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g'l E Living as Bereans

How God Fulfilled the Abrahamic Covenant

God’s covenant with Abraham extends beyond one man’s comfort or prosperity; it sets
forth a purpose that unfolds through his seed and shapes Scripture’s hope. The Lord called
Abraham from his country and promised to make him a great nation, bless him, and make
him a blessing to all families of the earth (Genesis 12:1-3). In Genesis 17:4-8, the promise
of many nations is joined to the gift of the land, secured by God’s everlasting covenant.
The naming of Sarah and the promise of Isaac further establish that the chosen offspring
would come through God’s appointed line (Genesis 17:15-16). Within this promise lies the
expectation of kings: rulers would come from Abraham’s descendants, and the covenant
would bear a royal, not merely a private, significance. Abraham’s faith rested upon the
word of God, whose blessing would reach far beyond his own household and find its
fullness in the King through whom the nations are blessed.

The Lord’s promise to Abraham reaches beyond one man’s lifetime, unfolding through his
descendants and Israel’s history. God reaffirmed to Isaac the oath sworn to Abraham: his
seed would multiply, and through that seed all nations would be blessed (Genesis
22:17-18; 26:3-4). The promise of a people and blessing thus shaped Israel’s story, even
through seasons of bondage, deliverance, and settlement in the land. In time, the
expectation of a royal ruler became joined to this covenant hope: the promised line would
bear a king through whom God’s purposes for His people would stand. Matthew opens by
naming Jesus Christ “the son of David, the son of Abraham” (Matthew 1:1), joining the
royal hope to Abraham’s promise. Paul declares that the promised seed finds its fulfillment
in Christ (Galatians 3:16). The covenant’s unfolding therefore leads readers from Abraham,
through Israel and David’s house, to Jesus, in whom the promised blessing and kingship
meet.
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