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Global Watch Daily - December 2, 2025

A concise summary of major developments in Israel and the world through a grounded
Christian worldview.

Global Watch Daily - December 2, 2025
Israel & Jerusalem

Germany has taken a significant step in international justice by sending a Libyan individual
suspected of war crimes to face trial at the International Criminal Court (ICC), underscoring
ongoing efforts to hold perpetrators accountable for atrocities (Times of Israel). The Israeli
Prime Minister has been invited to the White House for an unprecedented fifth time,
reflecting the continuing close diplomatic ties and strategic discussions between Israel and
the United States (Times of Israel).

In a border town of Israel, the mayor has taken a firm stance against terror, refusing to let
violence disrupt the community’s resilience and daily life (Times of Israel). Recently, an
alert resident prevented a major terror attack in Ateret, where two soldiers were wounded
in a stabbing incident, highlighting the ongoing security challenges faced by Israel (
Israel365 News).

Israel has issued warnings regarding Hezbollah’s rapid efforts to rebuild its military
capabilities in Lebanon, signaling concerns over regional security and the potential for
renewed hostilities (JNS). Additionally, Israel is preparing to receive possible remains of
hostages from Gaza for forensic testing, a somber development in the ongoing conflict and
humanitarian crisis (Al-Monitor).

In other troubling developments, a monument dedicated to a slain Jewish child at a
synagogue in Rome was defaced, an act that has drawn condemnation and concern for
rising antisemitism (JNS). Meanwhile, an Israeli-Russian woman has reported being
tortured by Iraqgi militants during captivity, revealing the harsh realities faced by
individuals caught in regional conflicts (BBC News). The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) have
issued an evacuation order for Tehran ahead of planned strikes, indicating escalating
tensions in the region (Jerusalem Post).

Wars & Security (Israel and Region)

Page 1
© 2025 SpearNet | www.spearnet.org | All Rights Reserved
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Israel’s military operations continue to target hostile networks in the region, as
demonstrated by a recent raid in Beit Jinn that exposed potential Hamas-linked cells
operating in southern Syria (Long War Journal). In northern Iraq, the vital Khor Mor gas
field was attacked, reflecting ongoing instability and threats to critical infrastructure in the
Kurdistan region (Long War Journal).

Hezbollah is undergoing a process of regeneration following the targeted killing of its
leader, Hashem Safieddine, by Israel, a development that may impact the group’s future
operations and regional dynamics (Foundation for Defense of Democracies). Meanwhile,
Venezuela’'s President Maduro has solidified his position as a persistent adversary to
Washington in the Western Hemisphere, maintaining a stance that complicates U.S.
foreign policy in the region (Long War Journal).

In the broader security context, the DC National Guard shooting incident highlights
ongoing concerns about jihadist threats within the Indian subcontinent, emphasizing the
global nature of security challenges (Foundation for Defense of Democracies). Additionally,
peace talks regarding Ukraine remain stalled amid maximalist demands from Russia,
prolonging the conflict and instability in Eastern Europe (Foundation for Defense of
Democracies).

Apostasy & Religious Developments

Pope Leo XIV has been actively engaged in Lebanon, visiting a psychiatric hospital to
combat the stigma surrounding mental health in a country struggling with crisis and
conflict (Religion News Service). During his visit, he also urged Lebanon’s youth to remain
in the country and participate in rebuilding efforts despite ongoing difficulties (Religion
News Service).

In the United States, a cultural shift is noted among younger generations as some are
choosing to trade time spent on social media platforms like TikTok for deeper engagement
with God and community, reflecting a growing desire for spiritual connection (Christianity
Today). Meanwhile, the legacy of Dorothy Day continues to challenge the church through
her grandchildren’s reflections, encouraging renewed focus on social justice and
faithfulness (Religion News Service).

Reports from persecution watchdogs indicate ongoing challenges for believers worldwide.
A Chinese pastor was released after 12 years of imprisonment, highlighting both the cost
of faith and the hope of freedom (Open Doors). In Vietnam, a Thai appeals court upheld
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the decision to extradite a Christian activist, underscoring the risks faced by believers in
hostile environments (Open Doors).

Biotechnology & Genetic Engineering

New scientific research has identified a previously hidden organism responsible for toxic
algal blooms in Lake Erie. This discovery may help manage environmental and public
health risks associated with water quality (Science Daily). Additionally, doctors are
observing more aggressive forms of breast cancer in younger women than previously
expected, raising concerns about early detection and treatment strategies (Science Daily).

Scientists have also discovered a hidden molecular switch that allows cancer cells to
survive, a finding that could lead to new therapeutic approaches to combat cancer’s
resilience (Science Daily). In agricultural genetics, the complete chloroplast genome of
Secale strictum ssp. strictum has been sequenced, providing insights into the evolution
and breeding of Triticeae species, which include essential cereal crops (Nature).

In the field of medical policy, the chair of the Advisory Committee on Immunization
Practices (ACIP) recently left for a new position at the Department of Health and Human
Services just days before a key meeting. This change may influence vaccine
recommendations (STAT News). Expert reviews have found that delaying the hepatitis B
vaccine birth dose would likely increase the incidence of chronic hepatitis B infection in
children, supporting current immunization schedules (STAT News).

Pestilence & Global Health

Scientists are increasingly concerned about the surprising heat tolerance of bird flu
viruses, which could facilitate wider spread and increase the risk of human exposure (
Science Daily). Stunning new three-dimensional images have revealed the hidden
structure of the yellow fever virus, advancing understanding that may aid vaccine and
treatment development (Science Daily).

Research into ancient viruses has uncovered tiny viral forms that could provide clues to
combating modern superbugs, highlighting the ongoing importance of virology in public
health (Science Daily). The European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC)
reports widespread avian influenza among birds, which increases the risk of zoonotic
transmission to humans and calls for vigilance (ECDC).
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4 SPEARNET
[ rYy]

g'l l Living as Bereans

Natural Disasters & Signs in the Heavens

On December 2, 2025, multiple earthquakes were recorded globally, including a
magnitude 1.5 quake 79 kilometers east-northeast of Tonopah, Nevada, and a magnitude
1.1 quake near Big Bear Lake, California, reflecting ongoing seismic activity in various
regions (USGS) (USGS). Additionally, a magnitude 4.7 earthquake occurred 175 kilometers
northeast of Lospalos, Timor Leste (USGS).

The Fuego volcano has issued a volcanic ash advisory with emissions reaching up to
16,000 feet, indicating active volcanic activity in the region (Volcano Discovery). Other
volcanoes such as Santiaguito, Popocatépetl, Soputan, Merapi, Semeru, Lokon-Empung,
and Karangetang are also active, demonstrating ongoing geological activity worldwide (
Volcano Discovery).

In space exploration, the International Space Station (ISS) marked 25 years of continuous
human presence in orbit, a milestone in human achievement and scientific research (NASA
). Meanwhile, NASA has provided educational resources explaining artificial intelligence for
younger audiences, reflecting the growing importance of technology literacy (NASA).

Global Macro & Geopolitics

In Bulgaria, the government withdrew its budget proposal following the largest protests in
a decade, signaling significant public discontent and political instability (Politico) (BBC
News). Poland has warned the European Union not to sign weak climate agreements at
future COP summits, emphasizing the need for more substantial environmental
commitments (Politico).

High-level diplomatic talks are underway as Steve Witkoff arrived in Moscow for critical
discussions with Vladimir Putin, focusing on geopolitical tensions and potential resolutions
(Politico). In Iran, residents of Tehran have been documenting their daily lives amid a
devastating drought, highlighting the severe environmental challenges facing the country
(France24).

In Lebanon, Pope Leo XIV has called for unity during his visit, encouraging reconciliation
and peace in a nation marked by conflict and division (France24). Meanwhile, key talks are
scheduled in Moscow involving Putin and an envoy from former U.S. President Trump,
aiming to address the ongoing war in Ukraine (France24).

Middle Eastern Artifacts
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Archaeological discoveries continue to shed light on the ancient history of Jerusalem and
Israel. An Assyrian inscription dating from the First Temple period was recently uncovered,
providing valuable insight into the region’s historical context (City of David - News in
Antiquities). The largest dam from ancient Israel was also discovered in the City of David,
revealing advanced engineering capabilities of the time (City of David - News in

Antiquities).

Further enriching the archaeological record, a rare gold coin of Egyptian Queen Berenice Il
was discovered in the City of David, highlighting the region’s connections with neighboring
cultures (City of David - News in Antiquities). Additionally, a rare coin from the Year Four
Revolt was found in Jerusalem, symbolizing the historical struggle for redemption and
independence (City of David - News in Antiquities).

Reflection

The developments reported today reveal a world marked by persistent conflict, resilience,
and the ongoing search for justice and peace. In Israel and Jerusalem, the interplay of
security challenges, diplomatic efforts, and historical remembrance underscores the
complexity of a region deeply rooted in biblical history. The discovery of ancient artifacts
reminds us of the enduring legacy of God’s people and the significance of Jerusalem as a
spiritual and historical center.

Globally, the persistence of wars and security threats, alongside the challenges faced by
persecuted believers, calls for steadfast faith and prayer. The advances and concerns in
biotechnology and global health highlight humanity’s ongoing struggle with the
consequences of sin in a fallen world, while natural disasters and signs in the heavens
remind us of God’s sovereignty over creation. The geopolitical shifts and calls for unity,
especially in places like Lebanon, point to the urgent need for reconciliation and hope
grounded in the gospel.

As Christians, we are called to watch, pray, and stand firm in faith amid these turbulent
times, trusting in God’s ultimate plan for redemption and restoration. The intersection of
ancient history and current events invites us to remember the promises of Scripture and to
intercede for peace and justice in the nations.

e Pray for the peace and security of Israel and Jerusalem, that God’s protection would
surround His chosen city.

e Pray for the persecuted church worldwide, that believers would be strengthened and
encouraged in their faith.

Page 5
© 2025 SpearNet | www.spearnet.org | All Rights Reserved


https://cityofdavid.org.il/en/assyrian-inscription/
https://cityofdavid.org.il/en/assyrian-inscription/
https://cityofdavid.org.il/en/dam/
https://cityofdavid.org.il/en/dam/
https://cityofdavid.org.il/en/queen-berenice/
https://cityofdavid.org.il/en/redemption-of-zion/

4 SPEARNET
sy N

g'l‘b Living as Bereans

e Pray for Christian discernment, faithfulness, and courage as we navigate an
increasingly complex and challenging world.
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