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Study Guide: 1 Kings - Chapter 13

Verses 4-5: The prophet performs a miraculous sign by causing the altar’s flesh to wither
and the altar to split, confirming the authenticity of his message. This miracle serves as a
divine endorsement of the prophet’s words and a warning to Jeroboam and the people.

Verses 6-10: After delivering the prophecy, the prophet is instructed by God not to eat or
drink in that place and not to return by the same route. He obeys and departs,
demonstrating initial faithfulness to God’s command.

Verses 11-19: An old prophet in Bethel hears about the man of God and deceives him by
claiming an angel told him to bring the prophet back to his home for food and drink. The
old prophet’s deception leads the man of God to disobey God’s direct command,
illustrating the dangers of misplaced trust and disobedience.

Verses 20-24: As a consequence of his disobedience, the man of God is killed by a lion on
the road. The lion does not harm the old prophet, highlighting the judgment on the
disobedient prophet and the tragic outcome of ignoring God'’s instructions.

Verses 25-32: The old prophet finds the dead man of God, mourns him, and buries him in
his own tomb. He prophesies that the altar will indeed be destroyed, affirming the original
message. This section emphasizes the sorrow and gravity of disobedience and the
fulfillment of God’s word.

Verses 33-34: The chapter closes with King Jeroboam attempting to burn the altar, but the
altar is miraculously split and the ashes scatter as foretold. This final act confirms the
prophet’s message and God’s judgment on idolatry.

Key Themes

Obedience to God’'s commands is a central theme in this chapter. The man of God'’s initial
obedience contrasts sharply with his later disobedience, which leads to severe
consequences. The narrative warns against compromising God’s instructions, even when
faced with deception or pressure.

The authority of prophecy and the authenticity of God’s messengers are also highlighted.
The miraculous signs authenticate the prophet’'s message, but the story also shows that
not every prophetic claim is trustworthy, as seen in the old prophet’s deception.
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Judgment against idolatry is a significant theme. Jeroboam'’s establishment of false
worship sites is condemned, and God’s judgment is enacted through the destruction of the
altar and the death of the disobedient prophet.

The chapter also explores the tension between human deception and divine truth,
illustrating how falsehood can lead believers astray and the importance of discerning
God'’s voice carefully.

Cross-References

The theme of obedience to God’s commands is echoed in Deuteronomy 28, which outlines
blessings for obedience and curses for disobedience. The prophet’s warning and judgment
recall similar events in the lives of Elijah and Elisha, where God’s word is confirmed by
miraculous signs.

The danger of false prophecy and deception is addressed in Jeremiah 23:16-32, where
false prophets are condemned for leading people astray. The story also parallels the
warning in Matthew 7:15 about false prophets who come in sheep’s clothing but inwardly
are ravenous wolves.

The judgment on idolatry connects with the broader biblical narrative, including Exodus
20:3-5, where God commands exclusive worship and forbids idolatry, and Romans 1:18-32,
which describes the consequences of turning away from God.

Application

This chapter challenges believers to examine their own obedience to God’s commands. It
reminds us that partial obedience or compromise can lead to serious consequences. We
are called to trust God’s word fully, even when circumstances or others suggest otherwise.

The narrative also encourages discernment in spiritual matters. Not every message or
person claiming to speak for God should be accepted without testing. Prayer, Scripture,
and the guidance of the Holy Spirit are essential to avoid deception.

Finally, the story warns against idolatry in all its forms. Modern believers must be vigilant
against anything that takes God'’s rightful place in their lives, whether it be materialism,
power, or other distractions. True worship requires faithfulness and reverence toward God
alone.

Summary
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1 Kings 13 is a sobering account of prophecy, obedience, and judgment. It tells of a
prophet sent by God to confront idolatry, confirmed by miraculous signs, yet undone by
disobedience and deception. The chapter underscores the importance of unwavering
obedience to God’'s commands, the authenticity of divine messages, and the
consequences of turning away from God'’s instructions. It serves as a timeless reminder to
remain faithful, discerning, and devoted to God alone.

Study Guide: 1 Kings - Chapter 13

This study guide provides an educational overview of 1 Kings Chapter 13 using a verse-by-
verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

1 Kings Chapter 13 presents a dramatic narrative involving a prophet from Judah who is
sent by God to deliver a message to King Jeroboam of Israel. This chapter highlights
themes of obedience, prophecy, and the consequences of disobedience. It is a powerful
story that challenges readers to consider the importance of following God’s commands
without compromise and the dangers of deception even when it appears to come from a
prophetic source.

Context

The events of 1 Kings 13 occur during the divided monarchy period after the reign of
Solomon, when Israel split into two kingdoms: the northern kingdom of Israel under
Jeroboam and the southern kingdom of Judah. Jeroboam had established golden calves in
Bethel and Dan to prevent his people from going to Jerusalem to worship, which was seen
as idolatrous and against God’s commands. This chapter follows the narrative of
Jeroboam’s reign and the prophetic challenge to his idolatry. Understanding the political
and religious tensions of this time is crucial to grasping the significance of the prophet’s
mission and the subsequent events.

Outline

The chapter begins with a prophet from Judah who is sent by God to deliver a message of
judgment against Jeroboam'’s altar in Bethel. The prophet performs a miraculous sign to
confirm his message and pronounces a curse on the altar. After delivering the prophecy,
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he is commanded by God not to eat or drink or return by the same way he came.
However, an old prophet deceives him by claiming an angel instructed him to bring the
prophet back to his house for a meal. The prophet disobeys God’s command, eats and
drinks, and is subsequently killed by a lion on his way home. The chapter concludes with
the old prophet burying the slain prophet and lamenting the tragedy, while the altar is
destroyed as foretold.

Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1-3: A man of God from Judah is sent by God to Bethel to confront King Jeroboam’s
idolatrous altar. He carries a divine message of judgment, warning that the altar will be
destroyed and the ashes scattered. This sets the tone for the chapter’s focus on prophetic
authority and divine judgment.

Verses 4-5: The prophet performs a miraculous sign by causing the altar’s flesh to wither
and the altar to split, confirming the authenticity of his message. This miracle serves as a
divine endorsement of the prophet’s words and a warning to Jeroboam and the people.

Verses 6-10: After delivering the prophecy, the prophet is instructed by God not to eat or
drink in that place and not to return by the same route. He obeys and departs,
demonstrating initial faithfulness to God’s command.

Verses 11-19: An old prophet in Bethel hears about the man of God and deceives him by
claiming an angel told him to bring the prophet back to his home for food and drink. The
old prophet’s deception leads the man of God to disobey God’s direct command,
illustrating the dangers of misplaced trust and disobedience.

Verses 20-24: As a consequence of his disobedience, the man of God is killed by a lion on
the road. The lion does not harm the old prophet, highlighting the judgment on the
disobedient prophet and the tragic outcome of ignoring God’s instructions.

Verses 25-32: The old prophet finds the dead man of God, mourns him, and buries him in
his own tomb. He prophesies that the altar will indeed be destroyed, affirming the original
message. This section emphasizes the sorrow and gravity of disobedience and the
fulfillment of God’s word.

Verses 33-34: The chapter closes with King Jeroboam attempting to burn the altar, but the
altar is miraculously split and the ashes scatter as foretold. This final act confirms the
prophet’s message and God’s judgment on idolatry.
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Key Themes

Obedience to God’s commands is a central theme in this chapter. The man of God'’s initial
obedience contrasts sharply with his later disobedience, which leads to severe
consequences. The narrative warns against compromising God'’s instructions, even when
faced with deception or pressure.

The authority of prophecy and the authenticity of God’s messengers are also highlighted.
The miraculous signs authenticate the prophet’s message, but the story also shows that
not every prophetic claim is trustworthy, as seen in the old prophet’s deception.

Judgment against idolatry is a significant theme. Jeroboam’s establishment of false
worship sites is condemned, and God’s judgment is enacted through the destruction of the
altar and the death of the disobedient prophet.

The chapter also explores the tension between human deception and divine truth,
illustrating how falsehood can lead believers astray and the importance of discerning
God'’s voice carefully.

Cross-References

The theme of obedience to God’s commands is echoed in Deuteronomy 28, which outlines
blessings for obedience and curses for disobedience. The prophet’s warning and judgment
recall similar events in the lives of Elijah and Elisha, where God’s word is confirmed by
miraculous signs.

The danger of false prophecy and deception is addressed in Jeremiah 23:16-32, where
false prophets are condemned for leading people astray. The story also parallels the
warning in Matthew 7:15 about false prophets who come in sheep’s clothing but inwardly
are ravenous wolves.

The judgment on idolatry connects with the broader biblical narrative, including Exodus
20:3-5, where God commands exclusive worship and forbids idolatry, and Romans 1:18-32,
which describes the consequences of turning away from God.

Application

This chapter challenges believers to examine their own obedience to God’s commands. It
reminds us that partial obedience or compromise can lead to serious consequences. We
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are called to trust God’s word fully, even when circumstances or others suggest otherwise.

The narrative also encourages discernment in spiritual matters. Not every message or
person claiming to speak for God should be accepted without testing. Prayer, Scripture,
and the guidance of the Holy Spirit are essential to avoid deception.

Finally, the story warns against idolatry in all its forms. Modern believers must be vigilant
against anything that takes God'’s rightful place in their lives, whether it be materialism,
power, or other distractions. True worship requires faithfulness and reverence toward God
alone.

Summary

1 Kings 13 is a sobering account of prophecy, obedience, and judgment. It tells of a
prophet sent by God to confront idolatry, confirmed by miraculous signs, yet undone by
disobedience and deception. The chapter underscores the importance of unwavering
obedience to God’'s commands, the authenticity of divine messages, and the
consequences of turning away from God’s instructions. It serves as a timeless reminder to
remain faithful, discerning, and devoted to God alone.
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