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This study guide provides an educational overview of Exodus Chapter 26 using a verse-by-
verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Exodus Chapter 26 provides detailed instructions for the construction of the Tabernacle’s
tent, a central element in Israel’s worship and God’s dwelling among His people. This
chapter contributes to the book’s flow by transitioning from the narrative of deliverance to
the establishment of a sacred space where God’s presence will reside. As you study this
chapter, watch for the intricate design and materials specified, which reveal both practical
and symbolic aspects of God’s holiness and the relationship between God and Israel.

Context

The immediate literary context of Exodus 26 is the detailed instructions given by God to
Moses on Mount Sinai regarding the construction of the Tabernacle. This chapter follows
the instructions for the Ark of the Covenant and precedes the directions for the
Tabernacle’s furnishings and priestly garments. Historically, this occurs during the
covenantal moment when God is establishing His presence with the newly delivered
Israelites. The key speaker is God, communicating His holy design through Moses to the
people. The Tabernacle serves as a tangible sign of the covenant relationship and God’s
desire to dwell among His people.

Outline

The chapter can be divided into three main sections. First, the instructions for the ten
curtains of fine linen that form the Tabernacle’s inner covering, including their dimensions
and the method of joining them. Second, the description of the outer covering made from
ram skins dyed red and another durable material, providing protection and permanence.
Third, the instructions for the framework of boards and bars that support the curtains,
including their materials, dimensions, and assembly. Each section emphasizes both the
craftsmanship required and the symbolic significance of the materials and structure.
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Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1–3: These verses specify the creation of ten curtains made of finely twisted linen
with blue, purple, and scarlet yarn, embroidered with cherubim. The precise
measurements and the number of curtains highlight the importance of order and beauty in
the sacred space.

Verses 4–6: Instructions are given on how to join the curtains together by coupling five
curtains on one side and five on the other, making two sets. The method of joining with
loops and clasps emphasizes unity and strength in the structure.

Verses 7–8: One set of curtains is to be doubled over the other, creating a covered space.
The dimensions and arrangement reveal a deliberate design that balances openness with
enclosure, symbolizing God’s accessibility and holiness.

Verses 9–14: These verses describe the outer covering made of ram skins dyed red and an
additional covering of durable leather, likely from sea cows. This outer layer protects the
inner curtains from the elements, symbolizing God’s protection over His dwelling place.

Verses 15–25: The framework of the Tabernacle is detailed here, with acacia wood boards
standing upright, connected by silver bases and bars. The number of boards and their
dimensions are given, illustrating the stability and permanence of the structure. The
boards are arranged on the south, north, and west sides, with the east side left open for
the entrance.

Verses 26–30: The veil that separates the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place is
described. It is made of similar materials as the curtains and embroidered with cherubim.
This veil signifies the separation between God’s holiness and the people, foreshadowing
later theological developments.

Verses 31–37: The chapter concludes with instructions on the entrance curtain made of
blue, purple, and scarlet yarn and fine linen, hung on pillars with bronze bases. The
entrance is the only opening, symbolizing the way into God’s presence.

Key Themes

One key theme is the holiness of God expressed through the Tabernacle’s design. The use
of precious materials and the detailed craftsmanship reflect the reverence due to God’s
dwelling place. Another theme is the concept of separation and access, highlighted by the
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veil that divides the Holy Place and the Most Holy Place and the singular entrance,
symbolizing controlled access to God’s presence. The theme of God’s protection is evident
in the outer coverings, showing divine care for His sanctuary. Finally, the unity and order
in the construction reflect the covenantal relationship and the divine plan for worship.

Cross-References

Exodus 25:10–22 provides earlier instructions for the Ark of the Covenant, which is housed
within the Tabernacle described in chapter 26, clarifying the sacred context of the
structure. Hebrews 9:3–5 discusses the veil and the Most Holy Place, offering New
Testament insight into the significance of the separation between God and humanity.
Leviticus 16 describes the Day of Atonement rituals involving the Most Holy Place,
deepening understanding of the veil’s role. Finally, 1 Kings 6 details Solomon’s Temple
construction, showing the continuity and fulfillment of the Tabernacle’s design in Israel’s
worship history.

Application

Modern disciples can learn from the care and intentionality God commands in worship and
the sacred space. The chapter challenges believers to approach God with reverence and
recognize the holiness of His presence. The veil’s symbolism invites reflection on Christ’s
work in granting access to God, encouraging believers to enter boldly into God’s presence
through faith. The protective coverings remind us of God’s care and provision, inspiring
trust in His sustaining grace. Additionally, the unity and order in the Tabernacle’s
construction call the church to maintain harmony and structure in communal worship and
spiritual life.

Summary

Exodus 26 meticulously outlines the construction of the Tabernacle’s tent, emphasizing
the holiness, protection, and order required for God’s dwelling among His people. Through
detailed instructions on the curtains, coverings, framework, and veil, the chapter reveals
both practical and symbolic dimensions of divine presence. This sacred space embodies
God’s covenantal relationship with Israel, foreshadows future redemptive themes, and
calls believers to reverence, unity, and faith in God’s protective care.
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