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A concise summary of significant developments in Israel and the world through a grounded
Christian worldview.

Israel & Jerusalem

Political deadlock could complicate Israel’s ability to sustain military operations, fund
defense, and maintain long-term strategic commitments while threats persist from Iran,
Gaza, and Lebanon. In a separate debate, Israel’s Christian envoy warned voters against
electing politicians he believes share a Muslim Brotherhood worldview, amid allegations
linking Michigan Senate Democratic candidate Abdul El-Sayed to the Islamist group.
Meanwhile, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s Likud party alleged foreign interference
after his coalition lost its majority, with claims that Arab-led parties had “stolen” the
election (JNS; JNS; BBC News).

President Isaac Herzog urged party leaders to approach coalition negotiations with an
open mind, while acknowledging that candidates often take ambitious positions during
election campaigns. With more than 90 percent of ballots counted, the result still points to
a political impasse, and another election remains likely. Separately, a Palestinian suspect
was arrested after Jewish shepherds and their flock were reportedly ambushed by
assailants armed with sticks and stones in Samaria (Al Jazeera; JNS; JNS; BBC News).

Wars & Security (Israel and Region)

A deadly attack on a Christian funeral in Jordan and Jordanian airstrikes in Syria have
intensified tensions between Amman and Damascus. Jordan said the October 26 strikes
targeted suspected Islamic State positions in southern Syria and killed more than 20
militants linked to an October 23 church attack in Karak that killed nine people and
wounded dozens. The incident raises difficult counterterrorism questions about who can be
trusted to help stabilize Syria amid persistent security threats (Long War Journal; Long War
Journal; FDD).

Syrian President Ahmad al-Sharaa hosted Iraqi Prime Minister Ali al-Zaidi in Damascus on
October 28 to discuss closer bilateral ties, expanded trade, and renewed energy
cooperation. The visit took place as Syria continues to face security challenges in both its
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northern and southern regions. In the United States, a 15-year-old student in Gainesville,
Florida, was arrested on suspicion of seeking guidance from Islamic State members and
supporters on building drones and explosives for an attack at an unidentified indoor
location (Long War Journal; Long War Journal).

The confrontation with Iran extends beyond the Strait of Hormuz, as Tehran seeks to
challenge the U.S. naval blockade and Washington weighs whether to resume strikes. Iran
and its proxies remain active across multiple fronts, underscoring the risk that a wider
conflict could draw in regional partners and disrupt maritime routes. Taliban and Pakistani
forces have clashed at least three times since October 19; reports that Pakistani military
and intelligence officials have met with anti-Taliban resistance figures point to further
strain along the border (Long War Journal; FDD; Long War Journal).

Poland will host Europe’s first dedicated maintenance facility for Patriot PAC-3 air-defense
missiles, a move intended to shorten repair times and strengthen regional readiness amid
concerns about critical-munitions shortages. The project also reflects Poland’s broader

effort to reinforce its defenses as security pressures grow across Europe (Long War Journal

).

Global Macro & Geopolitics

Large demonstrations in Germany, including in Berlin, Hamburg, and Frankfurt, coincided
with protests involving hundreds of thousands of people in France, reflecting growing
public unrest across major European states. At the same time, Saudi Arabia’s economy
contracted again, though more slowly, putting the kingdom on course for one of its
weakest economic performances in years even before a recent escalation in its conflict
with the Houthis. The combination of domestic economic pressure and regional conflict
could further complicate Riyadh's strategic and fiscal position (BBC News; Bloomberg;

Bloomberg).

Al Dominion, Deception & the Antichrist System

Cross-border digital ID is advancing rapidly in terms of biometrics and cryptographic tools,
technical standards, and capabilities. But like everything else in digital identity, building it
is easier than making it work (biometricupdate.com).

Pestilence & Global Health
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Researchers at Johns Hopkins identified a possible link between the gut bacterium
Bacteroides fragilis and colorectal cancer. The bacterium produces a toxin that can
damage the colon’s protective lining and trigger harmful processes, offering a potential
explanation for a connection researchers have investigated for nearly two decades (
ScienceDaily).

Scientists described an unusual bacterial defense mechanism that appears to work in
reverse of more familiar systems: rather than keeping a toxin suppressed until a virus
attacks, it activates after infection begins. Separately, researchers found that JAK
inhibitors—used to treat rheumatoid arthritis and other inflammatory conditions—can
weaken an important immune defense, highlighting a need to understand how these
medicines affect infection risk (ScienceDaily; ScienceDaily).

Natural Disasters & Signs in the Heavens

The U.S. Geological Survey recorded a magnitude 4.3 earthquake near Kasilof, Alaska, and
a magnitude 4.8 earthquake near Port-Olry, Vanuatu (USGS; USGS).

A magnitude 6.4 earthquake was recorded southeast of Easter Island, and Australia issued
a green-level forest-fire notification (USGS; GDACS).

Middle Eastern Artifacts

Newly published excavation images document a mosaic floor with a geometric design and
an area identified as “Area B,” both photographed looking north (Israel Antiquities
Authority; Israel Antiquities Authority).

A 12th-century BC Canaanite or Egyptian fortress in the Guvrin Forest has been restored
and reopened to visitors. Other featured scholarship examines the search for Ai, the reign
of Solomon, and the value of synthesizing biblical and extrabiblical evidence to reconstruct
the history of ancient Israel (BiblePlaces; BiblePlaces).
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