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A concise summary of significant developments in Israel and the world through a grounded
Christian worldview.

Israel & Jerusalem

The ongoing conflict involving Yemen’s Iran-backed Houthi movement, which has engaged
in fighting with pro-government forces along the Red Sea coast and launched attacks on
Saudi Arabia, continues to draw international attention (BBC News; Al Jazeera; JNS).

The armed group’s recent attacks on Riyadh’s international airport and another facility
resulted in 13 fatalities, marking a significant escalation in hostilities (BBC News).

Wars & Security (Israel and Region)

Pakistan reported killing twelve militants and Taliban fighters during ongoing clashes along
its border with Afghanistan over the past week. In response to security concerns and
protests demanding the release of an imprisoned former prime minister, Islamabad
suspended the provincial government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. A review of 37 armed
incidents since January 2026 highlights a renewed insurgency marked by increasing
attacks on the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (Long War Journal; Long War Journal).

Somalia’s National Intelligence and Security Agency announced the death of Bashir Ahmed
Haji Nunow, the former head of Shabaab’s Amniyat wing and the mastermind behind the
country’s deadliest terrorist attack. Shabaab has neither confirmed nor denied this report (
Long War Journal).

Syria intensified its criticism of Israeli military operations within its borders, garnering
support from several regional countries. Damascus is simultaneously pursuing diplomatic
outreach to strengthen ties with Turkey, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, and the
United States, aiming to consolidate its regional position following recent political shifts.
Since October 5, fighting between the Taliban and Pakistani forces has largely consisted of
border clashes along Afghanistan’s southeastern Paktia province and Pakistan’s
northwestern Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. Operation Economic Outcast has disrupted Iranian
aviation, leading major regional hubs such as the UAE and Oman to suspend flights by
Iranian carriers due to concerns over potential U.S. sanctions (Long War Journal; FDD; FDD
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).

U.S. officials engaged with Lebanese Prime Minister Nawaf Salam to press for disruption of
Hezbollah’s financial networks and to encourage steps toward disarming the group.
Between September 25 and October 8, authorities across Europe, Turkey, Georgia, and
Israel detained suspected Islamic State fighters, dismantled an alleged criminal network,
and disrupted a suspected poison-and-explosives plot in eight separate cases (FDD; FDD;
Long War Journal).

Five years after the U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan, the Taliban has consolidated power,
with Al Qaeda continuing to operate under its protection. Pakistan faces increasing
challenges as it grapples with the consequences of supporting jihadist groups.
Additionally, Sheikhdoon Abdullahi Mohamud, an 18-year-old American citizen of Somali
descent, was arrested for allegedly planning an attack at the Mall of America arts festival
in Bloomington, Minnesota. His arrest marks the seventh Islamic State-linked terrorism
case in the United States this year (Long War Journal; Long War Journal).

Global Macro & Geopolitics

Local officials report that eleven crew members are missing after a merchant ship was
sunk overnight. Colonel Wayne Sanders (Ret.) of Bloomberg Intelligence analyzed the
potential for continued Houthi attacks in Saudi Arabia to draw the United States into
defending the kingdom during an interview on Bloomberg Television (Bloomberg).
Blackstone Inc. President Jon Gray and Federal Reserve Governor Christopher Waller
expressed concern over fiscal strains in France, warning that heavy government spending
poses risks. However, they noted these risks are less pressing in the United States
because of its comparatively higher economic growth (Bloomberg).

Silver Lake Managing Partner Joe Osnoss discussed the significant threat artificial
intelligence poses to software-as-a-service providers, describing the phenomenon as a
“SaaSpocalypse.” He outlined how AI-driven changes are reshaping the broader
technology industry and Silver Lake’s exposure to these shifts during a conversation with
Bloomberg Intelligence’s Mandeep Singh (Bloomberg).

AI Dominion, Deception & the Antichrist System

Facephi will provide its document verification and facial biometric technology to CRIF’s
remote customer onboarding services. Facephi Onboarding supports customer checks for

SPEARNET
Living as Bereans

Page 2
© 2025 SpearNet | www.spearnet.org | All Rights Reserved

https://www.fdd.org/analysis/hezbollahs-new-leader-naim-qassem-is-no-hassan-nasrallah/
https://www.fdd.org/in_the_news/trump-pauses-iran-strike-before-midterms-what-happens-next/
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/10/islamic-state-linked-suspects-detained-or-charged-in-6-countries-since-late-september.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/10/the-taliban-vs-pakistan-can-they-both-lose.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/10/fbi-arrests-alleged-islamic-state-supporter-accused-of-plotting-mall-of-america-attack.php
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2026-10-13/houthi-attacks-intensify-threat-of-wider-middle-east-war-video
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-10-13/blackstone-s-gray-fed-s-waller-see-warning-from-france-s-stress
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/audio/2026-10-13/tech-disruptors-silver-lake-s-joe-osnoss-on-changing-tech-stack


banking, insurance, and fintech services, while CRIF provides credit information, risk
management software, and digital services (biometricupdate.com).

Pestilence & Global Health

Researchers have found that Neanderthals may have utilized a sticky substance derived
from birch bark to treat wounds thousands of years before the advent of antibiotics. By
recreating ancient birch tar production techniques, scientists demonstrated that every
sample effectively inhibited the growth of bacteria responsible for dangerous wound
infections. Additionally, a new bacterial defense mechanism was discovered: viruses
produce an enzyme that cleaves a bacterial sensor protein, triggering a self-destruct
immune response. This insight could enhance phage therapies targeting antibiotic-
resistant bacteria and deepen understanding of bacterial immunity. Furthermore, studies
indicate that consuming more sugar during antibiotic treatment disrupts the gut
microbiome more severely and promotes the growth of potentially harmful bacteria.
Researchers suggest that temporarily reducing sugar intake during and after antibiotic use
may mitigate this damage (ScienceDaily; ScienceDaily; ScienceDaily).

Scientists have also discovered that disrupting the chemical signals bacteria use to
communicate can shift dental plaque toward a healthier microbial balance. This approach
holds promise for new gum disease treatments that control harmful bacteria without
eliminating beneficial species (ScienceDaily).

Natural Disasters & Signs in the Heavens

The United States Geological Survey recorded a magnitude 1.7 earthquake near Anchor
Point, Alaska, and a magnitude 6.1 earthquake near Río Grande, Panama (USGS; USGS).

A magnitude 7.7 earthquake was recorded near Pitaloza Arriba, Panama. Additionally, a
magnitude 4.7 earthquake at a depth of 10 kilometers struck Tajikistan on October 13,
2026, affecting an estimated six million people within 100 kilometers of the epicenter (
USGS; GDACS).

Middle Eastern Artifacts

By ילאיתוקי לבוי ,זפ קחצי ,יחרזמ ןויס, et al., published on October 13, 2026. By Sivan Mizrahi,
Yitzhak Paz, Yuval Yekutieli, et al., published on October 13, 2026 (Israel Antiquities
Authority; Israel Antiquities Authority).
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A recent study of the industrial compound at Tel Shiqmona reveals that the site’s activities
were structured around the seasonal cycle: olive pressing occurred in late autumn,
livestock sheltering took place in winter, and textile production was conducted in spring. A
location map accompanies the study (BiblePlaces; Israel Antiquities Authority).
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