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A concise summary of significant developments in Israel and the world through a grounded
Christian worldview.

Israel & Jerusalem

Samoa is set to open its embassy in Jerusalem this year, becoming the third Pacific island
nation to do so. Israeli Foreign Minister Sa’ar commended Samoa’s decision as a moral
stance, emphasizing the country’s consistent support for Israel in multilateral forums.
Meanwhile, Netanyahu’s chief of staff was detained, and his home searched amid a leak
investigation, though opposition efforts to suspend his appointment as UK envoy were
dismissed. These events highlight ongoing diplomatic and political dynamics centered in
Jerusalem. (Times of Israel; JNS)

In strategic developments, the IDF issued an evacuation order for Tehran ahead of
planned strikes, reflecting heightened regional tensions. Additionally, the Defense Ministry
announced a military exercise on Highway 35, signaling ongoing preparedness. These
measures coincide with broader initiatives such as the ‘Donroe Doctrine’ and the Abraham
Accords, aimed at reclaiming sacred neighborhoods, securing vital assets, and fostering
stability. (Jerusalem Post; JNS)

Wars & Security (Israel and Region)

Russia has deployed its new Oreshnik intermediate-range ballistic missile for the second
time in Ukraine, marking an escalation in the conflict and sending a possible warning to
the West. Concurrently, the Syrian army besieged Kurdish-majority neighborhoods in
Aleppo following clashes, further destabilizing the region. These developments underscore
the persistent volatility in the Middle East and its surroundings. (Long War Journal; Long
War Journal)

Efforts continue to recover the body of the last Gaza hostage as Hamas and the Red Cross
collaborate in the search, while the IDF reports multiple ceasefire violations. In the
geopolitical sphere, Israel’s ‘Periphery Doctrine’ remains a key strategy amid ongoing
regional tensions. Additionally, Maduro’s arrest by former President Trump introduces new
opportunities and risks into southern geopolitical dynamics. (Long War Journal; FDD)
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https://www.timesofisrael.com/foreign-ministry-confirms-samoa-will-open-embassy-in-jerusalem-this-year/
https://www.jns.org/saar-praises-samoa-for-moral-decision-to-open-embassy-in-jerusalem/
https://www.jpost.com/breaking-news/article-857933
https://www.jns.org/the-donroe-doctrine-and-the-abraham-accords-reclaiming-sacred-neighborhoods/
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/01/russia-uses-new-oreshnik-missile-for-second-time-in-ukraine.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/01/syrian-army-besieges-kurdish-neighborhoods-in-aleppo-following-clashes.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/01/syrian-army-besieges-kurdish-neighborhoods-in-aleppo-following-clashes.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/01/hamas-red-cross-search-for-last-gaza-hostages-body-idf-reports-14-ceasefire-violations-from-december-19-to-january-8.php
https://www.fdd.org/podcasts/2026/01/09/southern-exposure-trumps-arrest-of-maduro-brings-opportunities-and-dangers/


Global Macro & Geopolitics

Mass protests in Iran persist despite a severe crackdown, with hundreds reportedly killed
or injured and many detained. Iran’s parliament warned that US troops and Israel would be
legitimate targets if America strikes the country, escalating regional tensions. Meanwhile,
Australia faces devastating bushfires in Victoria, prompting a state of emergency as
thousands of firefighters battle the blaze. (BBC News; France24)

In sports, Egypt advanced to the AFCON 2025 semifinals after defeating the Ivory Coast,
setting up a match against Senegal. Economically, Taiwan’s TSMC faces trade theft cases,
which analysts interpret as evidence of effective intellectual property protection rather
than a negative image. Chinese analysts view the recent thaw with India as a strategic
balancing act designed to prevent a firm alignment with the US while maintaining security
postures. (France24; The Diplomat)

Pestilence & Global Health

A notable real-world experiment demonstrated that flu patients spending days indoors
with healthy volunteers did not transmit the virus, attributed to limited coughing and well-
mixed air. This finding highlights the critical role of ventilation and mask usage in infection
control. Additionally, new research links long COVID symptoms to persistent inflammation
and micro-clots, with emerging treatments showing promise despite limited large-scale
trials. (ScienceDaily; ScienceDaily)

Scientists have discovered ‘Migrions,’ viral structures that enable collective delivery of
viral material, thereby increasing infection severity. Meanwhile, the antiviral drug Tamiflu
was found to reduce neuropsychiatric events in children with influenza, reversing previous
safety concerns. Research has also uncovered mechanisms behind rare heart
inflammation triggered by mRNA COVID vaccines, offering potential pathways to mitigate
these risks. (ScienceDaily; ScienceDaily)

Natural Disasters & Signs in the Heavens

Recent seismic activity includes a magnitude 1.1 earthquake near The Geysers, California,
and a magnitude 2.7 quake northwest of Beluga, Alaska, both recorded by the USGS.
These minor tremors reflect ongoing tectonic movements in the region. Concurrently,
NASA has removed two historic test stands at its Marshall Space Flight Center as part of a
modernization effort. (USGS; NASA)
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https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cm2jek15m8no?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://www.france24.com/en/middle-east/20260111-iran-warns-us-troops-israel-will-be-legitimate-targets-if-america-strikes-over-protests
https://www.france24.com/en/tv-shows/sports/20260111-afcon-2025-egypt-knock-out-ivory-coast-to-set-up-senegal-semi-final
https://thediplomat.com/2026/01/tsmcs-trade-theft-cases-arent-a-bad-look-for-taiwan/
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/01/260110211204.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/01/260107225532.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/01/260105165820.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/01/260105165818.htm
https://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/eventpage/nc75294086
https://www.nasa.gov/centers-and-facilities/marshall/nasa-marshall-removes-2-historic-test-stands/


NASA is advancing preparations for its first crewed Artemis moon mission, with final
integration and testing underway at Kennedy Space Center. The StarBurst instrument
recently passed extreme temperature tests, moving closer to launch readiness.
Additionally, NASA’s Dragonfly mission to Titan progresses through advanced simulation
and testing phases, promising groundbreaking exploration of Saturn’s moon. (NASA; NASA
)

Middle Eastern Artifacts

Recent archaeological reports from the configured artifacts source highlight updates from
both fieldwork and museum exhibitions. This includes news and developments related to
ancient Jerusalem, featuring archaeological findings, events, tours, and experiences at the
City of David. (City of David)

Reflection

The unfolding geopolitical and security developments emphasize the fragile balance that
characterizes the Middle East and its surrounding regions. Diplomatic progress, such as
Samoa’s opening of an embassy in Jerusalem, stands in stark contrast to ongoing conflicts
and regional tensions, illustrating the complexity of efforts to achieve peace and stability.

Meanwhile, scientific advancements and health research continue to offer hope amid
global challenges, ranging from viral infections to space exploration. These endeavors
reflect humanity’s resilience and enduring pursuit of knowledge, even as natural and
human-made crises persist.

Maintain vigilance in geopolitical affairs while supporting diplomatic progress.
Prioritize public health measures informed by emerging scientific insights.
Encourage investment in space and technological innovation for long-term benefits.
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https://www.nasa.gov/missions/artemis/artemis-2/final-steps-underway-for-nasas-first-crewed-artemis-moon-mission/
https://www.nasa.gov/general/shaken-not-stirred-nasas-starburst-aces-extreme-temperature-tests/
https://cityofdavid.org.il/en/new-in-antiquities/

