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A concise summary of significant developments in Israel and the world through a grounded
Christian worldview.

Israel & Jerusalem

Saturday’s attack in Saudi Arabia was the deadliest since May 2015. US and Saudi officials
attribute the strike to Yemen’s Houthis, who have not yet responded. Additionally, the
United Arab Emirates’ attorney-general alleges that the co-pilot attempted to crash the
plane into Tel Aviv’s airport (JNS; BBC News; BBC News).

The Emirati attorney-general disclosed new details about the midair attack, including that
the Omani suspect had previously flown to Israel twice (Al Jazeera; JNS).

Missile attacks have intensified amid escalating conflict between the Iran-backed group
and Saudi Arabia, which supports Yemen’s government. In September, Israel declared it
would respond to UK sanctions targeting illegal Israeli settlements in the West Bank (BBC
News; BBC News).

Wars & Security (Israel and Region)

A review of 37 armed incidents since January 2026 highlights a renewed insurgency
marked by increasing attacks on the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps. Somalia’s
National Intelligence and Security Agency announced the death of Bashir Ahmed Haji
Nunow, former head of Shabaab’s Amniyat wing and mastermind of Somalia’s deadliest
terrorist attack; Shabaab has neither confirmed nor denied this. Meanwhile, Syria has
intensified its criticism of Israeli military operations within its borders, gaining support
from several regional countries. Damascus is actively pursuing diplomatic outreach to
strengthen ties with Turkey, Saudi Arabia, the UAE, and the US, aiming to consolidate its
regional position following recent upheavals (Long War Journal; Long War Journal; Long
War Journal).

Authorities have detained suspected Islamic State fighters, dismantled a criminal network,
and disrupted a poison-and-explosives plot between September 25 and October 8 in eight
cases across Europe, Turkey, Georgia, and Israel. Operation Economic Outcast has
disrupted Iranian aviation, leading major regional hubs, including the UAE and Oman, to
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https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/10/syria-increases-criticism-of-israeli-actions-continues-diplomatic-outreach.php


suspend flights by Iranian carriers to avoid U.S. sanctions. Concurrently, U.S. officials have
pressed Lebanese Prime Minister Nawaf Salam to disrupt Hezbollah’s finances and pursue
disarmament of the group (Long War Journal; FDD; FDD).

Five years after the U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan, the Taliban has strengthened, with
Al Qaeda continuing operations under its protection. Pakistan faces significant
consequences for its support of jihadist groups. Bill Roggio and Will Selber assess the
current state of the Taliban and regional dynamics (FDD; FDD; Long War Journal).

Sheikhdoon Abdullahi Mohamud, an 18-year-old American citizen of Somali descent, was
arrested for allegedly planning an attack on an arts festival at the Mall of America in
Bloomington, Minnesota, later this month. His arrest marks the seventh Islamic State-
linked terrorism case in the U.S. this year. Meanwhile, the Israeli military is adopting a
deeper “forward defense” posture in southern Lebanon, rotating forces and preparing
positions for winter while continuing to dismantle Hezbollah infrastructure. Hezbollah
maintains that Israeli forces’ continued presence in the area is provocative (Long War
Journal; Long War Journal).

Global Macro & Geopolitics

Ford, JPMorgan, and the state of Michigan are collaborating to connect manufacturers and
startups with capital, customers, and government support as the U.S. seeks to rebuild
supply chains previously relocated overseas. Ford CEO Jim Farley announced a $1 billion
commitment to purchasing from these companies to strengthen domestic manufacturing (
Bloomberg).

AI Dominion, Deception & the Antichrist System

The biometric technology needed for a new kind of border control is here. Travelers can
already move through airports and some land-border checkpoints without breaking stride,
while mobile pre-registration is pushing identity checks further upstream. The Biometric
Update Podcast is publishing a special series of interviews examining how 9/11 helped
transform identity into critical infrastructure, and how the systems built in its aftermath
continue to evolve (biometricupdate.com).

Pestilence & Global Health
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Neanderthals may have used a sticky substance derived from birch bark to treat wounds
thousands of years before antibiotics existed. Researchers successfully recreated ancient
birch tar production techniques and found that every sample inhibited the growth of
bacteria responsible for dangerous wound infections. Another study uncovered a novel
bacterial defense mechanism against viral attacks: a virus-produced enzyme cleaves a
bacterial sensor protein, triggering a self-destruct immune response. This discovery could
enhance phage therapies against antibiotic-resistant bacteria and deepen understanding
of bacterial immunity. Additionally, increased sugar consumption during antibiotic
treatment was linked to greater disruption of the gut microbiome and proliferation of
potentially harmful bacteria. Researchers suggest that temporarily reducing sugar intake
during and after antibiotic use may mitigate this damage (ScienceDaily; ScienceDaily;
ScienceDaily).

Scientists have discovered that disrupting the chemical signals bacteria use to
communicate can shift dental plaque toward a healthier microbial balance. This approach
may lead to new treatments for gum disease that control harmful bacteria without
eliminating beneficial species (ScienceDaily).

Natural Disasters & Signs in the Heavens

The United States Geological Survey recorded a magnitude 2.1 earthquake near Fritz
Creek, Alaska, and a magnitude 4.6 earthquake near Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky, Russia (
USGS; USGS).

A magnitude 7.7 earthquake struck near Pitaloza Arriba, Panama. Additionally, a
magnitude 4.6 earthquake at a depth of 68.7 km occurred in the Russian Federation on
October 11, 2026, affecting approximately 230,000 people within 100 km (USGS; GDACS).

Middle Eastern Artifacts

By איר ובא עפאר, published on October 7, 2026. By Rafeh Abu Raya, published on October
7, 2026 (Israel Antiquities Authority; Israel Antiquities Authority).

A new study of the industrial compound at Tel Shiqmona reveals that the site’s activities
were structured by the seasonal cycle: olive pressing occurred in late autumn, livestock
sheltering in winter, and textile production in spring. יאבג תימע conducted this research,
and it was published on October 7, 2026 (BiblePlaces; Israel Antiquities Authority).
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