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Introduction

Sanctification is God’s gracious work whereby He sets believers apart for himself and
progressively conforms them to the likeness of Christ. Paul addresses the church as
“sanctified in Christ Jesus” (1 Corinthians 1:2), declaring a holy standing bestowed through
union with the Lord; yet Scripture also calls the redeemed to grow in holiness of life. This
growth does not earn acceptance with God, nor does it complete the cross’s work.
Justification is God’s once-for-all declaration that the sinner is righteous through faith, and
that we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ (Romans 5:1). Sanctification
follows as the Spirit works in those whom God has justified, teaching them to forsake sin
and walk in obedience. Both gifts belong to salvation in Christ: by the offering of his body,
believers are sanctified (Hebrews 10:10), and by his continuing grace they are made
fruitful in holiness. Thus the Christian rests in Christ’s finished sacrifice while, by grace,
seeking to become more like him.

Sanctification is the gracious work by which God teaches His redeemed people to walk in
holiness. It is not a price paid for acceptance, but the fruit of salvation already bestowed in
Christ. The grace of God that bringeth salvation also instructs believers to deny
ungodliness and worldly lusts, and to live soberly, righteously, and godly (Titus 2:11–14).
Such growth is neither self-reliance nor passive waiting: the Holy Ghost strengthens the
heart to resist sin and to obey the Lord. Therefore Scripture exhorts, “Walk in the Spirit,
and ye shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh” (Galatians 5:16). When obedience is difficult,
and progress seems small, the believer may rest in God’s faithfulness, not in personal
merit. He which hath begun a good work will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ
(Philippians 1:6). Thus grace both humbles and encourages us, calling us to pursue
holiness with hope as we await the full completion of God’s saving work.

Grace Establishes the Foundation of Sanctification

Sanctification rests upon the salvation God has graciously begun. Scripture declares that
sinners, being dead in trespasses and unable to make themselves righteous, are
quickened by God’s mercy. “By grace are ye saved through faith” (Ephesians 2:1–9); this
gift is “not of works,” lest any man should boast. All have sinned and come short of the
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glory of God, yet are “justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus” (Romans 3:23–24). Our standing before the Holy One therefore rests not upon the
height of our spiritual progress, but upon the finished work of Christ, received by faith.
Titus likewise traces salvation to God’s kindness and love, “not by works of righteousness
which we have done,” but according to His mercy, through the washing of regeneration
and renewing of the Holy Ghost (Titus 3:4–7). This truth humbles the heart and gives
assurance: growth in holiness is the fruit of grace, never its purchase price. Thus believers
may pursue obedience with gratitude, trusting the Savior who justifies and sustains them.

Sanctification begins not with human striving to earn acceptance, but with God’s gracious
union of the believer with Christ. Paul asks, “How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any
longer therein?” (Romans 6:1–11). In Christ’s death, the old dominion of sin is judged; in
His resurrection, believers are raised to walk in newness of life. They are therefore to
reckon themselves “dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our
Lord.” This reckoning rests upon what God has done, not upon a claim of sinless
achievement. The same truth shapes daily conduct: “if any man be in Christ, he is a new
creature” (2 Corinthians 5:17). Those risen with Christ are called to set their affection on
things above, where Christ sits at God’s right hand (Colossians 3:1–4). Obedience does not
purchase this identity; it grows from it. By grace, the life hidden with Christ becomes
visible in humble, persevering holiness.

The Spirit Produces Growth in a Believeru2019s Life

The Lord does not leave those whom He saves to change their hearts by unaided effort. He
promised, “A new heart also will I give you,” and declared that He would put His Spirit
within His people, causing them to walk in His statutes (Ezekiel 36:26–27). The Spirit is
therefore the divine agent of renewal, awakening holy desires and strengthening
obedience. Yet dependence upon Him is not passive waiting. Paul says believers are
debtors, not to the flesh, and calls them, through the Spirit, to mortify the deeds of the
body; those led by the Spirit are the sons of God (Romans 8:12–14). The same grace that
renews the heart summons us to resist sin, obey God’s Word, and pursue righteousness.
Sanctification is neither self-improvement apart from God nor an excuse for idleness, but a
life of active trust in the Spirit’s power. God sanctifies His people through the Spirit and
belief of the truth (2 Thessalonians 2:13), sustaining growth toward Christlikeness.

Sanctification is not self-made improvement, but the Spirit’s gracious work in those who
belong to Christ. As a branch abides in the vine, so the believer must abide in the Lord, for
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without Him we can do nothing (John 15:4–5). Walking in the Spirit bears fruit in love, joy,
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, and temperance (Galatians
5:22–25). These qualities become visible in patient endurance, truthful speech, merciful
service, and restraint when tempted. Christ teaches that a tree is known by its fruit
(Matthew 7:16–20); therefore, conduct reveals inward life. Yet fruit does not purchase
salvation or make the sinner acceptable to God. Salvation is by grace, and good works are
its grateful outcome, wrought through the Spirit. Growth may be gradual, and believers
still need repentance and help; nevertheless, the Lord faithfully shapes them toward
Christlikeness as they abide in Him. May His Spirit make His life increasingly evident in us.

Scripture and Prayer Shape Ordinary Spiritual Maturity

God ordinarily matures His people through the means He has appointed, especially the
ministry of His Word and prayer. Scripture is “given by inspiration of God” and is profitable
for doctrine, reproof, correction, and instruction in righteousness, that the servant of God
may be thoroughly furnished unto every good work (2 Timothy 3:16–17). It teaches what is
true, uncovers sin we might excuse, and directs us in obedience. As the psalmist treasured
God’s sayings in his heart, believers may be guarded from sin and guided in a clean way
(Psalm 119:9–11). Such attention is not a means of earning favor, but a response to grace
and a daily dependence upon God. By presenting ourselves unto Him, and refusing
conformity to this world, our minds are renewed so that we may discern His good,
acceptable, and perfect will (Romans 12:1–2). Prayer accompanies this listening, as we
seek wisdom, confess our need, and ask for strength to obey. In ordinary choices, the
Word trains discernment and steadies faithful living.

Prayer is not a means of compelling God to grant our preferred outcomes, but the humble
communion of children who depend upon their Father. Scripture bids us bring every care
to Him with thanksgiving, casting our anxieties upon the One who careth for us. In
Philippians 4:6–7, Paul joins our petitions to God’s peace, which keeps hearts and minds in
Christ Jesus; this peace does not promise a life free from pressure, but steadies believers
within it. Colossians 4:2 calls us to continue in prayer, watchful and thankful, so that
dependence becomes a faithful rhythm rather than a last resort. When we lack wisdom,
James 1:5 directs us to ask God, who giveth liberally. The answer may not remove
hardship or disclose every reason, yet the Lord supplies grace to obey. Thus ordinary
spiritual maturity grows as Scripture governs our desires and prayer entrusts our needs to
the Father.
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The Church Encourages Perseverance and Mutual Growth

Sanctification is God’s work in each believer, yet the Lord has not appointed His people to
grow in isolation. In the gathered church, the Word is taught, Christ is worshipped,
burdens are shared, and weary hearts are strengthened. The first believers continued
steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, breaking bread and praying together;
their common life bore witness to God’s grace (Acts 2:42–47). Hebrews 10:24–25 calls the
saints to consider one another, stir up love and good works, and not forsake their
assembling together, but exhort one another. Christ gives pastors and teachers to equip
the saints, that the body may grow up into Him in all things, joined and knit together in
love (Ephesians 4:11–16). Such fellowship does not replace personal faith or obedience; it
nourishes them. Through faithful teaching, prayer, service, and encouragement, believers
help one another endure trials and press toward maturity. Let each member seek both to
receive and to strengthen the church.

The Lord’s grace does not leave His people to walk alone. When a brother or sister is
overtaken in a fault, Scripture calls those who are spiritual to restore such an one “in the
spirit of meekness,” considering their own need of mercy (Galatians 6:1). Loving correction
is not a license to shame or rule over another; it is a humble service that bears burdens
and fulfils the law of Christ (Galatians 6:2). We are to speak the truth in love, seeking
another’s growth rather than our own vindication (Ephesians 4:15). If any wander from the
truth, James commends those who turn them again, for such care may save a soul from
death and cover a multitude of sins (James 5:19–20). Accountability therefore reflects
God’s restoring heart: it names sin honestly, yet offers a path back through repentance,
prayer, and fellowship. In this work, the church upholds the weary and encourages
steadfastness, trusting the Lord to complete His gracious work in each believer.

Trials and Obedience Deepen Hopeful Perseverance

Trials do not mean the Lord has forsaken His people; Scripture shows that hardship can
become a proving ground for faith. James exhorts believers to count it all joy when they
fall into divers temptations, because the trying of faith worketh patience, and patience
may have her perfect work (James 1:2–4). Such joy is not delight in pain, but confidence in
God’s wise purpose and faithful care. Paul likewise teaches that tribulation worketh
patience, experience, and hope, a hope that maketh not ashamed because the love of God
is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost (Romans 5:3–5). Peter compares tried faith
to gold refined by fire, precious before God (1 Peter 1:6–7). In seasons of sorrow, believers
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may ask God for wisdom, trusting His promise to give liberally, and lean upon His
sustaining presence. Obedience amid trial does not purchase salvation; it bears witness to
grace at work and strengthens steadfast hope in Christ.

Obedience is not the price of salvation, but the fruit of grace at work in the heart. John
writes that we know the Lord when we keep His commandments, and that those who
abide in Christ ought to walk even as He walked (1 John 2:3–6). Peter likewise urges
believers to add virtue, knowledge, and love to their faith, showing diligence so they may
make their calling and election sure (2 Peter 1:5–10). Such growth does not make God’s
promise more true; it gives meaningful evidence that faith is living and that the Spirit is
forming Christlike character. When trials expose weakness, believers need not rest their
assurance on flawless performance, nor dismiss the call to obedience. They are to look
unto Jesus, the author and finisher of faith, and run with patience (Hebrews 12:1–2).
Christ’s finished work remains the sure ground of confidence, and His grace teaches His
people to persevere in love.

Conclusion

Salvation is the gift of God’s grace, received through faith, never earned by human effort.
Yet the grace that saves also brings the believer into a new life in Christ, where the Spirit
works within to shape holy desires and faithful obedience. Therefore Paul joins our earnest
labor with God’s gracious work: “work out your own salvation,” for God worketh in us “to
will and to do” (Philippians 2:12–13). Sanctification is no claim to sinless perfection, nor a
race measured by another’s pace; it is the Spirit’s continuing work, often gradual and
attended by struggle. As we behold the Lord, we are changed “from glory to glory” (2
Corinthians 3:18). God’s will is our sanctification (1 Thessalonians 4:3), and He supplies
strength, correction, and comfort for the path. Let us therefore pursue holiness with
humility and hope, trusting the faithful Lord to complete His work in His people.

Sanctification is God’s gracious work in those whom He hath called, and He will not leave
that work unfinished. Romans 8:29–30 declares His purpose: that His people be conformed
to the image of His Son, and that those justified shall also be glorified. Though sin’s
presence and our weakness humble us, they need not drive us to despair; our hope rests
not on the measure of our present progress, but on God’s faithfulness. John teaches that
when Christ appears, believers shall be like Him, and this sure hope purifies the heart (1
John 3:2–3). Therefore, let us walk faithfully, giving thanks for every grace already
wrought, while depending daily upon the Lord rather than boasting in our attainments.
Jude directs our eyes to Him who is able to keep us from falling and present us faultless
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before His glory. He shall bring His children safely to completion in Christ.
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