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This study guide provides an educational overview of 1 Kings Chapter 1 using a verse-by-
verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

1 Kings Chapter 1 marks the beginning of the historical narrative focusing on the reign of
King Solomon. This chapter sets the stage for a significant transition in Israel’s monarchy,
highlighting the challenges of succession and the political intrigue surrounding the throne.
It provides insight into the final days of King David’s life, the struggle for power among his
sons, and the divine guidance that ultimately leads to Solomon’s anointing as king.

Context

At the close of 2 Samuel, David is an established king who has unified Israel and Judah.
However, his reign is nearing its end, and questions about his successor arise. The political
environment is tense, with rival factions supporting different heirs. Adonijah, David’s
eldest surviving son, attempts to claim the throne without David’s approval, while
Solomon, David’s chosen successor, is supported by key figures including the prophet
Nathan and Bathsheba. This chapter reflects the complex dynamics of royal succession in
ancient Israel and the importance of divine authority in legitimizing kingship.

Outline

The chapter begins with a description of King David’s advanced age and frailty, setting a
somber tone. It then shifts to Adonijah’s attempt to assert himself as king by gathering
supporters and holding a feast. Meanwhile, Bathsheba and the prophet Nathan intervene,
reminding David of his promise that Solomon would succeed him. David responds by
ordering Solomon’s immediate anointing as king. The chapter concludes with Solomon’s
public proclamation and the recognition of his reign, which causes Adonijah’s supporters to
disperse.

Verse-by-Verse Study
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Verses 1–3: The chapter opens by describing David’s old age and physical weakness,
emphasizing his inability to keep warm. This detail highlights the vulnerability of the king
and foreshadows the imminent change in leadership.

Verses 4–10: Adonijah, David’s son, takes advantage of his father’s frailty to declare
himself king. He gathers chariots, horsemen, and supporters, including Joab and Abiathar,
signaling a political move to secure power without David’s consent.

Verses 11–14: Nathan the prophet and Bathsheba become aware of Adonijah’s actions.
They approach David with a reminder of his promise that Solomon would succeed him,
urging the king to act before it is too late.

Verses 15–27: David responds decisively by ordering that Solomon be anointed king
immediately. Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah carry out the anointing at
Gihon, accompanied by a public proclamation and celebration, affirming Solomon’s
legitimate claim to the throne.

Verses 28–40: Solomon is brought to the royal throne, and the people rejoice,
acknowledging him as king. Adonijah’s supporters disperse, recognizing the shift in power.
This section underscores the importance of divine and public endorsement in establishing
authority.

Verses 41–53: Adonijah, realizing his position is lost, seeks refuge by holding onto the
horns of the altar, a place of sanctuary. Solomon grants him mercy on the condition that
he behaves loyally, demonstrating Solomon’s wisdom and restraint in dealing with
potential rivals.

Key Themes

The legitimacy of divine appointment is central to this chapter. Solomon’s rise to the
throne is not merely a political event but a fulfillment of God’s promise, emphasizing that
true authority comes from God. The theme of wisdom is also present, as Solomon’s
anointing foreshadows his future role as a wise ruler. Additionally, the chapter explores
the dangers of ambition and the consequences of acting without divine sanction, as seen
in Adonijah’s failed attempt to seize power.

Cross-References
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This chapter connects with earlier accounts of David’s reign, particularly 2 Samuel 5–7,
where God’s covenant with David establishes the promise of an enduring dynasty. The
narrative also parallels the anointing of Saul in 1 Samuel 10, highlighting the significance
of prophetic endorsement. Later, Solomon’s wisdom and reign are elaborated in 1 Kings 3
and 4, showing the fulfillment of the foundation laid in chapter 1. The sanctuary motif
recalls the protection offered in Exodus 21:12-14, where the altar serves as a place of
asylum.

Application

This chapter challenges readers to consider the importance of God’s guidance in
leadership and decision-making. It encourages believers to seek divine wisdom rather than
relying solely on human ambition. The story of Solomon’s anointing reminds us that God’s
timing and approval are essential for success and legitimacy. Additionally, the mercy
shown to Adonijah invites reflection on forgiveness and the wise handling of conflict within
communities and families.

Summary

1 Kings Chapter 1 introduces a pivotal moment in Israel’s history as David’s reign comes
to an end and Solomon is established as king. The chapter reveals the political tensions
surrounding succession, the role of prophetic intervention, and the divine authority
underpinning Solomon’s rise. It sets the foundation for Solomon’s future reign and
highlights themes of wisdom, legitimacy, and mercy. This narrative encourages trust in
God’s plan and the importance of righteous leadership.
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