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Israel & Jerusalem

Recent political tensions in Israel have surfaced as the Knesset legal adviser accused MK
Simcha Rothman of threatening him during a heated debate regarding the powers of the
Attorney General, highlighting ongoing disputes within the government (Times of Israel). In
the security arena, the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) are preparing for retaliatory actions
following the targeted killing of a senior Hezbollah commander, marking a significant
escalation in the conflict with the Lebanese-based group (Times of Israel). This strike
represents the first Israeli attack on Beirut in several months, intensifying regional
tensions (BBC).

Meanwhile, domestic incidents have drawn attention, including a police summons for a
journalist accused of shoving an aide to Sara Netanyahu, reflecting the charged
atmosphere in Israeli public life (Times of Israel). Acts of vandalism against Jewish sites
have also been reported; a Yemenite synagogue in central Israel was ransacked and its
Torah scrolls defiled, underscoring ongoing challenges to religious and cultural heritage (
JNS). Additionally, an Iranian dissident delegation is currently visiting Israel, signaling
continued political and diplomatic engagement amid regional complexities (JNS).

Efforts to negotiate a ceasefire in Gaza have seen slow progress as violence between
Israeli forces and Hamas persists, with humanitarian conditions remaining dire; food
kitchens in Gaza still lack essential supplies despite the ceasefire (Al-Monitor) (BBC). The
United Nations Security Council continues to debate resolutions concerning Hamas
disarmament, with concerns about the feasibility and enforcement of such measures (
Israel365 News).

Wars & Security (Israel and Region)

Security incidents continue to challenge stability in the region. Israeli security forces in the
West Bank killed a Palestinian police officer who had shot an Israeli soldier, illustrating
ongoing violence in contested areas (Long War Journal). Clashes have also erupted
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between Syrian government troops and the Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces,
indicating persistent conflict within Syria’s borders (Long War Journal).

The Israel Defense Forces report that Palestinian terrorists have broken the ceasefire
agreement eight times between November 13 and 21 by firing on Israeli soldiers,
highlighting the fragile nature of the current truce (Long War Journal). In broader
geopolitical developments, former U.S. President Donald Trump has urged Ukraine to sign
a peace deal and has proposed a detailed 28-point peace plan aimed at ending the
ongoing Russia-Ukraine war (Foundation for Defense of Democracies) (Foundation for
Defense of Democracies).

Apostasy & Religious Developments

Faith communities worldwide continue to respond to challenges and opportunities. Maria
Stephan highlights the power of faithful non-violent resistance as a means of social and
political change (Religion News Service). The Episcopal Diocese of New Jersey has donated
$1 million to support medical treatment for Palestinian children, demonstrating Christian
compassion in action (Religion News Service).

Orthodox Christian clergy visits with U.S. officials have drawn accusations of Russian
influence, reflecting the complex interplay of religion and geopolitics (Religion News
Service). In the United Kingdom, a massive monument dedicated to answered prayers has
broken ground, symbolizing a public acknowledgment of faith’s role in society (Christianity
Today). Kenyan churches are actively addressing superstitions against disabilities,
promoting dignity and inclusion within their communities (Christianity Today).

Reports from the persecuted church reveal grave concerns: more than 300 students and
staff were abducted in Nigeria, prompting the International Christian Concern president to
issue a call to action (International Christian Concern). Additionally, subcommittees of the
House Foreign Affairs Committee condemned sham elections scheduled in Myanmar,
highlighting ongoing political oppression (International Christian Concern). A priest in
Pakistan has rescued Christian slaves, underscoring the continuing plight of believers
under persecution (International Christian Concern).

Biotechnology & Genetic Engineering

Recent scientific studies have raised health concerns related to diet and medical
treatments. A global surge in the consumption of ultra-processed foods has prompted
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urgent health warnings due to their negative impact on public health (ScienceDaily). New
research has rewritten decades of understanding about fat metabolism, offering fresh
insights into obesity (ScienceDaily).

In the field of pain management, scientists have identified a tiny enzyme that may lead to
safer pain relief options, potentially reducing reliance on opioids (ScienceDaily). However,
a major pharmaceutical trial by Novo Nordisk found that semaglutide, a drug marketed for
weight loss, failed to slow the progression of Alzheimer’s disease, marking a setback in
treatment development (STAT News).

Pestilence & Global Health

New scientific discoveries continue to shed light on infectious diseases and their historical
impact. Researchers studying a tiny ancient virus have uncovered secrets that could aid in
the fight against antibiotic-resistant superbugs, offering hope for future treatments (
ScienceDaily).

Studies of Long COVID patients have revealed strange microscopic structures in their
blood, advancing understanding of this complex condition (ScienceDaily). Historical
analysis has shown how a 14th-century story misled the world about the Black Death,
emphasizing the importance of accurate information in public health crises (ScienceDaily).

Natural Disasters & Signs in the Heavens

Seismic activity has been reported globally, with several minor earthquakes recorded on
November 24, 2025, including a magnitude 0.7 quake near Cobb, California, and a
magnitude 1.4 event near Stanton, Texas, reflecting ongoing tectonic movements (USGS) (
USGS).

Volcanic activity continues at Santiaguito, with volcanic ash reaching altitudes of 15,000
feet, posing potential hazards to aviation and nearby communities (Volcano Discovery).
Other active volcanoes include Fuego, Semeru, Ibu, Reventador, Sangay, White Island, and
Sakurajima, indicating persistent geological unrest worldwide (Volcano Discovery).

In space exploration, NASA commemorated 25 years of astronaut perspectives from low
Earth orbit, highlighting the transformative “Overview Effect” experienced by those who
have viewed Earth from space (NASA). The agency also awarded new contracts for liquid
hydrogen supply, essential for future space missions (NASA). Additionally, NASA
celebrated a decade of student involvement in growing food for space missions through
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the “Growing Beyond Earth” program (NASA).

Global Macro & Geopolitics

Political developments in Europe include the resignation of Spain’s attorney general
following a Supreme Court conviction, signaling judicial accountability at high levels (
Politico). In France, the Prime Minister attributed budget deadlock to partisanship and the
influence of presidential hopefuls, reflecting political challenges ahead of elections (Politico
).

In the Middle East, an airstrike in Beirut targeted a Hezbollah leader but also resulted in
civilian casualties, further complicating the security situation in Lebanon (France24). The
Israeli army chief announced the dismissal of several generals in response to the October
7 attack, indicating internal military accountability (France24).

Pope Francis has embarked on his first overseas trip to Lebanon and Turkey amid
heightened tensions in the Middle East, emphasizing the Vatican’s diplomatic engagement
in the region (France24). Meanwhile, Ukraine’s city of Kharkiv suffered deadly Russian
drone attacks, underscoring the ongoing conflict in Eastern Europe (France24).

Middle Eastern Artifacts

Archaeological discoveries in Jerusalem continue to enrich understanding of the region’s
ancient history. An Assyrian inscription dating from the First Temple period was
uncovered, providing valuable historical insights (City of David – News in Antiquities).
Excavations also revealed the largest dam in ancient Israel, located within the City of
David, demonstrating advanced water management techniques of the time (City of David
– News in Antiquities).

Additionally, a rare gold coin bearing the image of Egyptian Queen Berenice II was
discovered in the City of David, highlighting the region’s connections with Hellenistic Egypt
(City of David – News in Antiquities). A rare coin from the Year Four Revolt was also found
in Jerusalem, shedding light on Jewish resistance during the Roman period (City of David –
News in Antiquities).

Reflection

The developments reported today reveal a world marked by ongoing conflict, political
upheaval, and spiritual challenges. In Israel and Jerusalem, the interplay of military
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actions, political disputes, and religious tensions underscores the fragile nature of peace in
a region central to biblical history. The persistence of violence alongside efforts toward
ceasefires reflects the complexity of human conflict and the urgent need for justice and
reconciliation.

Globally, the continued persecution of believers, as seen in Nigeria, Myanmar, and
Pakistan, reminds Christians of the cost of faithfulness in a hostile world. Meanwhile,
advances and setbacks in biotechnology and global health highlight humanity’s ongoing
struggle to steward creation wisely and care for the vulnerable. Natural disasters and signs
in the heavens serve as reminders of the fragility of the created order and of God’s
sovereign hand in history.

Archaeological discoveries in the Middle East connect present-day believers with the rich
heritage of Scripture, reinforcing the enduring significance of God’s promises to His
people. As believers navigate these turbulent times, the call remains to trust in God’s
providence, pray for peace, and witness faithfully to the hope found in Christ alone.

Pray for the peace and security of Israel and Jerusalem, that God would protect His
holy city and guide its leaders with wisdom.
Pray for the persecuted church worldwide, that believers would be strengthened,
protected, and bold in their witness.
Pray for Christian discernment, faithfulness, and courage amid global uncertainty and
spiritual challenges.
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