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Introduction

The feasts of Israel were not merely pauses in the agricultural year; they were appointed
times in which the Lord ordered His people’s worship and called them to remember His
mighty works. Leviticus 23:1–4 introduces these holy convocations as the feasts of the
LORD, beginning with the Sabbath and setting their appointed seasons before Israel.
Deuteronomy 16:16–17 requires the men to appear before the Lord at the chosen place,
each giving according to the blessing received from Him. Thus remembrance,
thanksgiving, and obedience belonged together. Passover recalled deliverance from
bondage; the harvest feasts confessed that daily bread came from God’s hand; and the
solemn assemblies renewed Israel’s attention to His covenant presence. These
observances also directed hope beyond remembrance, for the God who had acted in the
past remained faithful to accomplish His purposes. Their prophetic meaning must be read
with care, honoring their place in Israel’s life while recognizing how Scripture reveals God’s
unfolding work through Christ. The calendar taught Israel to worship the Lord with grateful
hearts and expectant faith.

The appointed feasts were given by the LORD to Israel as memorials of His mighty works
and as ordinances shaping the nation’s worship and life. The Passover recalled deliverance
from bondage, while the feast of unleavened bread marked the haste and holiness of that
departure; thus redemption stood at the heart of Israel’s calendar (Exodus 12:14–17).
Scripture also teaches believers to discern a forward-looking witness in these observances.
Paul calls the feast days “a shadow of things to come,” whose substance is Christ
(Colossians 2:16–17), and Hebrews declares that the law possessed “a shadow of good
things to come” (Hebrews 10:1). Such patterns do not erase the feasts’ historical place in
Israel, nor invite meanings detached from the biblical text. Rather, sacrifice, redemption,
harvest, and kingdom hope form a scriptural thread by which the appointed times
anticipate the Messiah’s work and reign. In Christ, the shadows find their fullness, and
God’s faithfulness to His promises shines forth.

Passover Remembers Deliverance and Points to the Lamb
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The Passover began on the night the LORD brought Israel out of Egypt, when each
household obeyed His word and marked the door with the blood of a lamb (Exodus
12:1–14). Judgment fell on the homes sheltered beneath that blood, while the people ate
the meal in readiness to depart. Thus deliverance was not an abstract promise: it was
remembered at the family table, proclaimed to children, and kept among Israel’s
appointed feasts. Moses commanded that leaven be put away and that the people
remember the haste of their departure, “for thou camest forth out of the land of Egypt in
haste” (Deuteronomy 16:1–3). The feast formed Israel’s worship and identity around the
LORD’s saving mercy, teaching each generation that their freedom came by His hand. In
the New Testament, Christ is called “our passover” (1 Corinthians 5:7), the Lamb whose
sacrifice delivers from sin. The ancient remembrance therefore bears witness to
redemption fulfilled in Him.

The Passover first recalled the Lord’s deliverance of Israel from bondage in Egypt. By the
blood of the lamb, judgment passed over the houses marked according to God’s word, and
the people were brought out to serve Him. This history remains the feast’s true
foundation; its witness is not erased when the New Testament reveals its fuller
significance. John the Baptist calls Jesus “the Lamb of God” (John 1:29), and Paul declares,
“Christ our passover is sacrificed for us” (1 Corinthians 5:7). The apostle therefore calls
believers to keep the feast in sincerity and truth, putting away the leaven of malice and
wickedness. At the supper, Jesus took bread and the cup, giving them to His disciples as
signs of His body and blood, and commanded them to remember Him (Luke 22:14–20).
Israel’s rescue remains a real act of God; in Christ, the Passover pattern reaches its saving
fulfillment, as His sacrifice brings deliverance from sin and His people proclaim His death.

Unleavened Bread Portrays Separation from the Old Life

Following Passover, Israel kept the Feast of Unleavened Bread for seven days, putting
leaven out of every house (Exodus 12:15–20). The command joined worship to daily
obedience: each family’s table bore witness to the Lord’s deliverance. Israel had left Egypt
in haste, with no time for their dough to rise; therefore, the unleavened bread recalled
both the urgency of their departure and the bondage from which God had brought them.
Moses later charged the people to remember the day they came forth from Egypt and to
keep the feast as a sign of the Lord’s mighty hand (Exodus 13:3–10). In its prophetic
pattern, the removal of leaven portrays separation from the old life after redemption.
Deliverance is not merely escape from oppression; it calls God’s people to walk as those
made free, putting away what belongs to their former bondage. The feast thus directs the
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heart from the haste of departure toward a life ordered by the Lord who redeemed Israel.

The feast of unleavened bread follows the Passover, joining deliverance from judgment to
a life set apart from corruption. Paul draws upon this pattern when he warns, “a little
leaven leaveneth the whole lump,” and calls the church to purge out the old leaven (1
Corinthians 5:6-8). Christ, our Passover, is sacrificed for us; therefore, the gathered people
are to keep the feast “with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.” This is no mere
annual remembrance, nor a claim that human effort earns redemption. The sacrifice
comes first, and holiness is its fitting fruit. As Israel left Egypt, so those redeemed in Christ
are not to return to the former bondage of sin. Romans 6:4-6 speaks of walking in newness
of life, the old man crucified with Christ so that sin should no longer reign. Unleavened
bread thus portrays a separation grounded in grace: the Lord delivers His people and
teaches them to live as His own.

Firstfruits Anticipates Resurrection and the Coming Harvest

In the appointed season, Israel brought the first sheaf of its harvest unto the Lord,
confessing that the land and its increase were His gift (Leviticus 23:9–14). Before the
people enjoyed the fullness of the crop, the firstfruits were presented in gratitude, and the
worshipper remembered the Lord’s deliverance and goodness (Deuteronomy 26:1–11).
Thus daily bread was received not as mere possession, but as mercy under God’s hand;
the first sheaf also carried expectation, for the beginning of harvest pointed toward its
completion. The New Testament declares Christ “the firstfruits of them that slept” (1
Corinthians 15:20): His resurrection is not an isolated wonder, but the sure pledge that
those who are His shall also be raised. The ancient offering therefore finds its fullest light
in the risen Lord. Believers may give thanks amid present labor and sorrow, trusting that
God who raised His Son will bring His promised harvest to pass.

In Israel’s feast calendar, the firstfruits offering was brought before the full harvest, a holy
pledge that the fields would yield more in their appointed season. Paul applies this pattern
to Christ: “now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept”
(1 Corinthians 15:20). His resurrection is not an isolated wonder, but the beginning of the
promised harvest and the sure guarantee that those who belong to Him shall also be
raised. The order is graciously plain: Christ the firstfruits; afterward, at His coming, they
that are Christ’s (vv. 23). The feast’s initial offering thus points beyond itself to a greater
gathering, when death’s dominion shall be broken for His people. Even now, believers
possess the firstfruits of the Spirit, while waiting for “the redemption of our body” (Romans

SPEARNET
Living as Bereans

Page 3
© 2025 SpearNet | www.spearnet.org | All Rights Reserved



8:23). This hope does not deny present sorrow; it anchors patience in the risen Lord,
whose life assures the harvest still to come.

Weeks Celebrates Provision and the Spirit’s Gathering Work

The Feast of Weeks came after seven complete weeks from the beginning of the harvest,
when Israel brought a new grain offering unto the LORD (Leviticus 23:15–22). It marked
provision brought to completion, yet its joy was never meant to become self-satisfaction.
The people were commanded to rejoice before God, remembering that every sheaf and
every blessing came from His hand. They were also forbidden to reap the field’s corners or
gather every fallen ear, leaving food for the poor and the stranger. Thus thanksgiving took
the shape of generosity. Deuteronomy further joins the feast to remembrance of Israel’s
bondage in Egypt, calling the people to keep God’s statutes and rejoice with household,
servant, Levite, stranger, fatherless, and widow (Deuteronomy 16:9–12). In the harvest’s
abundance, the Lord taught His people to welcome the needy. The feast also foreshadows
a greater gathering: by the Spirit, God brings a people to Christ, whose provision calls
forth grateful praise and openhanded love.

The Feast of Weeks, also called Pentecost, came in the harvest season, when Israel
brought the firstfruits of the Lord’s provision. In Acts 2:1–11, as the disciples were
gathered, the Holy Ghost filled them, and they spoke of God’s wonderful works in
languages understood by hearers from many nations. The harvest setting offers a fitting
frame for this first great gathering through the gospel: the Lord was bringing people of
diverse tongues to hear one message. Peter showed that this outpouring fulfilled Joel’s
prophecy that God would pour out His Spirit (Joel 2:28–32). Conviction followed the
preaching, and many received the word and were baptized (Acts 2:37–41). The feast’s
firstfruits thus point toward a greater ingathering, not by human strength, but by the
Spirit’s power. As Weeks celebrated the Lord’s provision in the field, Pentecost revealed
His gracious provision for witness and salvation, calling the church to faithfully proclaim
His works.

Trumpets, Atonement, and Booths Frame Hope for God’s Reign

In the seventh month, Israel’s holy convocations trace a solemn passage from summons to
cleansing and joy (Leviticus 23:23–43; Numbers 29:1–11). The feast of trumpets called the
people to remembrance and sacred assembly, an awakening before the LORD. On the Day
of Atonement, the nation humbled itself while sin was dealt with according to God’s
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appointed provision. The feast of tabernacles followed with rejoicing, as Israel dwelt in
booths and remembered how the LORD had sustained them through the wilderness. These
ordinances do not merit salvation, but testify that fellowship with a holy God rests upon
His mercy and provision. In their ordered pattern, the feasts point beyond Israel’s yearly
observance toward the hope of God’s righteous reign: a people summoned, cleansed, and
gathered to rejoice before Him. Their witness calls believers to sober watchfulness,
gratitude for atonement, and trust in the Lord who keeps His own. Thus remembrance
becomes hope, and dependence gives way to glad praise.

The later feasts set Israel’s hope before the Lord: the trumpet summons, atonement
cleanses, and booths remember His faithful provision. Paul applies trumpet imagery to the
resurrection, when “the trumpet shall sound,” the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and
the living shall be changed (1 Corinthians 15:51–52). This hope rests not upon human
merit, but upon Christ, our great High Priest. Hebrews declares that He entered by His own
blood, having obtained eternal redemption, and that His blood purges the conscience to
serve the living God (Hebrews 9:11–14). The Day of Atonement thus points beyond
repeated earthly offerings to His decisive, sufficient work. The Feast of Tabernacles, with
its remembrance of God’s care in the wilderness, also directs the heart toward the
promised day when His people shall dwell with Him. John beholds that consummation: “the
tabernacle of God is with men” (Revelation 21:3). In Christ, the feast calendar’s hope finds
its sure fulfillment.

Conclusion

Israel’s appointed feasts were not empty symbols, but memorials of the Lord’s mighty acts
and provision among His people. “These are the feasts of the LORD” (Leviticus 23:4): their
seasons recalled deliverance, harvest, and covenant worship within Israel’s real history.
Yet Scripture also teaches believers to discern their fuller witness. Paul calls the feasts a
shadow of things to come, “but the body is of Christ” (Colossians 2:16–17). The Passover
points to Christ our sacrifice; the firstfruits offer a pattern for His resurrection, for He is
“the firstfruits of them that slept” (1 Corinthians 15:20–23). Such connections do not erase
the feasts’ original setting or license fanciful interpretations; they arise from the Bible’s
own testimony. Their recurring rhythms direct hope toward the risen Lord, the Spirit’s
work, and the promised gathering of God’s people. Remembering both history and
fulfillment, let us receive these patterns with gratitude and look steadfastly to Christ.

Israel’s appointed feasts traced a gracious course from deliverance toward harvest and
rejoicing before the Lord. The Passover memorial, kept “throughout your generations”
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(Exodus 12:14), called the people to remember that God had brought them out of
bondage; the later gatherings taught them to receive provision with thanksgiving and
rejoice in his presence. These observances were not the substance of salvation, but signs
that directed faith toward the Lord’s faithful purpose. In Christ, redemption is
accomplished, and the hope pictured in Israel’s sacred calendar reaches its fullness when
God makes all things new. John hears the promise, “the tabernacle of God is with men”
(Revelation 21:3–5): sorrow and death shall pass away, and the redeemed shall dwell with
their God. Thus the feasts summon the church to grateful remembrance, patient
expectation, and holy joy, trusting that he who began redemption will bring his people into
everlasting fellowship.
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