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A concise summary of significant developments in Israel and the world through a grounded
Christian worldview.

Israel & Jerusalem

Israel’s president praised Save a Child’s Heart, an organization that has brought children
from around the world to Israel for lifesaving heart treatment while training doctors to care
for future generations in their home countries. Separately, the BBC reported that masked
settlers attacked Palestinians attempting to harvest olives, amid a reported rise in similar
incidents. Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi also spoke with Israeli President Isaac Herzog
on the sidelines of a conference. (JNS; BBC News; BBC News)

Cybersecurity firm Proofpoint has agreed to acquire Israeli company Varonis in a $6.3
billion deal, as the company increasingly focuses on securing artificial intelligence
systems. In Yemen, the information minister said the prime minister and other ministers
were unharmed when ballistic missiles struck al-Maashiq Palace. (JNS; BBC News)

Wars & Security (Israel and Region)

Armed men identifying themselves as Hezbollah supporters reportedly surrounded
Lebanese security personnel during an October 16 raid on a pharmaceutical warehouse
near Beirut’s southern suburbs. Hezbollah accused the officers of violating an agreed
security-coordination procedure. Hussain al Abdallah, who succeeded Wafiq Safa as head
of Hezbollah’s Liaison and Coordination Unit, reportedly sought the return of explosives
seized by Lebanese security forces earlier in October. Abdallah has more than two
decades of experience in Hezbollah’s southern security apparatus. (Long War Journal; Long
War Journal; FDD; FDD)

Implementation of the U.S.-backed Board of Peace’s plans for Gaza remains stalled on the
ground: the first proposed military facility has yet to be built. Preparations for Hamas’s
disarmament and international cooperation on reconstruction are nevertheless moving
forward, while Hamas retains its grip on Gaza. (Long War Journal)

An Iraqi brigadier general and two other military personnel were killed by an explosive
device linked to the Islamic State near Kirkuk on October 14. The attack came a day after
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Iraqi F-16s struck Islamic State positions in the area, underscoring the group’s continuing
ability to threaten Iraqi forces. (Long War Journal)

Debate over possible Syrian military involvement in Lebanon highlights the risks of
expanding regional conflicts. Lebanon has also revoked the operating license of Bank
Saderat, an Iranian lender implicated in financing Hezbollah, though the group’s broader
financial network remains a concern. Hezbollah announced a new housing-assistance
program for Lebanese families displaced by wars with Israel, while earlier compensation
payments remain outstanding. (FDD; FDD; Long War Journal)

Commercial shipping faces mounting threats at several strategic chokepoints. Iran is
targeting vessels in the Strait of Hormuz, the Houthis are threatening traffic through the
Bab al-Mandeb, and Russia and Ukraine are escalating their maritime conflict in the Black
Sea. Lebanese security forces also seized an explosives shipment reportedly bound for
Hezbollah in Beirut; authorities arrested two men and are investigating the shipment’s
origins and intended use. Hezbollah has reportedly demanded the explosives’ return,
adding to tensions over the Lebanese state’s authority and the group’s armed presence. (
Long War Journal; Long War Journal)

Global Macro & Geopolitics

France faced nationwide cost-of-living protests, with authorities detaining dozens as
demonstrations began. The protests offer an early indication of social pressures ahead of
elections to replace President Emmanuel Macron. Separately, a Bloomberg report covered
a pause in U.S. energy sanctions on Russia and Houthi strikes on a Yemeni airport,
developments that underscore the interaction between sanctions policy, energy pressure,
and regional security. (France24; Bloomberg)

AI Dominion, Deception & the Antichrist System

The British Standards Institution (BSI) has launched three artificial intelligence assessment
schemes covering high-risk biometric systems, large language models and product-level
artificial intelligence risk management. The schemes, announced October 14, add to a
growing market for independent evidence that artificial intelligence products are safe,
reliable and fit for purpose. Germany has moved a step closer to launching its version of
the European Union Digital Identity (EUDI) Wallet, approving legislation Thursday in the
Bundestag to establish a legal basis for digital ID in the country. The Digital Identities Act
(DId G) is currently before legislators in revised form, after lawmakers with the governing
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coalition made changes to address opposition criticism (biometricupdate.com).

Socure, an identity verification, fraud prevention, and risk intelligence platform,
announced its third-quarter 2026 results on October 15, reporting $42.7 million in new
bookings and more than doubling its customer count to over 6,000. Several forces are
reshaping the identity verification market: artificial intelligence is making fraud cheaper to
scale and harder to detect, and fraud increasingly follows customers beyond onboarding (
biometricupdate.com).

Enterprises are faced with a situation in which they cannot answer reliably whether the
user in a given session is in fact a real person or an artificial intelligence agent, Badge
says. The company’s answer is the release of Thales Privacy Preserving Biometrics by
Badge. Gaps in digital public infrastructure are often addressed by international
development agencies with loans and support based on projections of future use. But
there may be a way to make decisions at the national and even ministerial level that are
more effectively targeted and cost-efficient (biometricupdate.com).

Pestilence & Global Health

Researchers recreated ancient birch-tar production methods and found that every sample
inhibited the growth of bacteria associated with dangerous wounds. The findings suggest
Neanderthals may have used sticky birch-derived substances to treat injuries thousands of
years before antibiotics existed. (ScienceDaily)

Natural Disasters & Signs in the Heavens

The U.S. Geological Survey recorded a magnitude 1.6 earthquake near Ninilchik, Alaska,
and a magnitude 4.8 earthquake near Norsup, Vanuatu. (USGS; USGS)

The U.S. Geological Survey recorded a magnitude 5.7 earthquake near Khuzdar, Pakistan.
A green-level forest-fire notification was also issued for Brazil. (USGS; GDACS)

Middle Eastern Artifacts

The Israel Antiquities Authority published two new entries on October 13. (Israel
Antiquities Authority; Israel Antiquities Authority)

A new study of the industrial compound at Tel Shiqmona describes a site organized around
seasonal activities: olive pressing in late autumn, livestock shelter in winter, and textile
production in spring. (BiblePlaces; Israel Antiquities Authority)
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