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This study guide provides an educational overview of Joshua Chapter 7 using a verse-by-
verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Joshua Chapter 7 marks a pivotal moment in the conquest narrative of the Book of Joshua.
This chapter reveals the consequences of disobedience and hidden sin within the camp of
Israel after their initial victory at Jericho. It serves as a sobering reminder that success in
God’s mission requires holiness and obedience, not just military might. Readers should
watch for the unfolding of Israel’s failure, the identification of the transgressor, and the
restoration process that follows. This chapter contributes to the book’s flow by highlighting
the covenantal demands on Israel as they enter the Promised Land and the seriousness of
communal responsibility.

Context

Joshua Chapter 7 immediately follows the dramatic fall of Jericho, where Israel, under
Joshua’s leadership, successfully conquered the city by following God’s specific
instructions. The chapter is set in the early phase of Israel’s settlement in Canaan, a time
when God’s covenant with Israel required strict obedience to His commands. The key
figures include Joshua, the leader of Israel; God, who communicates directly with Joshua;
and Achan, whose sin triggers the crisis. The chapter highlights the covenantal framework
where Israel’s success depends on faithfulness to God’s law, emphasizing the holiness
required to possess the land promised to their ancestors.

Outline

The chapter opens with the problem of Israel’s defeat at Ai, which contrasts with their
previous victory at Jericho. This initial section reveals the cause of failure: Israel’s hidden
sin. The narrative then shifts to God’s revelation to Joshua about the sin in the camp and
the command to identify the guilty party. The middle section focuses on the investigation
led by Joshua, culminating in the discovery of Achan’s transgression. The final part deals
with the judgment on Achan and his family, the cleansing of the camp, and the restoration
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of God’s favor, setting the stage for renewed conquest efforts.

Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1–3: Israel’s defeat at Ai is introduced, shocking after the triumph at Jericho. The
text notes God’s anger and the withdrawal of His presence, indicating a breach in
covenant relationship. This sets the tone for the chapter’s focus on sin and its
consequences.

Verses 4–5: Joshua’s reaction is one of confusion and distress, prompting him to seek
God’s guidance. The Lord’s response reveals that Israel has sinned by taking some of the
devoted things from Jericho, violating the ban (herem) God had commanded.

Verses 6–9: God instructs Joshua to sanctify the people and conduct a process of
identification to find the sinner. This involves a communal examination, underscoring the
corporate nature of Israel’s covenant relationship and accountability.

Verses 10–12: God reveals that the sin is among the people of Israel, causing their defeat.
The passage emphasizes that God’s presence is withdrawn because of this sin,
highlighting the seriousness of covenant disobedience.

Verses 13–15: Joshua is commanded to bring the tribes, families, and individuals before
the Lord to identify the guilty party. This detailed process highlights the thoroughness
required to restore holiness and order.

Verses 16–18: The tribe of Judah is singled out, then the family of the Zerah clan, and
finally Achan himself. The process narrows from the corporate to the individual,
demonstrating how sin can affect the entire community.

Verses 19–21: Achan confesses his sin of taking silver, gold, and a Babylonian garment,
hiding them in his tent. His confession reveals the nature of his disobedience and the
breach of the ban, which was a direct act of rebellion against God’s command.

Verses 22–26: The chapter concludes with the execution of judgment on Achan and his
family, the destruction of the stolen items, and the purification of the camp. This restores
God’s favor and prepares Israel for future victories, underscoring the necessity of holiness
for God’s blessing.

Key Themes
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One central theme is the holiness required of God’s people. Israel’s failure at Ai is directly
linked to sin in the camp, illustrating that God’s presence and blessing depend on
obedience. Another theme is corporate responsibility; Achan’s sin affects the entire nation,
showing that individual actions have communal consequences. The chapter also highlights
divine justice and mercy—while judgment is severe, the process leads to restoration and
renewed relationship with God. Lastly, the chapter emphasizes the seriousness of the
covenant and the need for transparency and confession to maintain God’s favor.

Cross-References

The narrative of Achan’s sin in Joshua 7 echoes the concept of the herem or ban found in
Deuteronomy 7, where God commands the complete destruction of certain peoples and
their possessions to prevent idolatry and impurity. This helps clarify the seriousness of
Achan’s disobedience. The story also parallels the account of Ananias and Sapphira in Acts
5, where hidden sin within the community leads to judgment, reinforcing the theme of
corporate holiness. Additionally, 1 Corinthians 5 addresses the need to remove sin from
the church community to protect its purity, providing a New Testament perspective on
communal responsibility. Finally, Psalm 66:18 underscores that unconfessed sin hinders
prayer and blessing, aligning with the withdrawal of God’s presence in Joshua 7.

Application

For modern disciples, Joshua 7 challenges believers to consider the impact of hidden sin on
both personal and community life. It calls for honesty, confession, and repentance as
essential to maintaining a vibrant relationship with God. The chapter reminds the church
that individual disobedience can affect the entire body, urging accountability and mutual
care. It also encourages believers to seek God’s guidance in times of failure and to trust in
His process of restoration. The seriousness of covenant faithfulness invites reflection on
how believers live out obedience in daily life, recognizing that God’s blessing is linked to
holiness and transparency.

Summary

Joshua Chapter 7 reveals the devastating consequences of sin within the community of
Israel during their conquest of Canaan. The chapter unfolds Israel’s defeat at Ai as a direct
result of Achan’s disobedience in taking devoted things from Jericho, violating God’s
command. Through God’s revelation and Joshua’s leadership, the sin is identified, judged,
and purged, restoring the covenant relationship and God’s favor. This chapter underscores
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the necessity of holiness, corporate responsibility, and confession in the life of God’s
people, setting a vital precedent for the challenges and victories that lie ahead in the
conquest narrative.
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