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A concise summary of significant developments in Israel and the world through a grounded
Christian worldview.

Israel & Jerusalem

Three years after the Hamas atrocities of October 7, Jews are once again being targeted.
Israel condemned the awarding of a prize to a figure accused of anti-Israel bias as a
“grotesque weaponization of an award to legitimize anti-Israel hatred and prejudice.”
Meanwhile, missile attacks have escalated amid intensified fighting between the Iran-
backed Houthi movement and Saudi Arabia, which supports Yemen'’s internationally
recognized government (JNS; JNS; BBC News).

In September, Israel announced it would respond to United Kingdom sanctions targeting
illegal Israeli settlements in the West Bank. Many Palestinians continue to live in cramped
tent cities, as the United States’ plan to end the war remains largely stalled (BBC News; Al
Jazeera; BBC News).

Wars & Security (Israel and Region)

Between September 25 and October 8, authorities detained suspected Islamic State
fighters, dismantled an alleged criminal network, and disrupted a suspected poison-and-
explosives plot across eight separate cases in Europe, Turkey, Georgia, and Israel. Five
years after the U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan, the Taliban has consolidated power, with
Al Qaeda continuing to operate under its protection. Pakistan is facing consequences for
its support of jihadist groups. In the United States, Sheikhdoon Abdullahi Mohamud, an 18-
year-old American citizen of Somali descent, was arrested for allegedly planning an attack
on an arts festival at the Mall of America in Bloomington, Minnesota. His arrest marks the
seventh Islamic State-linked terrorism case or incident in the U.S. this year (Long War
Journal; Long War Journal; Long War Journal).

The Israeli military is adopting a deeper “forward defense” posture in southern Lebanon.
Troop rotations and preparations for winter are underway, alongside continued efforts to
clear Hezbollah infrastructure. This evolving deployment occurs as Hezbollah insists that
the Israeli presence in the area remains provocative (Long War Journal).
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Iraq faces controversy over the role of Iran-backed militias following the U.S. military
withdrawal. An incident in which Popular Mobilization Forces members drove over an
American flag has intensified disputes. Prime Minister Ali al Zaidi is pressing to bring
militia weapons under state control. Meanwhile, organizations are focusing on post-
gquantum readiness, aiming to protect critical systems and communications against future
gquantum computer attacks (FDD; Long War Journal).

The Yemeni government, backed by Saudi Arabia, has launched a counteroffensive to
reclaim territory seized by the Houthis in September. The government aims to remove the
Houthis from the capital, Sanaa. In Afghanistan, Pakistan claims its recent airstrikes killed
22 terrorists, while the United Nations reports 10 civilian deaths, mostly children. The
Taliban has accused Islamabad of deploying anti-Taliban fighters into Afghanistan,
prolonging the conflict (Long War Journal; Long War Journal).

Global Macro & Geopolitics

Brazil’s annual inflation rate surpassed the target ceiling in September, driven largely by
rising electricity prices. This inflationary pressure adds to the financial challenges facing
voters ahead of the presidential election scheduled for October 25. Colonel Wayne
Sanders (Ret.) of Bloomberg Intelligence highlights rising tensions in the Middle East,
which President Donald Trump said on Thursday would not provoke a strike against Iran
before the U.S. midterm elections (Bloomberg; Bloomberg).

Al Dominion, Deception & the Antichrist System

The International Biometrics and Identity Association (IBIA) is urging Congress to expand
biometric screening at U.S. land borders, fund comprehensive vehicle inspection systems,
and impose enforceable restrictions on intelligence profiling as lawmakers renew pressure
to complete the nation’s long-delayed biometric entry-exit system. Discover how Sophos
uses OpenAl’s Daybreak to cut cyber-threat investigation time by 96% and automate 52%
of MDR cases while preserving human oversight. Three fired OpenAl safety researchers
dispute allegations of mishandling sensitive information, warning in an open letter that
their dismissals are creating a chilling effect on the company’s artificial intelligence safety
culture (biometricupdate.com; OpenAl; TechCrunch).

ROC is trying to move beyond the biometric technology that gave it its name, putting
identity, video analytics, and digital evidence on a common foundation it calls its Unified
Vision artificial intelligence Platform. Behind that strategy is an approach to the market,
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but also a belief that digital identity and physical security are converging. Switzerland-
based Identis launched a North American subsidiary on October 1 to serve the Canadian
and U.S. markets with a combined portfolio spanning secure identity, payments and
biometrics. Russia has made significant progress in adopting biometric technologies in
recent years. Now the government plans to take a more active role in introducing the
technology across various spheres of public life (biometricupdate.com).

Pestilence & Global Health

Researchers have identified a novel mechanism by which bacteria detect viral infections: a
virus-produced enzyme cleaves a bacterial sensor protein, triggering a self-destruct
immune response. This insight could enhance phage therapies targeting antibiotic-
resistant bacteria and deepen understanding of bacterial defenses. Additionally, studies
link increased sugar consumption during antibiotic treatment to greater disruption of the
gut microbiome and proliferation of potentially harmful bacteria. Temporarily reducing
sugar intake during and after antibiotic use may mitigate this damage. Scientists have
also discovered that interfering with bacterial chemical communication can shift dental
plague toward a healthier microbial balance, offering potential new treatments for gum
disease that preserve beneficial bacteria (ScienceDaily; ScienceDaily; ScienceDaily).

Natural Disasters & Signs in the Heavens

The United States Geological Survey recorded a magnitude 1.5 earthquake near Niland,
California, and a magnitude 5.1 earthquake near Colchane, Chile. Additionally, a
magnitude 6.3 earthquake was registered near Norsup, Vanuatu. A magnitude 4.6
earthquake struck the Philippines at a depth of 10 kilometers, affecting an area with
approximately 4.4 million people within 100 kilometers (USGS; USGS; USGS; GDACS).

Middle Eastern Artifacts

By W&oy ~aI '~ (Rafeh Abu Raya), published October 7, 2026. Recent publications from
the Israel Antiquities Authority present new findings and studies related to Middle Eastern
artifacts (Israel Antiquities Authority; Israel Antiquities Authority).

A new study based on the eruption of Mount Vesuvius in AD 79 will enable scholars to
more accurately date other ancient volcanic eruptions. The Kelsey Museum of Archaeology
at the University of Michigan has recently opened new exhibits. By ynm iaax' (Amit Gabay),
published October 7, 2026 (BiblePlaces; Israel Antiquities Authority).
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