
Scientific Discoveries and the Church’s Misinterpretations

Introduction

Throughout history, science and the church have often been at odds. While the Bible itself
affirms truth in both creation and revelation, human interpretation has sometimes led the
church to resist genuine discoveries. Misinterpretations of Scripture, rather than
Scripture itself, created conflict. By reviewing examples such as the shape of the earth,
the motion of the planets, and the age of the universe, we see how human error distorted
biblical teaching, while God’s Word remains true.

Scripture and the Natural World

The Bible affirms God as Creator: “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth”
(Genesis 1:1). Creation reveals God’s glory: “The heavens declare the glory of God” (Psalm
19:1).

Thus, Scripture encourages the study of nature. Problems arise not from conflict
between Scripture and science but from faulty interpretations of either.

The Shape of the Earth

Library of Congress, Geography and Map Division.

For centuries, some in the church believed the earth was flat. They misread passages such
as:

“The four corners of the earth” (Isaiah 11:12).
“The ends of the earth” (Job 28:24).

These were poetic figures of speech, not scientific claims. Meanwhile, Scripture affirms the
earth’s roundness: “It is he that sitteth upon the circle of the earth” (Isaiah 40:22).

Scientific evidence, from navigation to astronomy, confirmed the Earth’s spherical shape.
Misinterpretation, not the Bible itself, caused the conflict.
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The Earth and the Heavens

The church once opposed heliocentrism, the view that the Earth orbits the Sun. Passages
like “The world also shall be stable, that it be not moved” (Psalm 93:1) were taken as
scientific claims rather than poetic affirmations of God’s stability.

When Galileo and Copernicus argued for heliocentrism, they faced opposition to the
prevailing geocentric view. Yet Scripture also describes the sun moving in the heavens (
Psalm 19:6) in phenomenological language, the way things appear. The Bible speaks in
observational terms, not technical astronomy.

The Age of the Earth

The debate over the Earth’s age has long been a source of controversy. Some calculated a
young earth of thousands of years based on genealogies (Genesis 5) and (Genesis 11).
Others interpret “days” in Genesis 1 as more extended periods.

Science presents evidence of an ancient universe. Believers differ on reconciling this with
Scripture, but the conflict arises from interpretation. The Bible emphasizes God as Creator,
not a scientific timeline.

Misuse of Genesis

Many conflicts stem from reading Genesis in ways it was not intended. Genesis affirms
theological truths: God created everything, humanity bears His image (Genesis 1:27),
sin entered the world, and God’s plan of redemption began.

When interpreters treat Genesis as a detailed scientific manual, unnecessary conflicts
arise. The Bible gives reliable truth, but in theological, not modern scientific, categories.

Human Resistance to Change

The church often resisted discoveries out of fear that they undermined authority. Leaders
feared science would erode faith, yet true discoveries frequently confirmed Scripture’s
truth.

For example:

Astronomy revealed vast heavens, magnifying God’s glory.
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Biology uncovered complexity, pointing to a Designer.
Archaeology confirmed biblical history, from cities like Jericho to rulers like
Belshazzar.

The fear of science was misplaced; the real need was for faithful interpretation.

Biblical Harmony with Science

Far from opposing science, Scripture often anticipates it:

The hydrological cycle is described poetically: “All the rivers run into the sea; yet
the sea is not full… unto the place from whence the rivers come, thither they return
again” (Ecclesiastes 1:7).
The earth’s suspension in space is affirmed: “He hangeth the earth upon nothing” (
Job 26:7).
The stars are innumerable, as God told Abraham (Genesis 15:5), though ancient
science assumed a countable number.

Such examples demonstrate that Scripture is consistent with observable reality when
properly interpreted.

Lessons from History

From these conflicts, we learn:

Interpret Scripture carefully, taking into account its genre and context.
Avoid imposing scientific assumptions onto the Bible.
Welcome discoveries that reveal God’s creation.
Recognize human fallibility in both science and theology.

Both science and Scripture, when rightly understood, point to God’s truth.

Prophetic and Messianic Hope

While Isaiah 3 is a chapter of judgment, the broader prophecy offers hope. Isaiah later
promises: “Behold, a king shall reign in righteousness, and princes shall rule in judgment”
(Isaiah 32:1).
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Ultimately, this points to the Messiah, who will bring perfect leadership. Christ embodies
the justice and wisdom lacking in the leaders of Judah.

Application for Believers

Believers today should approach science with confidence in God’s Word. When apparent
conflicts arise, we should:

Examine interpretations on both sides.
Remain humble, acknowledging our limitations.
Use discoveries as opportunities to marvel at God’s wisdom.
Share faith as harmonious with truth, not opposed to it.

Our testimony should demonstrate that faith and science are not adversaries, but instead
partners in the pursuit of truth.

Conclusion

Scientific discoveries have sometimes clashed with church teaching, but the fault lay in
the misinterpretation of Scripture, not Scripture itself. The Bible affirms God as the
Creator, Sustainer, and Revealer of truth. Actual science, exploring God’s world,
complements His Word. By learning from history, believers can engage science with
humility and confidence, showing that all truth is God’s truth.
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