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This study guide provides an educational overview of 1 Kings Chapter 10 using a verse-by-
verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

1 Kings Chapter 10 presents a vivid account of the visit of the Queen of Sheba to King
Solomon, highlighting the wealth, wisdom, and glory of Solomon’s reign. This chapter
serves as a testament to Solomon’s God-given wisdom and the international recognition it
received. It also details the extensive riches and splendor of Solomon’s kingdom,
emphasizing the fulfillment of God’s promises to him. Through this chapter, readers gain
insight into the practical outworking of divine wisdom and the blessings that accompany
obedience to God’s guidance.

Context

The narrative of 1 Kings 10 is set during the height of Solomon’s reign, a period marked by
peace, prosperity, and international diplomacy. Solomon, the son of David, had been
granted unparalleled wisdom by God, which he used to govern Israel effectively. Prior
chapters describe Solomon’s building projects, including the temple in Jerusalem, and his
growing influence among surrounding nations. The Queen of Sheba’s visit symbolizes the
recognition of Solomon’s wisdom beyond Israel’s borders. This chapter follows the earlier
account of Solomon’s wisdom and wealth, providing a detailed description of the tangible
manifestations of his reign’s success.

Outline

The chapter begins with the arrival of the Queen of Sheba, who comes to test Solomon’s
wisdom with difficult questions. Following her interrogation, Solomon answers all her
inquiries to her satisfaction, leading to her admiration of his wisdom and the prosperity of
his kingdom. The narrative then shifts to a detailed description of Solomon’s wealth,
including his lavish gifts, the abundance of gold, and the splendor of his court. The chapter
concludes by summarizing Solomon’s great riches and the peace that characterized his
reign, highlighting the fulfillment of God’s blessings.
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Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1-3: The Queen of Sheba arrives in Jerusalem with a great caravan, bringing spices,
gold, and precious stones. She comes to test Solomon’s wisdom with hard questions,
demonstrating the widespread curiosity about his reputed wisdom. Solomon answers all
her questions, showing the depth of his understanding and the divine source of his
wisdom.

Verses 4-9: The Queen of Sheba is overwhelmed by Solomon’s wisdom, the organization
of his court, the offerings at the temple, and the prosperity of his kingdom. She praises the
God of Israel for placing Solomon on the throne, recognizing that his wisdom and wealth
exceed all she had heard. Her response reflects a genuine acknowledgment of God’s
blessing on Solomon.

Verses 10-13: In gratitude, the Queen of Sheba gives Solomon lavish gifts, including gold,
spices, and precious stones. Solomon, in turn, gives her all she desires and asks for,
demonstrating his generosity and the abundance of his resources. This exchange
highlights the diplomatic and economic relationships established during Solomon'’s reign.

Verses 14-29: The chapter shifts to a description of Solomon’s wealth and splendor. It
details the large quantities of gold he received annually, the elaborate furnishings of his
palace, and the grandeur of his throne. The description of the throne with six steps, lions
on each side, and decorations of gold symbolizes Solomon’s royal authority and the
magnificence of his kingdom. The passage also mentions Solomon’s ships and trade
expeditions, which contributed to his wealth.

Verses 30-31: The chapter concludes by summarizing Solomon’s unmatched wealth and
the peace that reigned during his time. This peace allowed for prosperity and the
flourishing of Israel under Solomon’s wise leadership, fulfilling the promises God made to
him.

Key Themes

Wisdom as a Divine Gift: Solomon’s wisdom is portrayed as a direct blessing from God,
enabling him to govern effectively and gain international respect. The Queen of Sheba’s
visit underscores the recognition of this divine wisdom beyond Israel.

Wealth and Prosperity: The chapter emphasizes the material blessings that accompanied
Solomon’s reign, illustrating how wisdom and obedience to God can lead to tangible
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prosperity.

International Relations: Solomon’s interactions with the Queen of Sheba and his trade
expeditions reveal the importance of diplomacy and commerce in establishing a strong
and peaceful kingdom.

God’s Faithfulness: The fulfillment of God’s promises to Solomon is a central theme,
showing that faithfulness to God brings blessing and honor.

Cross-References

The visit of the Queen of Sheba is also mentioned in 2 Chronicles 9, providing a parallel
account that complements the narrative in 1 Kings. The wisdom of Solomon is a recurring
theme in Proverbs and Ecclesiastes, books traditionally attributed to him, which expand on
the practical application of wisdom. The blessings and prosperity of Solomon’s reign echo
the promises made to David in 2 Samuel 7, where God assures David of a lasting dynasty.
The theme of divine wisdom guiding leadership is also found in James 1:5, which
encourages believers to seek wisdom from God.

Application

The story of Solomon and the Queen of Sheba challenges believers to seek wisdom from
God earnestly, recognizing that true wisdom comes from divine guidance rather than
human intellect alone. It encourages a heart of humility and openness to learning, even
from unexpected sources. The chapter also reminds us that blessings and prosperity are
often the result of faithful obedience and wise stewardship. In our own lives, we can apply
these principles by seeking God’s wisdom in decision-making, cultivating integrity, and
fostering relationships that promote peace and mutual respect. Additionally, the example
of Solomon’s generosity invites us to be generous with the resources God has entrusted to
us.

Summary

1 Kings Chapter 10 provides a rich portrayal of Solomon’s wisdom, wealth, and the
international recognition of his reign. The visit of the Queen of Sheba serves as a powerful
endorsement of Solomon’s God-given wisdom and the blessings that accompanied it. The
detailed description of Solomon’s riches and splendor underscores the prosperity that
comes from obedience to God. This chapter not only celebrates Solomon’s achievements
but also points to the faithfulness of God in fulfilling His promises. It encourages believers
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to seek divine wisdom and live in a way that honors God, trusting that He will bless and
establish their efforts.
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