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This study guide provides an educational overview of 1 Samuel Chapter 1 using a verse-
by-verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

1 Samuel Chapter 1 introduces a deeply personal and foundational story within the
narrative of Israel’s history. It focuses on the life of Hannah, a woman who experiences
profound sorrow due to her inability to have children, and her earnest prayer to God. This
chapter sets the stage for the birth of Samuel, one of Israel’s greatest prophets and
leaders. The account reveals themes of faith, prayer, and God’s faithfulness in answering
the cries of His people. Understanding this chapter helps readers appreciate the human
emotions involved and the divine intervention that shapes Israel’s future.

Context

The book of 1 Samuel begins during a transitional period in Israel’s history. The nation was
governed by judges, a time marked by social and spiritual instability. The story of Hannah
occurs in the tribal territory of Ephraim, specifically in the town of Ramah. Hannah’s
barrenness was a significant social stigma in ancient Israel, where children were seen as
blessings and a source of security. The chapter also introduces Eli, the priest at Shiloh,
where the tabernacle was located. This context highlights the tension between human
weakness and divine providence, preparing readers for the emergence of Samuel as a
pivotal figure who will lead Israel toward monarchy and spiritual renewal.

Outline

The chapter begins by introducing Elkanah and his two wives, focusing on Hannah’s
distress over her childlessness. It then moves to Hannah’s annual visit to the tabernacle at
Shiloh, where she prays fervently for a son. Eli, the priest, initially misunderstands her
silent prayer but soon blesses her after realizing her sincere devotion. The narrative
concludes with God answering Hannah’s prayer, resulting in the birth of Samuel. The
chapter ends by describing Hannah’s fulfillment of her vow to dedicate Samuel to the
Lord’s service, demonstrating her faithfulness and gratitude.
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Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1–3: The chapter opens by introducing Elkanah, a man from Ramathaim-zophim,
and his family situation. He has two wives, Hannah and Peninnah. Peninnah has children,
but Hannah is barren, which causes her deep anguish. Elkanah shows love and care for
Hannah despite her barrenness, highlighting the emotional complexity of the family
dynamic.

Verses 4–8: Elkanah’s annual pilgrimage to Shiloh for worship is described. During these
visits, Peninnah provokes Hannah because of her inability to conceive, intensifying her
sorrow. Hannah’s grief is so profound that she weeps and refuses to eat. Elkanah’s
response is tender and reassuring, emphasizing his desire for Hannah’s well-being over
the number of children.

Verses 9–11: Hannah prays silently but fervently at the tabernacle, pouring out her heart
to God. She makes a vow that if God grants her a son, she will dedicate him to the Lord’s
service for his entire life. This moment reveals her deep faith and willingness to commit
her future child to God’s purposes.

Verses 12–18: Eli, the priest, observes Hannah’s lips moving but hears no sound and
initially thinks she is drunk. After Hannah explains her situation, Eli blesses her, expressing
hope that God will grant her request. This interaction shows the importance of
discernment and encouragement in spiritual leadership.

Verses 19–20: Following the blessing, Hannah’s demeanor changes, and she is no longer
downcast. God remembers her prayer, and she conceives and bears a son, whom she
names Samuel, meaning “asked of God.” This demonstrates God’s faithfulness in
responding to sincere prayer.

Verses 21–28: After Samuel’s birth, Hannah fulfills her vow by bringing him to Eli at the
tabernacle to serve the Lord. She offers a prayer of praise and thanksgiving,
acknowledging God’s sovereignty and faithfulness. This dedication marks the beginning of
Samuel’s prophetic ministry and sets a pattern of commitment to God’s calling.

Key Themes

One central theme is the power of prayer. Hannah’s heartfelt and persistent prayer
exemplifies how believers can approach God with honesty and faith. Another theme is
God’s sovereignty and timing; although Hannah’s situation seems hopeless, God answers
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her prayer in His perfect time. The chapter also highlights faithfulness and commitment,
as seen in Hannah’s vow and her dedication of Samuel to God’s service. Lastly, the
narrative touches on human emotions such as sorrow, hope, and joy, reminding readers
that God understands and responds to the depths of human experience.

Cross-References

The story of Hannah’s prayer and vow can be compared to other biblical accounts of
barrenness and divine intervention, such as Sarah’s story in Genesis 18 and Rachel’s in
Genesis 29. Samuel’s dedication parallels the Nazarite vow found in Numbers 6,
emphasizing consecration to God. Eli’s role as priest connects to the broader Levitical
priesthood described in Exodus and Leviticus. Additionally, Hannah’s prayer of
thanksgiving foreshadows the Magnificat in Luke 1, where Mary praises God for His
faithfulness and mercy.

Application

Believers today can learn from Hannah’s example of persistent prayer and faith in God’s
promises. When facing personal trials or unanswered prayers, it is important to bring our
burdens honestly before God and trust in His timing. Hannah’s vow reminds us of the
importance of dedicating our blessings and gifts back to God’s service. The chapter also
encourages spiritual leaders to exercise discernment and offer encouragement, as Eli did.
Ultimately, this passage invites readers to deepen their relationship with God through
prayer, commitment, and gratitude.

Summary

1 Samuel Chapter 1 is a profound narrative of faith, prayer, and divine intervention. It
introduces Hannah’s heartfelt petition for a child and God’s gracious response through the
birth of Samuel. The chapter highlights the interplay between human emotion and divine
providence, setting the foundation for Samuel’s significant role in Israel’s history. Through
Hannah’s story, readers are reminded of the power of prayer, the importance of
faithfulness, and the joy that comes from trusting God’s promises. This chapter
encourages believers to approach God with sincerity and to dedicate their lives and
blessings to His service.
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