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This study guide provides an educational overview of Genesis Chapter 46 using a verse-
by-verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Genesis chapter 46 marks a pivotal moment in the narrative of Joseph and his family, as it
details the migration of Jacob and his descendants to Egypt. This chapter contributes
significantly to the overarching story of God’s providence and covenant faithfulness,
setting the stage for the Israelites’ eventual sojourn in Egypt. Readers should watch for the
themes of divine reassurance, family reunion, and the fulfilment of God’s promises, which
are woven throughout the chapter.

Context

Immediately preceding Genesis 46, Joseph reveals his identity to his brothers and invites
his family to settle in Egypt to escape famine. This chapter follows that invitation and
records Jacob’s journey to Egypt. The covenant context is crucial here, as God reiterates
His promises to Jacob, assuring him of protection and the continuation of the covenant
line. The key speakers include Jacob, Joseph, and God, with the setting transitioning from
Canaan to Egypt, highlighting a significant shift in Israel’s history.

Outline

The chapter begins with Jacob’s decision to move to Egypt after receiving God’s
reassurance. This is followed by God’s direct communication to Jacob in a vision,
confirming the promise of blessing and protection. Next, the narrative details Jacob’s
preparation for the journey, including the departure of his family and possessions. The
chapter concludes with a comprehensive listing of Jacob’s descendants who made the
journey, emphasizing the fulfillment of God’s promise to multiply his offspring.

Verse-by-Verse Study
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Verses 1-3: Jacob sets out for Egypt after God encourages him not to fear the move,
promising to make him a great nation there. This divine reassurance highlights God’s
ongoing guidance.

Verses 4-7: God speaks to Jacob in a vision at Beersheba, reaffirming the covenant
promises made to Abraham and Isaac, and assuring Jacob that his descendants will
prosper in Egypt and eventually return to Canaan.

Verses 8-27: Jacob sends messengers ahead to Joseph in Egypt, and upon arrival, Joseph
organizes the family’s settlement. The text lists the names of Jacob’s sons, grandsons, and
great-grandsons who journeyed to Egypt, emphasizing the fulfillment of God’s promise to
multiply Jacob’s descendants.

Verses 28-34: The chapter closes with the enumeration of Jacob’s family members,
totaling seventy persons, which underscores the significance of the family unit and the
beginning of Israel’s presence in Egypt.

Key Themes

One key theme is divine reassurance amid uncertainty, as God comforts Jacob before a
daunting relocation. Another theme is the faithfulness of God’s covenant promises,
demonstrated by the preservation and multiplication of Jacob’s family. The theme of family
unity and identity is also prominent, with the detailed genealogy underscoring the
importance of lineage in God’s plan. Lastly, the chapter highlights God’s providential
guidance in the midst of human decisions and historical events.

Cross-References

Genesis 12:1-3 provides the original covenant promises to Abraham, which are reaffirmed
to Jacob in this chapter, clarifying the continuity of God’s plan. Exodus 1:1-7 recounts the
descendants of Jacob in Egypt, connecting the migration in Genesis 46 to the later
narrative of Israel’s growth and oppression. Romans 8:28 offers insight into God’s
providential control, echoing the reassurance given to Jacob. Finally, Hebrews 11:22
mentions Joseph’s faith, linking the family’s trust in God through generations.

Application
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Modern disciples can draw encouragement from God’s reassurance to Jacob when facing
uncertain transitions or challenges. Trusting in God’s promises and guidance remains
essential, especially when circumstances require significant change. The emphasis on
family and community reminds believers to value their spiritual heritage and support one
another in faith journeys. Additionally, recognizing God’s providential hand in history
encourages patience and hope, knowing that God works through human decisions to fulfill
His purposes.

Summary

Genesis 46 narrates the significant migration of Jacob and his family to Egypt, highlighting
God’s reassurance and covenant faithfulness. Through divine communication and careful
preparation, Jacob’s family moves under God’s guidance, fulfilling the promise of
multiplication and preservation. The chapter’s detailed genealogy underscores the
importance of lineage and identity within God’s plan, setting the stage for Israel’s future in
Egypt and the unfolding of redemptive history.
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