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Global Watch Daily - December 8, 2025

A concise summary of major developments in Israel and the world through a grounded
Christian worldview.

Global Watch Daily - December 8, 2025
Israel & Jerusalem

Recent developments in Israel and Jerusalem highlight ongoing security concerns,
archaeological discoveries, and significant religious advocacy efforts. A man was arrested
for posting death threats against the Druze chief of the Coordination of Government
Activities in the Territories (COGAT), underscoring tensions within Israeli society (Times of
Israel). Archaeologists unearthed a dismantled Hasmonean-era wall in Jerusalem, dating
back approximately 2,100 years, shedding light on a mysterious period of destruction and
the extent of Maccabean power in the region (Times of Israel ; Israel365News).
Additionally, a 2,000-year-old city wall was uncovered, further enriching the historical
understanding of Jerusalem’s ancient fortifications (JNS).

On the diplomatic and security front, Iran announced that a dual national arrested during
the June war is currently on trial for spying for Israel, reflecting ongoing espionage and
intelligence conflicts in the region (Times of Israel). Meanwhile, Israeli authorities issued an
evacuation order for Tehran ahead of planned strikes, indicating heightened military
readiness and potential escalation (Jerusalem Post). In domestic politics, far-right Israeli
politician Itamar Ben-Gvir wore a yellow noose pin to promote the death penalty for
terrorists, a symbolic gesture stirring public debate (JNS).

Religious advocacy was marked by the arrival of evangelical leaders from 18 nations on a
historic Eagles’ Wings advocacy mission to Israel, demonstrating international Christian
support for the Jewish state (Israel365News). However, tensions in academic discourse
were evident as a report controversially blamed Jewish students for hostility on campuses
and labeled antisemitism as a “Zionist plot,” reflecting ongoing challenges in addressing
antisemitism (Israel365News). Additionally, deep distrust between left and right political
factions complicates the establishment of a state commission of inquiry into the events of
October 7, illustrating the polarized political climate (JNS).

Finally, Bethlehem illuminated its Christmas tree for the first time since the Gaza war
began, symbolizing a moment of hope and celebration amid ongoing conflict (BBC).
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Wars & Security (Israel and Region)

The security situation in Israel and the surrounding region remains tense with ongoing
military and militia activity. In Gaza, an anti-Hamas Popular Forces militia leader was
killed, underscoring the continuing internal conflicts and power struggles within the
territory (Long War Journal). Tensions between Israel and Syria persist following an Israeli
raid, with the White House urging dialogue to reduce hostilities, reflecting the fragile state
of regional diplomacy (Long War Journal).

In Yemen, the Southern Transitional Council seized key areas of the Hadramawt
Governorate from rival government forces, indicating ongoing fragmentation and conflict
within the country (Long War Journal). The widening gulf between Iran and the Gulf states
continues to shape the geopolitical landscape, with increasing tensions affecting alliances
and security calculations (Foundation for Defense of Democracies).

On the defensive technology front, Germany has fielded the first Israeli Arrow 3 missile
defense system, a development aimed at countering threats from Russia and enhancing
European security cooperation (Foundation for Defense of Democracies). Public opinion in
the United States shows that 60 percent of Americans approve of U.S. strikes against
Iranian nuclear facilities, indicating support for proactive measures to prevent nuclear
proliferation (Foundation for Defense of Democracies).

Apostasy & Religious Developments

Religious and cultural developments reveal both challenges and opportunities within
Christian and broader faith communities. In the United States, Somali immigrants are
being recognized as a valuable gift to American society, countering negative stereotypes
and encouraging cultural appreciation (Religion News Service). Catholic campus ministers
are working toward culturally responsive ministry to serve Latino students better, fostering
a sense of belonging and spiritual growth among this demographic (Religion News Service
). A small London church has launched a new cultural mission inviting passersby to engage
with its community, reflecting innovative approaches to outreach (Religion News Service).

Christian writers emphasize spiritual disciplines to combat temptation, with articles
encouraging believers to remember Christ’s victory in the fight against sexual temptation (
The Gospel Coalition). The rise of online sermons brings hidden dangers, as some caution
against the potential for spiritual distraction and misinformation in digital ministry (The
Gospel Coalition). Meanwhile, Christian author Josiah Queen reminds Generation Z that

Page 2
© 2025 SpearNet | www.spearnet.org | All Rights Reserved


https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2025/12/anti-hamas-popular-forces-militia-leader-killed-in-gaza.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2025/12/israel-syria-tensions-continue-after-israeli-raid-as-white-house-urges-dialogue.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2025/12/southern-transitional-council-seizes-key-areas-of-yemens-hadramawt-governorate-from-rival-government-forces.php
https://www.fdd.org/podcasts/2025/12/05/the-widening-gulf-between-iran-and-the-gulf/
https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2025/12/05/eyeing-russia-germany-fields-first-israeli-arrow-3-missile-defense-system/
https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2025/12/05/new-survey-reveals-60-percent-of-americans-approved-of-u-s-strikes-against-iranian-nuclear-facilities/
https://religionnews.com/2025/12/06/somalis-are-not-garbage-they-are-a-gift-that-all-americans-should-treasure/
https://religionnews.com/2025/12/05/catholic-campus-ministers-work-towards-culturally-responsive-ministry-for-latino-students/
https://religionnews.com/2025/12/05/a-tiny-london-church-offers-passersby-an-invitation-to-look/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/sexual-temptation-christ-victory/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/danger-online-sermons/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/danger-online-sermons/

4 SPEARNET
[ rYy]

g'l l Living as Bereans

real life is found in Scripture rather than in digital devices, urging a return to biblical
foundations (Crosswalk). Reflecting a positive trend, YouVersion revealed that Bible
reading has hit record levels in 2025, with the most popular verse encouraging spiritual
engagement (Crosswalk).

Persecution of Christians continues in parts of the world. Churches in Sudan have been
vandalized amid ongoing instability, highlighting the risks believers face in hostile
environments (Open Doors). Communist nations maintain persecution through intense
scrutiny and bureaucratic red tape, restricting Christian witness and activity (Open Doors).
In eastern Democratic Republic of Congo, Rwanda and the DRC have reaffirmed intentions
for peace despite ongoing violence, signaling cautious hope for stability in a troubled

region (Open Doors).

Biotechnology & Genetic Engineering

Advances in biotechnology and genetic engineering continue to emerge with potential
health impacts. A new study identified a silent genetic heart risk that affects millions,
offering prospects for early detection and prevention of cardiac events (ScienceDaily).
Researchers discovered that a simple ingredient can significantly enhance the health
benefits of kale, potentially improving dietary nutrition (ScienceDaily).

In a breakthrough for genetic medicine, scientists used CRISPR-free RNA base editing to
restore hearing in mice with a specific nonsense mutation, demonstrating progress in
treating hereditary hearing loss (Nature Communications). Additionally, novel
nanoparticles loaded with bacterial menaquinone show potential anti-cancer effects
through gene expression modulation, opening new avenues for cancer therapy (Scientific
Reports). Functional dairy foods incorporating date pollen extract have been shown to
modulate hypothyroid symptoms in animal models, suggesting alternative nutritional
therapies (Scientific Reports).

Pharmaceutical developments include Kymera’s drug showing promise in early-stage trials
for atopic dermatitis, potentially rivaling existing treatments such as Dupixent (STAT News
). Dyne Therapeutics plans to file for FDA approval for a next-generation Duchenne
muscular dystrophy drug, advancing treatment options for this genetic disorder (STAT
News). However, funding cuts at the National Institutes of Health have excluded hundreds
of young scientists from starting their own labs, raising concerns about the future of
American scientific research (STAT News).
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Pestilence & Global Health

Recent scientific studies have provided new insights into historical and contemporary
infectious diseases. Researchers uncovered a volcanic trigger behind the Black Death,
linking environmental factors to the spread of this devastating pandemic in the 14th
century (ScienceDaily). In modern health developments, garlic mouthwash has
demonstrated unexpectedly strong germ-fighting power, suggesting a natural adjunct to
oral hygiene (ScienceDaily). Scientists have also captured flu viruses entering human cells
in real time, advancing understanding of viral infection mechanisms (ScienceDaily).

The European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) released its
communicable disease threats report for the week of November 29 to December 5, 2025,
monitoring ongoing infectious disease risks across Europe (ECDC). The agency also
defined strategies to combat avian and swine flu in humans, emphasizing preparedness
and response to zoonotic influenza threats (ECDC). Furthermore, scenarios for pre-
pandemic zoonotic influenza preparedness and response were outlined to enhance global
readiness (ECDC).

Natural Disasters & Signs in the Heavens

Natural events and scientific achievements mark this period with notable occurrences.
Multiple earthquakes were recorded near San Ramon, California, with magnitudes ranging
from 1.6 to 3.0, reflecting ongoing seismic activity in the region (USGS ; USGS ; USGS).
Several volcanoes remain active, including Santiaguito, Fuego, Popocatépetl, Semeru,
Shiveluch, Ibu, Dukono, and Reventador, with a volcanic ash advisory issued for
Santiaguito reaching 14,000 feet in altitude (Volcano Discovery ; Volcano Discovery).

In space exploration, NASA’s Artemis Il Vehicle Manager Branelle Rodriguez prepared the
Orion spacecraft for its upcoming mission, marking a significant step in human spaceflight
(NASA). Additionally, NASA held an invention challenge bringing student engineers to the
Jet Propulsion Laboratory, fostering innovation and education in aerospace engineering (
NASA). NASA also won its second Emmy Award for the 2024 total solar eclipse broadcast,
highlighting excellence in science communication (NASA).

Global Macro & Geopolitics

Global political dynamics continue to evolve amid digital regulation, regional conflicts, and
diplomatic engagements. Meta has committed to a hybrid advertising model to settle an
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EU digital rules probe, reflecting ongoing tensions between technology companies and
regulatory authorities in Europe (Politico). The European Union’s Council President, Antonio
Costa, warned the United States against interference in European affairs, emphasizing the
importance of European sovereignty (Politico). Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy is
scheduled to meet with European leaders, including Ursula von der Leyen, Antonio Costa,
and Mark Rutte, in Brussels, underscoring ongoing international support amid the conflict
with Russia (Palitico).

In Syria, the city of Homs remains trapped in a cycle of sectarian violence, complicating
efforts toward peace and reconstruction (France24). One year after Bashar Assad fled
Syria, the country continues to struggle with healing and stability, as residents attempt to
rebuild homes with limited resources (France24 ; France24).

In Africa, a hunt is underway for coup plotters and hostages in Benin, while in Nigeria, one
hundred abducted schoolchildren have been released, highlighting ongoing security
challenges on the continent (BBC ; BBC). Clashes along the Thai-Cambodia border have
caused thousands to flee, reflecting persistent regional tensions (BBC).

Middle Eastern Artifacts

Archaeological discoveries continue to illuminate the rich history of the Middle East. An
Assyrian inscription from the First Temple period was discovered, providing valuable
insights into ancient Near Eastern civilizations (City of David - News in Antiquities). The
largest dam in ancient Israel was uncovered in the City of David, revealing advanced water
management techniques of the period (City of David - News in Antiquities).

A rare gold coin of Egyptian Queen Berenice Il was found in the City of David, highlighting
the region’s historical connections with neighboring kingdoms (City of David - News in
Antiquities). Additionally, a rare Year Four Revolt coin was discovered in Jerusalem, linked
to the Jewish revolt against Roman rule, symbolizing the enduring quest for redemption
and national identity (City of David - News in Antiquities).

Reflection

The current developments across Israel, the Middle East, and the wider world reveal a
complex tapestry of conflict, cultural heritage, and spiritual challenges. In Israel and
Jerusalem, the juxtaposition of ancient archaeological discoveries with contemporary
security threats underscores the enduring significance of this land in both history and
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present-day geopolitics. The continued tensions in the region, including military actions
and political polarization, remind us of the fragile peace that remains and the need for
wisdom and justice in leadership.

Religious developments highlight both the vibrancy and vulnerability of faith communities
worldwide. While evangelical advocacy and increased Bible engagement signal spiritual
vitality, the persecution of believers in places like Sudan and communist nations exposes
the cost of discipleship in hostile environments. Advances in biotechnology and global
health reflect human ingenuity but also raise questions about stewardship and the ethical
use of scientific progress. Natural disasters and cosmic events remind us of the created
order’s power and the need for humility before God’s sovereignty.

The archaeological findings in the Middle East offer tangible connections to biblical history,
reinforcing the deep roots of faith and identity in this region. These discoveries encourage
believers to remember God’s faithfulness through the ages, even amid present
uncertainties. As the world navigates geopolitical shifts, cultural transformations, and
technological advances, Christians are called to remain steadfast, discerning, and
prayerful, trusting in God’s ultimate plan for redemption and peace.

e Pray for the peace and security of Israel and Jerusalem, that God would protect His
chosen land and people.

e Pray for the persecuted church worldwide, that believers would be strengthened and
courageous in the face of opposition.

e Pray for Christian discernment, faithfulness, and boldness to witness faithfully in
turbulent and uncertain times.
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