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This study guide provides an educational overview of Exodus Chapter 22 using a verse-by-
verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Exodus Chapter 22 presents a detailed set of laws that address social justice, property
rights, and ethical responsibilities within the community of Israel. This chapter contributes
significantly to the book’s flow by transitioning from the narrative of Israel’s deliverance
and covenant establishment to the practical application of God’s justice in daily life.
Readers should watch for the emphasis on restitution, protection of the vulnerable, and
the balance between individual rights and communal responsibility. These laws reveal
God’s concern for fairness and compassion in societal relationships.

Context

Exodus 22 is situated immediately after the giving of the Ten Commandments and the
covenant ceremony at Mount Sinai. It forms part of the Book of the Covenant, a collection
of laws that God gave to Israel through Moses to guide their communal life. The chapter
reflects the covenantal framework where Israel is called to be a holy nation, distinct in its
justice and mercy. The laws are delivered by Moses as the mediator between God and the
people, emphasizing God’s direct involvement in establishing societal order. This chapter
addresses practical issues faced by a nomadic and agrarian society emerging into
nationhood under divine authority.

Outline

The chapter can be divided into several thematic sections. It begins with laws on theft,
property damage, and restitution, establishing principles for accountability and
compensation. Next, it addresses social justice concerns, including protections for the
poor, widows, orphans, and foreigners, highlighting God’s concern for the marginalized.
The chapter then moves to regulations about moral behavior and prohibitions against
idolatry and sorcery, reinforcing the covenant’s holiness demands. Finally, it concludes
with instructions about honesty in business and the responsibilities of the community to
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uphold justice.
Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1-3: These verses establish the principle of restitution for theft, requiring the thief
to repay multiple times the value of what was stolen, emphasizing the seriousness of
violating another’s property.

Verses 4-6: Addressing cases where a person’s livestock causes damage or is stolen,
these laws focus on responsibility and compensation, underscoring the importance of
vigilance and accountability.

Verses 7-9: These verses deal with property damage caused by fire and the consequences
for negligence, illustrating the need for care in protecting others’ possessions.

Verses 10-14: Laws about borrowing property, particularly animals, highlight the
borrower’s duty to care for what is entrusted to them, reflecting trust and responsibility in
relationships.

Verses 15-17: These verses prohibit sorcery and idolatry, reinforcing the covenant’s
demand for exclusive loyalty to God and warning against practices that lead Israel astray.

Verses 18-20: Prohibitions against sacrificing to other gods and the consequences for such
actions emphasize the covenant’s holiness and the seriousness of idolatry.

Verses 21-27: This section focuses on social justice, commanding kindness to strangers,
protection of the poor, and fair treatment of servants, reflecting God’s compassion and
justice.

Verses 28-31: The chapter concludes with instructions about honesty in business and the
responsibility to uphold God’s laws, calling Israel to integrity and faithfulness in community
life.

Key Themes

One key theme is restitution and justice, where wrongdoing is met with fair compensation
rather than mere punishment. Another theme is social responsibility, especially towards
vulnerable groups such as the poor, widows, and foreigners, revealing God’s heart for the
marginalized. The chapter also emphasizes the holiness of the community, prohibiting
idolatry and immoral practices to maintain covenant faithfulness. Lastly, trust and
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accountability in interpersonal relationships are highlighted, underscoring the importance
of integrity in all dealings.

Cross-References

Leviticus 19:18 echoes the call for justice and love toward neighbors, clarifying the ethical
foundation behind many of these laws. Deuteronomy 24:17-22 reiterates protections for
the vulnerable, reinforcing the covenant’s social justice demands. Proverbs 6:30-31
parallels the principles of restitution for theft, showing the consistency of God’s justice
throughout Scripture. Jeremiah 7:5-7 warns against idolatry and injustice, highlighting the
spiritual consequences of violating God’s commands. Finally, Luke 10:25-37, the Parable
of the Good Samaritan, exemplifies the compassion and responsibility toward strangers
that Exodus 22 mandates.

Application

Modern disciples can apply Exodus 22 by embracing a lifestyle of justice that goes beyond
legalism to genuine care for others, especially the marginalized. This chapter challenges
believers to practice honesty and integrity in all transactions and relationships, reflecting
God’s character. It also calls the church to advocate for those without power and to resist
idolatry in all its forms, including modern distractions that compete with God’s lordship.
Practicing restitution and accountability in community life fosters reconciliation and trust,
essential for healthy Christian fellowship and witness.

Summary

Exodus 22 provides a comprehensive set of laws that guide Israel in living out God’s
justice through restitution, protection of the vulnerable, and maintaining covenant
faithfulness. It bridges the divine covenant with practical social ethics, emphasizing
accountability, compassion, and holiness. The chapter calls the community to embody
God’s character in everyday interactions, setting a foundation for a just and
compassionate society under God’s rule.
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