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A concise summary of significant developments in Israel and the world through a grounded
Christian worldview.

Israel & Jerusalem

Israeli Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich prayed at the Western Wall shortly before polls
opened, saying it was a privilege to pray there “moments before the opening of the ballot
boxes.” The election—the first since the Hamas-led attacks and the wars that followed—is
widely viewed as a referendum on Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and his
government. (JNS; BBC News; BBC News)

Israeli police arrested three residents of the Negev on suspicion of attempting to bribe
voters to support the United Arab List (Ra’am) in the Knesset election. Police say the
suspects are from Shaqib al-Salam (Segev Shalom) and Ar’ara. Separately, the U.S.
Mission to the United Nations condemned a U.N. Commission of Inquiry report on Israel as
biased and illegitimate, accusing the commission of applying discriminatory standards to
the Jewish state. (Al Jazeera; JNS; JNS)

The election is being described as one of the most consequential in Israel’s history, with
voters weighing the country’s direction after the attacks and ensuing conflicts. (BBC News;

Al Jazeera)

Wars & Security (Israel and Region)

Pakistan’s outreach to anti-Taliban resistance groups highlights worsening ties with its
former ally. The resistance faces a dilemma: accepting Pakistani support could strengthen
its position against the Taliban, but may also deepen internal divisions and damage its
standing among Afghans who associate Islamabad with decades of bloodshed. In Iraq,
parliament approved most of the remaining appointments to Prime Minister Ali al-Zaidi’s
cabinet on October 15, including deputy prime minister Laith al-Khazali, whom the U.S.
designated a Specially Designated Global Terrorist. Meanwhile, the Houthis’ offensive in
Yemen threatens a vital maritime chokepoint and raises the prospect of renewed pressure
on Saudi Arabia’s doorstep. (Long War Journal; Long War Journal; Long War Journal)

Page 1
© 2025 SpearNet | www.spearnet.org | All Rights Reserved


https://www.jns.org/news/israel-news/netanyahu-visits-western-wall-prays-for-victory-of-the-people-of-israel
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c3j47l4kdez4o?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/videos/ck240dg5n4gjo?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMikwFBVV95cUxQaXlqZ2hqcnVxVFQ5c1dTTEZYVWdybnItSno1SHNHRnVNUmNvU3phanJwODI3U1FoZEpFYkllQmtYSVhEUUtGU1RhR1dvaXNKMHJMOFIyaS1aWk5xdWo0TTl0OXJHY0JHbjRuazNOaVJsMFVER1llQjdMU2poMUZmU3VzR3JzUDRtSVkzM2VzTVpmQk3SAZgBQVVfeXFMTzcyYWktUzV0Nk5zNzRWck1Ub3pXald0MDJldUdNVVgyUUxjMTJ2eXZVa1J0VW9QbFlJVktNekNudVRER2diN09fY2w4YS1VNGFQb2pMZ0JybFI0SUthU3ZPTXV3RTBMaEduVlFiSDNBVHhWSDZpRGNlc2RiT2FiVWRxVFd1dmlfNWpxdzlCVXRST1ZkRk5xN2Y?oc=5
https://www.jns.org/news/israel-news/three-arrested-in-negev-over-suspected-vote-buying-for-united-arab-list
https://www.jns.org/news/u-s-news/us-denounces-un-inquiry-into-israel-as-biased-illegitimate
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/videos/c574p31l1l2no?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://news.google.?oc=5
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/10/pakistani-outreach-presents-a-dilemma-for-afghanistans-anti-taliban-resistance.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/10/iraqi-parliament-approves-most-remaining-cabinet-appointments-including-iran-backed-militia-figures.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/10/the-houthis-red-sea-power-play.php

4 SPEARNET
[ rYy]

g'l l Living as Bereans

Russia’s new Filin missile adds to its growing stock of low-cost, long-range weapons and
could further strain Ukraine’s already stretched air defenses. Kyiv is expected to expand
production of faster interceptor drones, but that would address only part of the challenge
posed by Russia’s expanding missile capabilities. Separately, the United States is moving
to restrict investment in technology in rival nations, adding an economic-security
dimension to great-power competition. (Long War Journal; FDD)

Russian operatives allegedly circulated an artificial-intelligence-generated deepfake
accusing a U.S. Senate candidate of sexually abusing a child, as voting began in the 2026
midterm elections in Texas. In Georgia, the Constitutional Court began hearings on
October 21 over efforts by the ruling Georgian Dream party to remove major opposition
groups from the ballot ahead of the 2028 parliamentary elections. Protests also broke out
in Damascus and southern Syria on October 23 against Israeli operations in the Golan
buffer zone, following reports that a Syrian man with disabilities was killed during an Israeli
raid. The demonstrations reflect rising Syrian condemnation of Israeli military activity
along the border. (FDD; FDD; Long War Journal)

Federal agents arrested a 17-year-old Texas teenager accused of plotting to assassinate
Republican Representative Keith Self at a veterans’ fundraiser as part of an Islamic State-
inspired terrorist scheme. The suspect was arrested after allegedly obtaining a firearm.
Separately, Iran said it had reached an agreement with Iraq to expel Kurdish Iranian
opposition groups, amid increased Iranian attacks on the groups and the Kurdistan
Workers’ Party’s withdrawal from positions in northern Iraq. (Long War Journal; Long War

Journal)

Al Dominion, Deception & the Antichrist System

A new policy paper focuses on the shift in financial services toward coordinated fraud
prevention, detection, response, and recovery, in response to both unauthorized fraud and
the rising problem of fraudulent transactions that have technically been authorized. The
Bangkok Blueprint for Fraud-Resilient Financial Services is a joint publication from the
International Monetary Fund’s legal and monetary and capital markets departments, and
the World Bank. Social media companies including Meta have pulled back on efforts to
protect voters from election-meddling lies Social media feeds are awash with an
unprecedented flood of artificial intelligence-driven disinformation ahead of November’s
US midterm elections, according to experts, who warn many posts are likely “slipping
through the cracks”. As tens of millions of Americans prepare to cast their vote, social
media companies have scaled back their efforts. According to a Kantara Initiative LinkedIn
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post, the group would bring together standards bodies, testing laboratories, technology
vendors and public and private sector relying parties to develop “a shared understanding
of injection attacks and their detection.” Specific goals include establishing a common
framework for defining and understanding injection attacks, “connecting existing
standards and evaluation frameworks to clarify what they cover and (biometricupdate.com
; The Guardian).

Tanzania has issued 23.7 million national identification numbers (NINs), locally known as
Jamii Namba, as it expands its biometric identification system to support access to public
and private sector services. Deputy Minister for Home Affairs Ayoub Mohammed Mahmoud
recently gave the update while speaking to Parliament’s Standing Committee on Foreign
Affairs, Defense, and Security, according to state-owned outlet Daily News. U.S. Customs
and Border Protection (CBP) is preparing to compete for an application development
contract worth up to $50 million that could integrate biometric technology into new and
existing applications across the agency. Armenia is preparing to launch a new biometric
passport and identity card system in early November, marking a major step in reforms
aimed at securing visa-free travel with the European Union. Nelly Davtyan, head of
Armenia’s Migration and Citizenship Service, says the new biometric document system
meets some requirements under the European Union-Armenia Visa Liberalization Action
Plan (VLAP; biometricupdate.com).

Pestilence & Global Health

Studies published this week highlight several distinct questions in immune defense and
disease. Researchers found that JAK inhibitors, used to treat rheumatoid arthritis and other
inflammatory conditions, can weaken an important immune defense. Other research
suggests that titanium particles released as bacteria corrode dental implants can alter
immune-cell activity, provoke destructive inflammation, and help explain why some
implant infections resist antibiotics. A separate study identified specialized immune cells
that may recognize and attack small-cell lung cancer even when tumors evade other
immune responses. (ScienceDaily; ScienceDaily; ScienceDaily)

Researchers observed virus-like particles assembling through a stepwise process of trial
and error, identifying a molecular turning point that helps the structures form faster and
more precisely. Another study found that excess RNA, including messenger RNA, can
directly disrupt mitochondria without relying on the immune system. (ScienceDaily;
ScienceDaily)
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Natural Disasters & Signs in the Heavens

The U.S. Geological Survey recorded magnitude 4.6 earthquakes near Tierra y Libertad,
Mexico, and El Aguilar, Argentina. (USGS; USGS)

The U.S. Geological Survey recorded a magnitude 6.5 earthquake in the Bonin Islands
region of Japan. A green-level forest-fire notification was also issued in China. (USGS;
GDACS)

Middle Eastern Artifacts

The Israel Antiquities Authority published two notices on October 26 by Oren Shmueli and
Yitzhak Vassal. (Israel Antiquities Authority; Israel Antiquities Authority)

The discovery of 131 additional cuneiform tablets at Kayalipinar, Turkey, brings the site’s
total to 184, making it one of the most comprehensive Hittite archives discovered this
century. Tel Shigmona has reopened to visitors after a two-year, $1 million renovation.
Other updates include a review of ten significant biblical archaeological finds and
restoration work at the Birkatain archaeological site near Jerash. (BiblePlaces; BiblePlaces)
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