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A concise summary of significant developments in Israel and the world through a grounded
Christian worldview.

Global Watch Daily – December 15, 2025

Israel & Jerusalem

Recent events in Israel and Jerusalem highlight both ongoing conflict and cultural
remembrance. A disturbing rise in violent attacks against Jewish individuals has been
reported, with calls for strategies to counter this growing tide of murderous inhumanity (
Times of Israel). In Australia, anguish follows a bloody terror attack at a Hanukkah event,
underscoring the global reach of anti-Semitic violence (Times of Israel).

Amidst these somber realities, Jerusalem continues to celebrate its rich history, with a
festival of archaeology offering five ways to explore Hanukkah’s origins in the city (Times
of Israel). The spirit of Chanukah is marked by stories of miracles and heroes in diverse
forms, reflecting the enduring hope and resilience of the Jewish people (Israel365 News).

On the geopolitical front, debates continue regarding Gaza’s future as the United States
plans a stabilization force, while an Israeli figure makes history in Major League Baseball,
illustrating the multifaceted nature of current events (Israel365 News). The recent
Chanukah shooting in Sydney has been attributed to years of antisemitic incitement, a
tragic reminder of the persistent dangers faced by Jewish communities worldwide (
Israel365 News).

Public figures and celebrities have expressed their sorrow and solidarity following the
Sydney massacre, affirming that some lights cannot be extinguished despite attempts to
spread darkness (JNS). Meanwhile, the concept of modern-day Maccabees has emerged,
drawing parallels between ancient heroes and those standing firm today (JNS).

In defense and security developments, a secret Elbit Systems deal with a foreign state has
been revealed as one of the largest in the company’s history, signaling ongoing military
and technological advancements (JNS). Meanwhile, humanitarian crises persist in the
region, with reports from Sudan describing cities trapped, starving, and fearful under siege
(Al-Monitor).
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The tragic details of Australia’s Hanukkah massacre have been further illuminated,
revealing the extent of the loss and the impact on the community (Al-Monitor). Natural
disasters also affect the broader region, with a flash flood in a Moroccan town killing
dozens, reminding us of the fragility of life (Al-Monitor).

In Syria, the U.S. military reports three Americans killed by an Islamic State gunman,
highlighting the ongoing instability in the region (BBC). Israel has targeted a senior Hamas
official in a deadly strike in Gaza, continuing its efforts to counter terrorism (BBC).

In Iran, Nobel laureate Narges Mohammadi was arrested, according to supporters,
reflecting ongoing repression of dissenting voices (BBC). The Israel Defense Forces (IDF)
have issued an evacuation order for Tehran ahead of potential strikes, signaling
heightened tensions (Jerusalem Post). Additionally, the Israeli Defense Ministry plans a
military exercise on Highway 35, underscoring ongoing preparedness (Jerusalem Post). In
Russia, a Ukrainian drone attack forced the closure of a Moscow airport, demonstrating the
continuing conflict between the two nations (Jerusalem Post).

Wars & Security (Israel and Region)

Security concerns remain acute in the region and beyond. A terrorist attack on a Hanukkah
lighting ceremony in Australia resulted in at least sixteen deaths, a tragic act of violence
targeting a religious celebration (Long War Journal). In Syria, an Islamic State ambush in
Palmyra killed three Americans and injured three others, underscoring the persistent
threat posed by extremist groups (Long War Journal).

Ukraine has reported regaining ground from Russian forces in the strategic city of
Kupiansk, reflecting ongoing shifts in the conflict between the two countries (Long War
Journal).

In the United States, public sentiment favors strong leadership and statesmanship,
emphasizing the desire for effective governance amid global challenges (Foundation for
Defense of Democracies). Israel is taking measures to secure its most vulnerable border,
reflecting ongoing security concerns and the need for vigilance (Foundation for Defense of
Democracies). Meanwhile, workers in Iran seek to unite for improved conditions, though
they face significant obstacles and require external support to achieve their goals (
Foundation for Defense of Democracies).

Apostasy & Religious Developments
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The attack on a Hanukkah event at Sydney’s Bondi Beach resulted in at least eleven
deaths, a stark reminder of the dangers religious minorities face in hostile environments (
Religion News Service).

In religious discourse, Rev. Brian Kaylor reflects on the “War Gospel” as articulated by Pete
Hegseth, exploring themes of faith and conflict in contemporary society (Religion News
Service). Meanwhile, the spiritual life within monasteries offers insights into finding joy and
meaning amid solitude and devotion (Religion News Service).

Michael McEwen shares reflections on life and literature, highlighting the role of Christian
thought in navigating modern challenges (The Gospel Coalition). Christians are
encouraged to resist the peer pressure of secular employment environments that may
conflict with their faith values (The Gospel Coalition).

The centennial of the Scopes Trial prompts examination of fact and fiction in Christian
historical understanding, reminding believers of the ongoing dialogue between faith and
science (The Gospel Coalition). Early church ethics continue to provide a foundation for
Christian living in a complex world (Crosswalk).

An analysis of faith trends in America during 2025 questions whether the nation is
experiencing revival or a reset in religious commitment (Crosswalk). Additionally, a former
atheist presents a compelling case for Jesus in a new film, contributing to the ongoing
conversation about faith and belief (Crosswalk).

Conflict in the Democratic Republic of Congo has escalated sharply despite peace efforts,
posing challenges for Christian communities and humanitarian actors (International
Christian Concern). The European Union has discussed increased Christian persecution in
South Asia, highlighting the global nature of religious oppression (International Christian
Concern). In Vietnam, the government remains silent on the case of an extradited
Christian refugee, raising concerns about religious freedom and human rights (
International Christian Concern).

Biotechnology & Genetic Engineering

Recent scientific studies reveal promising advances in health and medicine. Research
indicates that simple lifestyle habits could make the brain appear eight years younger,
suggesting the potential for improved cognitive longevity (ScienceDaily). Anxiety and
insomnia have been linked to sharp declines in key immune cells, highlighting the
interplay between mental health and immune function (ScienceDaily).
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Cannabis compounds have demonstrated unexpected efficacy against ovarian cancer in
recent studies, opening new avenues for treatment (ScienceDaily). Innovations in
telecommunications include bio-hybrid 6G networks utilizing synthetic biology-enabled
base stations, aiming for energy-autonomous operations (Nature).

Further research into camphor derivatives reveals anticancer and antioxidant potential,
contributing to the development of novel therapies (Nature). Studies also explore animal-
derived components in cultivated meat research and their alternatives, reflecting ethical
and scientific considerations (Nature).

In medical diagnostics, mammograms are evolving with artificial intelligence to predict
future breast cancer risk better, enhancing early detection (STAT News). Palliative care
discussions emphasize the importance of helping families recognize when a patient has
passed, addressing grief and acceptance (STAT News). However, the sudden death of a
child in a gene therapy clinical trial has raised concerns about the safety and ethical
implications of this promising area of research (STAT News).

Pestilence & Global Health

Researchers have identified viral candidates that may contribute to the persistence of long
COVID symptoms, advancing understanding of this complex condition (ScienceDaily).
Following the reopening of schools after COVID-19 closures, significant decreases in
anxiety and depression among children have been observed, indicating the positive
impact of returning to normalcy (ScienceDaily).

Artificial intelligence has uncovered a surprising vulnerability in the monkeypox virus,
which could inform the development of more effective vaccines (ScienceDaily).

The European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) has released an overview
of avian influenza cases from September to November 2025, providing crucial data for
monitoring and response efforts (ECDC). Additionally, the ECDC’s communicable disease
threats report for late November to early December offers insights into current public
health challenges (ECDC). Strategies to combat avian and swine flu in humans have been
defined by the ECDC, aiming to reduce the risk of outbreaks and protect public health (
ECDC).

Natural Disasters & Signs in the Heavens
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Seismic activity continues to be monitored worldwide, with reports documenting
earthquakes on December 15, 2025, including minor tremors in Alaska, Tennessee, and
California (Volcano Discovery; USGS Alaska; USGS Tennessee; USGS California).

Volcanic activity remains notable, with several volcanoes, including Santiaguito, Fuego,
Popocatépetl, Semeru, Ibu, Dukono, Reventador, and Nevado del Ruiz, active as of
December 15, 2025 (Volcano Discovery). The Ibu volcano has issued a volcanic ash advisory,
with ash reaching altitudes of up to 6,000 feet, posing a potential hazard to aviation and
nearby communities (Volcano Discovery).

In space exploration news, NASA highlights the unexpected trajectory of Erin Sholl’s path
to human spaceflight safety, underscoring the challenges and triumphs of astronaut
training and mission planning (NASA). Astronaut Jonny Kim is scheduled to discuss his
eight-month mission aboard the International Space Station, sharing insights into long-
duration spaceflight (NASA). NASA’s Webb Space Telescope and Curiosity rover have been
named in TIME’s Best Inventions Hall of Fame, recognizing their significant contributions to
science and exploration (NASA).

Global Macro & Geopolitics

European efforts to fund Ukraine through seized Russian assets face increasing difficulties,
according to the EU’s top diplomat, reflecting the complexities of international sanctions
and war financing (Politico). The College of Europe is seeking a new rector to replace
Federica Mogherini, signaling leadership changes in European academic institutions (
Politico). The European Commission is considering quotas for underrepresented
nationalities, aiming to enhance diversity and inclusion within its ranks (Politico).

In Iran, imprisoned Nobel laureate Narges Mohammadi has been hospitalized twice after
suffering heavy blows, according to her family, raising concerns about her treatment and
human rights (France24). Educational challenges in Gaza persist, with calls that much
more needs to be done to support students amid ongoing conflict and instability (France24
).

The Syrian individual responsible for killing Americans was reportedly part of the country’s
security forces, according to the interior ministry, highlighting the complexities of internal
conflict and terrorism (France24). The Vatican is embracing digital platforms as influencer
priests spread the gospel on social media, reflecting new methods of evangelism in the
modern age (France24).
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Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky has offered to drop the country’s NATO bid in
exchange for security guarantees ahead of talks in Berlin, indicating a potential shift in
diplomatic strategy (France24). In Paris, the Louvre museum has gone on strike following a
jewel heist and a June shutdown, adding to the challenges faced by cultural institutions (
France24).

The victims of the Bondi shooting include a 10-year-old child, two rabbis, and a Holocaust
survivor, illustrating the profound human cost of such violence (BBC). A manhunt has
resumed for a Brown University gunman after a person of interest was released, as
authorities continue to seek justice and security (BBC). Details continue to emerge about
the Brown University shooting, as communities grapple with the aftermath (BBC).

In broader geopolitical analysis, the article “Dictators Don’t Take Holidays” examines the
persistent nature of authoritarian regimes despite global events (The Diplomat). The
Philippines has claimed that three fishermen were injured in a skirmish with the Chinese
Coast Guard, highlighting ongoing maritime tensions (The Diplomat). Fighting between
Thailand and Cambodia has entered its second week as Bangkok rejects outside mediation
efforts, prolonging regional instability (The Diplomat).

Middle Eastern Artifacts

Archaeological discoveries continue to shed light on the rich history of the Middle East. A
rare 1,300-year-old lead pendant decorated with a menorah symbol was uncovered north
of the City of David, offering a tangible connection to ancient Jewish heritage (City of
David – News in Antiquities).

An Assyrian inscription dating from the First Temple period was also discovered, providing
valuable insights into the region’s ancient past (City of David – News in Antiquities). The
largest dam from ancient Israel has been uncovered in the City of David, highlighting the
advanced engineering capabilities of past civilizations (City of David – News in Antiquities).
Additionally, a rare gold coin of Egyptian Queen Berenice II was found in the City of David,
linking the area to broader Mediterranean history and trade (City of David – News in
Antiquities).

Reflection

The events of this day remind us of the persistent challenges faced by believers and
communities worldwide, from violent persecution to the pursuit of peace and justice. The
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resilience demonstrated by those who stand firm in their faith, like the modern-day
Maccabees, encourages us to remain steadfast in prayer and action. As we witness both
the darkness of hatred and the light of hope, we are called to be agents of peace and
compassion in a fractured world.

In the midst of global turmoil and rapid scientific advancement, the eternal truths of
Scripture provide grounding and guidance. We are reminded that God’s sovereignty
extends over all nations and that His justice will ultimately prevail. Let us pray for
protection over vulnerable communities, wisdom for leaders, and healing for a world in
need of His mercy.

Pray for the safety and comfort of those affected by anti-Semitic violence and terror
attacks worldwide.
Pray for wisdom and courage for leaders working toward peace and security in the
Middle East and beyond.
Pray for healing and hope for those suffering from illness, conflict, and natural
disasters.
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