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A concise summary of significant developments in Israel and the world through a grounded
Christian worldview.

Israel & Jerusalem

The Off-Broadway satire “Slam Frank” presents itself as an equal-opportunity offender,
mocking theater hits and identity politics. However, it is notably serious in its
demonization of Jews. Meanwhile, missile attacks have intensified amid escalating conflict
between the Iran-backed group and Saudi Arabia, which supports Yemen’s government. In
September, Israel declared it would respond to UK sanctions targeting illegal Israeli
settlements in the West Bank. Many Palestinians continue to live in cramped tent cities, as
the US plan to end the war remains largely stalled (JNS; BBC News; BBC News; Al Jazeera;
BBC News)

Wars & Security (Israel and Region)

A review of 37 armed incidents since January 2026 highlights a renewed insurgency with
increasing attacks on the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps. Somalia’s National
Intelligence and Security Agency announced the death of Bashir Ahmed Haji Nunow,
former head of Shabaab’s Amniyat wing and mastermind of Somalia’s deadliest terrorist
attack; Shabaab has not confirmed or denied this. Syria has intensified its criticism of
Israeli military operations within its borders, gaining support from several regional
countries. Damascus is actively pursuing diplomatic outreach, strengthening ties with
Turkey, Saudi Arabia, the UAE, and the US to consolidate its regional position following
recent upheavals (Long War Journal; Long War Journal; Long War Journal)

Authorities have detained suspected Islamic State fighters, dismantled an alleged criminal
network, and disrupted a suspected poison-and-explosives plot in eight separate cases
across Europe, Turkey, Georgia, and Israel between September 25 and October 8.
Operation Economic Outcast has disrupted Iranian aviation, prompting major regional hubs
such as the United Arab Emirates and Oman to suspend flights by Iranian carriers for fear
of U.S. sanctions. Concurrently, U.S. officials have intensified efforts to disarm Hezbollah,
urging Lebanese Prime Minister Nawaf Salam to disrupt Hezbollah’s financial networks and
advance disarmament initiatives (Long War Journal; FDD; FDD)

SPEARNET
Living as Bereans

Page 1
© 2025 SpearNet | www.spearnet.org | All Rights Reserved

https://www.jns.org/opinion/column/jonathan-s-tobin/a-satire-about-anne-frank-explains-woke-antisemitism
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cmz7xe37g5wro?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cw33xd6vegnno?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMipAFBVV95cUxOTmk1ZktpNHpjb3RJeXhEWjlKc2tfaVdkM3g5ZXpMX20zTnBad1pnTzZ6U0JMY2xqVjBCYlRGNHFveXpXNHJqLVdQLTIxMzFfdXotdEpMdWVQNnhQOEdSbUJOSUN1NkVtRk9jWlJpNjU1YXhFS0o0c2dGd3BuUldBT1oxdUxfTl8xRFlXOGtpRldLLVNiUmctN1dLRHNXUEg2YTRNM9IBqgFBVV95cUxQa2ZfMHNqWmxTYjkxc0wzbVZ1cmhiMkNmTV9uUVpuYldfSlNxc2hTTE5qMWxxX01pSlJmV3BBMlkySjQ1UGxhN3RXbHNyTkZmQy03ZWpiY3V5UmpYZ1NWc0REbXB6WVM1ZUF2bFN2MVNyZmx2bGNmLU9lMzVNb2NKc0p4RVF6TmdCNWtDcjJDcHR6OHBFLXNvSkhOVmlVcXVGNV9GQXV2YTRodw?oc=5
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cmx2qlz7qrd4o?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/10/insurgent-attacks-surge-in-southeastern-iran.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/10/somalia-claims-to-have-killed-another-senior-shabaab-leader.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/10/syria-increases-criticism-of-israeli-actions-continues-diplomatic-outreach.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/10/islamic-state-linked-suspects-detained-or-charged-in-6-countries-since-late-september.php
https://www.fdd.org/analysis/iranian-airlines-expand-trips-to-iraq-despite-u-s-sanctions/
https://www.fdd.org/analysis/hezbollahs-new-leader-naim-qassem-is-no-hassan-nasrallah/


Five years after the U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan, the Taliban remains stronger than
ever, with Al Qaeda continuing operations under its protection. Pakistan is experiencing
the consequences of its support for jihadist groups. Analysts Bill Roggio and Will Selber
assess the Taliban’s current state and regional dynamics. Additionally, discussions
continue regarding the U.S. response to Iran, including a paused strike before midterm
elections and concerns about artificial intelligence hackers (FDD; FDD; Long War Journal)

Sheikhdoon Abdullahi Mohamud, an 18-year-old American citizen of Somali descent, was
arrested for allegedly planning an attack on an arts festival at the Mall of America in
Bloomington, Minnesota, scheduled for late October. This arrest marks the seventh Islamic
State-linked terrorism case or incident in the United States this year. Meanwhile, the Israeli
military is adopting a deeper “forward defense” posture in southern Lebanon, rotating
units and preparing positions for winter while continuing efforts to dismantle Hezbollah
infrastructure. Hezbollah maintains that the Israeli forces’ continued presence in the area
is provocative (Long War Journal; Long War Journal)

Global Macro & Geopolitics

China, Uzbekistan, and Tajikistan exhibit limited exposure to cross-border terrorism and
are reluctant to jeopardize stable relations with Kabul over security concerns. China plans
to enhance counter-cyclical economic support and prepare additional high-impact policy
tools to meet its economic targets for the year. Meanwhile, Russia is arranging diesel fuel
supplies ahead of U.S. midterm elections, and the Isaias storm continues to weaken,
affecting regional energy and shipping dynamics (The Diplomat; Bloomberg; Bloomberg)

AI Dominion, Deception & the Antichrist System

Foundational artificial intelligence models are created in part by processing personal
information and copyrighted material. As governments around the world try to realize
forecasted economic gains from commercial products based on these models, they are
also navigating a backlash that demands at least some accountability and trust (
biometricupdate.com).

Artificial intelligence adoption is forcing the legal profession to rethink the billable hour
and how lawyers build expertise (cnbc.com).

Artificial intelligence is a powerful tool for fraud on its own, but social engineering
sharpens its edge. People remain easy to fool (biometricupdate.com).
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The biometric technology needed for a new kind of border control is here. Travelers can
already move through airports and some land-border checkpoints without breaking stride,
while mobile pre-registration is pushing identity checks further upstream. Tech5 is putting
co-founder Rahul Parthe in charge of operations as it seeks to bring its national digital
infrastructure model to more countries. Parthe, previously the company’s chairman and
chief technology officer, has been appointed chief executive officer and will continue to
direct its technology strategy. Last month marked 25 years since the September 11
attacks, an event that permanently changed air travel, border security and the role of
identity in national security. The Biometric Update Podcast is publishing a special series of
interviews examining how 9/11 helped transform identity into critical infrastructure, and
how the systems built in its aftermath continue to evolve (biometricupdate.com).

Humanoid robots are attracting major investment as artificial intelligence advances (
forbes.com).

Pestilence & Global Health

Researchers have discovered a novel bacterial defense mechanism against viral attacks: a
virus-produced enzyme cleaves a bacterial sensor protein, triggering a self-destruct
immune response. This finding may enhance phage therapies targeting antibiotic-resistant
bacteria and deepen understanding of bacterial immunity. Additionally, consuming more
sugar during antibiotic treatment correlates with greater disruption of the gut microbiome
and increased growth of potentially harmful bacteria. Temporarily reducing sugar intake
during and after antibiotic use could mitigate this damage. Scientists also found that
interfering with bacterial chemical communication can shift dental plaque toward a
healthier microbial balance, offering new approaches to treat gum disease by controlling
harmful bacteria without harming beneficial species (ScienceDaily; ScienceDaily;
ScienceDaily).

Natural Disasters & Signs in the Heavens

The US Geological Survey recorded a magnitude 1.2 earthquake near Borrego Springs,
California, and a magnitude 7.7 earthquake near Pitaloza Arriba, Panama. Additionally, a
magnitude 6.0 earthquake occurred near La Tronosa, Panama. A green forest fire alert was
issued in Papua New Guinea (USGS; USGS; USGS; GDACS).

Middle Eastern Artifacts
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By איר ובא עפאר (Rafeh Abu Raya), published on October 7, 2026. Recent publications by
the Israel Antiquities Authority present new findings in Middle Eastern archaeology. A
study based on the AD 79 eruption of Mount Vesuvius aims to improve the dating of other
ancient volcanic events. The Kelsey Museum of Archaeology at the University of Michigan
has opened new exhibits. By יאבג תימע, published on October 7, 2026 (Israel Antiquities
Authority; Israel Antiquities Authority; BiblePlaces; Israel Antiquities Authority).
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