving no survivors, and the taking of the land as an inheritance for Israel.

Key Themes

One key theme is divine sovereignty and faithfulness: God’s promises are fulfilled through
His direct intervention in Israel’s military victories. Another theme is obedience, as
Joshua’s success is linked to his adherence to God’s commands. The chapter also
highlights the comprehensive nature of the conquest, emphasizing total victory and the
eradication of idolatrous influences. Lastly, the unity and leadership of Israel under Joshua
demonstrate the importance of faithful leadership in accomplishing God’s purposes.

Cross-References

Exodus 23:23–33 provides the initial divine promise of driving out the inhabitants of
Canaan, clarifying the covenantal basis for the conquest in Joshua 11. Deuteronomy 7:1–5
echoes the command to utterly destroy the Canaanite nations to prevent idolatry,
illuminating the theological rationale behind the destruction described in this chapter.
Judges 1 recounts the incomplete conquest and contrasts with Joshua 11’s depiction of
total victory, helping readers understand the historical complexity. Finally, Revelation
19:11–21, though distant in context, reflects the theme of divine victory over evil,
paralleling God’s sovereign triumph in Joshua’s campaign.
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Application

Modern disciples can learn from Joshua 11 the importance of trusting God’s promises even
when facing overwhelming opposition. The chapter encourages believers to obey God’s
instructions fully, recognizing that success in spiritual battles depends on divine
enablement rather than human strength alone. It also challenges Christians to confront
and remove influences that oppose God’s will in their lives, communities, and churches,
pursuing holiness and faithfulness. Additionally, the leadership example of Joshua calls for
courageous and faithful stewardship of God’s mission in the world today.

Summary

Joshua Chapter 11 narrates the decisive northern campaign where Israel, under Joshua’s
leadership and God’s command, defeats a formidable coalition of kings and secures the
land promised by covenant. The chapter highlights the themes of divine sovereignty,
obedience, and comprehensive conquest, culminating in the fulfillment of God’s promises.
It serves as a testament to the power of faithful leadership and the necessity of reliance
on God in accomplishing His purposes.

Study Guide: Joshua – Chapter 11

This study guide provides an educational overview of Joshua Chapter 11 using a verse-by-
verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Joshua Chapter 11 marks a pivotal moment in the conquest narrative as Joshua leads
Israel in a decisive campaign against a coalition of northern kings. This chapter contributes
significantly to the book’s flow by demonstrating the fulfillment of God’s promises to give
the land to Israel and showcasing the faithfulness of divine guidance through military
victory. Readers should watch for the strategic movements of the Israelite army, the
comprehensive nature of the conquest, and the theological emphasis on obedience and
divine sovereignty over the land and its inhabitants.

Context
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Joshua 11 follows the initial southern campaign described in the previous chapter,
continuing the narrative of Israel’s military efforts to claim Canaan. The immediate literary
context is the unfolding conquest under Joshua’s leadership, which is framed by the
covenant promises made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob regarding the land. The chapter
records a coalition of northern kings who unite against Israel, highlighting the resistance
faced by God’s people. Joshua, as the key human agent, acts under God’s direct
command, emphasizing the divine-human partnership in fulfilling the covenant. The
setting is the land of Canaan, specifically the northern territories, where the battles unfold
and the land is gradually brought under Israelite control.

Outline

The chapter begins with the formation of a northern coalition of kings who oppose Israel’s
advance. This is followed by God’s command to Joshua to not fear the enemy and to
proceed with the campaign. Next, the narrative details the military engagement where
Joshua and the Israelites defeat the coalition decisively. The chapter then describes the
systematic destruction of the enemy cities, including the burning of Hazor, the head of the
northern kingdoms. Finally, the chapter concludes by summarizing the comprehensive
nature of the conquest, affirming that Joshua took the entire land as the Lord had
commanded.

Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1–3: The chapter opens with a report of the northern kings forming a coalition
under the leadership of Jabin, king of Hazor. This alliance represents a significant threat to
Israel, as it includes multiple kings from various northern regions, illustrating the
widespread resistance to Israel’s invasion.

Verses 4–6: God commands Joshua not to fear the coalition, promising that He will deliver
them into Israel’s hands. This divine assurance is crucial for Joshua’s confidence and
underscores the theme of God’s sovereignty in the conquest.

Verses 7–9: Joshua leads a swift and strategic military campaign, crossing the Jordan and
attacking the northern coalition. The narrative emphasizes the complete destruction of the
enemy forces and the capture of their cities, demonstrating Israel’s obedience and God’s
enabling power.
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Verses 10–13: The focus shifts to the city of Hazor, described as the head of all those
kingdoms. Joshua captures Hazor, kills its king, and burns the city, fulfilling the divine
command to utterly destroy the Canaanite strongholds.

Verses 14–15: The chapter concludes with a summary statement that Joshua did to all the
kings exactly as the Lord had commanded Moses. This includes the complete destruction
of every city, leaving no survivors, and the taking of the land as an inheritance for Israel.

Key Themes

One key theme is divine sovereignty and faithfulness: God’s promises are fulfilled through
His direct intervention in Israel’s military victories. Another theme is obedience, as
Joshua’s success is linked to his adherence to God’s commands. The chapter also
highlights the comprehensive nature of the conquest, emphasizing total victory and the
eradication of idolatrous influences. Lastly, the unity and leadership of Israel under Joshua
demonstrate the importance of faithful leadership in accomplishing God’s purposes.

Cross-References

Exodus 23:23–33 provides the initial divine promise of driving out the inhabitants of
Canaan, clarifying the covenantal basis for the conquest in Joshua 11. Deuteronomy 7:1–5
echoes the command to utterly destroy the Canaanite nations to prevent idolatry,
illuminating the theological rationale behind the destruction described in this chapter.
Judges 1 recounts the incomplete conquest and contrasts with Joshua 11’s depiction of
total victory, helping readers understand the historical complexity. Finally, Revelation
19:11–21, though distant in context, reflects the theme of divine victory over evil,
paralleling God’s sovereign triumph in Joshua’s campaign.

Application

Modern disciples can learn from Joshua 11 the importance of trusting God’s promises even
when facing overwhelming opposition. The chapter encourages believers to obey God’s
instructions fully, recognizing that success in spiritual battles depends on divine
enablement rather than human strength alone. It also challenges Christians to confront
and remove influences that oppose God’s will in their lives, communities, and churches,
pursuing holiness and faithfulness. Additionally, the leadership example of Joshua calls for
courageous and faithful stewardship of God’s mission in the world today.
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Summary

Joshua Chapter 11 narrates the decisive northern campaign where Israel, under Joshua’s
leadership and God’s command, defeats a formidable coalition of kings and secures the
land promised by covenant. The chapter highlights the themes of divine sovereignty,
obedience, and comprehensive conquest, culminating in the fulfillment of God’s promises.
It serves as a testament to the power of faithful leadership and the necessity of reliance
on God in accomplishing His purposes.
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