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This study guide provides an educational overview of Leviticus Chapter 27 using a verse-
by-verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Leviticus Chapter 27 concludes the book of Leviticus by addressing the laws concerning
vows and dedications to the Lord. This chapter provides detailed instructions on how
individuals can consecrate persons, animals, or property to God through vows, and how
such dedications are to be valued and redeemed. It contributes to the overall flow of
Leviticus by emphasizing the seriousness of making commitments to God and the practical
means of fulfilling those commitments within the covenant community. Readers should
watch for the ways in which the chapter balances sacred obligations with practical
regulations, underscoring God’s holiness and the community’s responsibility to honor their
promises.

Context

Leviticus 27 follows a series of laws related to offerings, purity, and holiness that define
Israel’s covenant relationship with God. The immediate literary context includes
instructions on various types of sacrifices and the consecration of the tabernacle and
priests. Historically, these laws were given to the Israelites during their wilderness journey
after the Exodus, as part of God’s covenant to set them apart as a holy nation. The key
speaker throughout Leviticus is God, communicating through Moses, who serves as the
mediator between God and Israel. This chapter specifically addresses the fulfillment of
vows, which were solemn promises made to God, reflecting the seriousness of covenantal
commitment in Israel’s religious life.

Outline

The chapter begins with instructions on the valuation of persons dedicated to the Lord,
establishing a scale based on age and gender. It then moves to the valuation of animals
that are devoted, distinguishing between clean and unclean species. Following this, the
text addresses the valuation and redemption of houses and land dedicated to God,
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including provisions for redeeming or transferring these dedications. The chapter
concludes with a general principle that anything devoted to God is holy and not to be sold
or redeemed, reinforcing the sanctity of vows and dedications.

Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1–8: These verses set forth the valuation of persons who are dedicated to the Lord
by a vow. The value is determined by age and gender, reflecting the economic and social
realities of the time. The valuation system ensures a fair and structured approach to
fulfilling vows involving people, emphasizing the seriousness of such commitments.

Verses 9–13: Instructions are given regarding animals that are devoted to the Lord. Clean
animals are to be valued according to their worth, while unclean animals are not to be
redeemed but must be put to death. This distinction reflects the broader holiness code
concerning clean and unclean animals in Israel’s sacrificial system.

Verses 14–25: These verses focus on the valuation and redemption of houses and land
dedicated to the Lord. The valuation depends on the location of the property—whether it is
in a walled city or open country—and the time remaining until the next Jubilee year. The
Jubilee provides a temporal framework for land ownership and redemption, underscoring
God’s ultimate ownership of the land and the importance of restoring property to its
original owner.

Verses 26–33: The text declares that anything devoted to the Lord is holy and must not be
sold or redeemed. This section emphasizes the irrevocable nature of certain dedications
and the holiness that attaches to them. It also includes a specific command regarding
firstborn animals, which are to be holy to the Lord and not to be profaned.

Verses 34–38: The chapter closes with a summary statement that these are the
commandments the Lord gave to Moses on Mount Sinai for the Israelites. This reinforces
the divine authority behind the regulations and their integral place within the covenant
law.

Key Themes

One key theme is the sanctity of vows and dedications. The chapter underscores that
promises made to God are binding and must be honored with integrity. Another theme is
the valuation system, which reflects God’s justice and fairness in handling sacred
commitments. The distinction between clean and unclean animals highlights the ongoing

SPEARNET
Living as Bereans

Page 2
© 2025 SpearNet | www.spearnet.org | All Rights Reserved



call to holiness in all aspects of life. The concept of the Jubilee year introduces the theme
of restoration and God’s ultimate ownership of the land and people. Finally, the chapter
emphasizes that what is devoted to God is set apart and cannot be treated as ordinary
property, reinforcing the holiness that permeates the covenant relationship.

Cross-References

Numbers 30 provides additional instructions on vows, clarifying the seriousness and
conditions under which vows are made and fulfilled. Deuteronomy 15 discusses the Jubilee
year, offering further insight into the restoration of land and freedom, which helps
illuminate the valuation and redemption principles in Leviticus 27. Exodus 13:12–13
addresses the dedication of firstborn animals, connecting to the holiness of firstborns
emphasized in this chapter. Psalm 15 highlights the character of those who dwell with
God, including integrity in speech and commitments, which resonates with the theme of
honoring vows. Finally, Ecclesiastes 5:4–5 warns against making rash vows,
complementing the instructions here about the weight of promises to God.

Application

Modern disciples can learn from Leviticus 27 the importance of integrity in their
commitments to God. Vows and promises are not to be taken lightly but fulfilled with
sincerity and care. The principle of valuation reminds believers to consider the cost and
seriousness of dedicating something to God, whether time, resources, or relationships. The
distinction between clean and unclean can be understood spiritually as a call to holiness in
all areas of life. The Jubilee concept encourages believers to trust in God’s provision and
justice, fostering generosity and restoration in community life. Ultimately, this chapter
challenges believers to recognize that what is dedicated to God is sacred and to live with a
sense of reverence and responsibility in their covenant relationship with Him.

Summary

Leviticus Chapter 27 provides detailed regulations for the dedication of persons, animals,
and property to the Lord, emphasizing the holiness and seriousness of vows within the
covenant community. The chapter outlines a structured valuation system that reflects
God’s justice and the social realities of Israel, while distinguishing between clean and
unclean animals and incorporating the Jubilee year as a framework for land redemption. It
concludes by affirming the irrevocable nature of certain dedications and the holiness that
attaches to what is devoted to God. Together, these instructions reinforce the themes of
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covenant faithfulness, holiness, and God’s sovereign ownership, calling the community to
honor their commitments with integrity and reverence.
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