4 SPEARNET
[ rYy]

g'l l Living as Bereans

The Nature of the Antichrist in Scripture

Introduction

Among the most sobering themes in biblical prophecy is the rise of the Antichrist, the
final world ruler who opposes God, deceives the nations, and persecutes His people. The
word antichrist appears only in John’s letters, yet the figure is described throughout
Scripture under various titles: “the little horn” in Daniel, “the man of sin” in Thessalonians,
and “the beast” in Revelation. By examining these passages together, we gain a
composite picture of his character, role, and ultimate defeat at Christ’s return.

The Meaning of Antichrist

John introduces the term in his epistles: “Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have
heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists” (1 John 2:18). The
term carries two senses:

1. Against Christ — opposing His person and work.
2. In place of Christ — a counterfeit substitute.

John warns: “Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist” (1
John 2:22). The Antichrist embodies both denial and deception, opposing Christ while
imitating Him.

Old Testament Roots

Daniel provides the earliest detailed description.

e The “little horn” arises from a confederation of ten kings (Daniel 7:8).

e He speaks “great words against the most High” and persecutes the saints (Daniel
7:25).

¢ He magnifies himself above every god and desecrates the temple (Daniel 11:36).

These visions foreshadow both Antiochus Epiphanes in the second century BC and a future
ultimate Antichrist at the end of the age.
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The Man of Sin

Paul describes him as “that man of sin... the son of perdition” (2 Thessalonians 2:3). He
exalts himself “above all that is called God,” even sitting in God’s temple and claiming to
be God (2 Thessalonians 2:4).

His coming is “after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders” (2
Thessalonians 2:9). Paul assures believers that he will be destroyed by the brightness of
Christ’s coming (2 Thessalonians 2:8).

The Beast of Revelation

Revelation presents the Antichrist as “the beast” rising out of the sea:

e He has ten horns and seven heads, symbolizing global political power (Revelation
13:1).

e The dragon (Satan) gives him authority (Revelation 13:2).

e The world marvels and worships him: “Who is like unto the beast? who is able to
make war with him?” (Revelation 13:4).

e He blasphemes God and persecutes the saints (Revelation 13:6-7).

Revelation also describes a false prophet who promotes worship of the beast and enforces
the mark (666) (Revelation 13:11-18).

Antichrist’s Rise to Power

The Antichrist emerges in a time of global crisis. Daniel says he arises “by peace” and
deceit (Daniel 8:25). He will likely appear as a charismatic leader promising stability.

He confirms a covenant with many for seven years (Daniel 9:27), but breaks it midway,
bringing abomination into the temple. Jesus referred to this as the “abomination of
desolation” (Matthew 24:15).

Thus, his political and religious authority grows gradually, climaxing in global dominion.

His Character and Deception
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The Antichrist combines political cunning, blasphemous pride, and satanic power.

e He is a deceiver: “with all deceivableness of unrighteousness” (2 Thessalonians 2:10).

e He is violent: “shall destroy wonderfully, and shall prosper, and practise, and shall
destroy the mighty and the holy people” (Daniel 8:24).

e He is proud: “exalting himself above every god” (Daniel 11:36).

His deception includes counterfeit miracles, false worship, and economic control through
the mark of the beast.

Antichrist and Israel

Prophecy indicates the Antichrist will play a central role in Israel’s tribulation. He will:

e Make a covenant with Israel, then betray it (Daniel 9:27).

e Set up the abomination in the temple, desecrating worship (Matthew 24:15).

e Persecute Israel intensely: “the woman was given two wings of a great eagle... that
she might fly into the wilderness” (Revelation 12:14).

This climaxes in the battle of Armageddon, where nations gather against Jerusalem (
Zechariah 14:2).

His Defeat

Though terrifying, the Antichrist’s reign is brief. Daniel promises: “But the judgment shall
sit, and they shall take away his dominion, to consume and to destroy it unto the end” (
Daniel 7:26).

Paul assures: “Whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy
with the brightness of his coming” (2 Thessalonians 2:8).

Revelation shows his final fate: “These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with
brimstone” (Revelation 19:20).

Antichrist as a Warning

Scripture teaches that even now “many antichrists” are in the world (1 John 2:18). The
spirit of Antichrist includes false teachers who deny Christ’s incarnation (1 John 4:3).
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Thus, believers must remain vigilant, discerning truth from deception, holding fast to
Scripture, and awaiting Christ’s return.

Application for Believers

Confidence. Though the Antichrist rises, his end is certain.
Discernment. We must test the spirits and cling to Christ’s truth.
Endurance. Believers may face persecution, but Christ’s victory sustains us.

Hope. The Antichrist reminds us that history is moving toward Christ’s reign.

Conclusion

The Antichrist embodies rebellion, deception, and pride, yet his power is temporary.
Scripture unites Daniel’s visions, Paul’s warnings, John’s letters, and Revelation’s visions
into one composite picture: a final world ruler empowered by Satan, opposed to Christ,
destroyed at His coming. For believers, the message is clear: stand firm, live faithfully, and
look for the true Christ, not the counterfeit.
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