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A concise summary of significant developments in Israel and the world through a grounded
Christian worldview.

Israel & Jerusalem

In September, Israel announced it would respond to the United Kingdom’s sanctions
targeting illegal Israeli settlements in the West Bank. Meanwhile, many Palestinians
continue to live in overcrowded tent cities as efforts by the United States to end the
ongoing conflict remain largely stalled (BBC News; Al Jazeera; BBC News)

Further coverage by Al Jazeera highlights ongoing tensions and humanitarian concerns in
the region (Al Jazeera)

Wars & Security (Israel and Region)

The Israeli Defense Forces are adopting a deeper “forward defense” strategy in southern
Lebanon, rotating units and preparing defensive positions for the winter months while
continuing operations to dismantle Hezbollah infrastructure. This deployment shift occurs
amid Hezbollah’s ongoing claims regarding Israeli military presence. In Iraq, controversy
surrounds Iran-backed militias following the withdrawal of US forces, highlighted by an
incident where Popular Mobilization Forces members were photographed driving over an
American flag. Prime Minister Ali al Zaidi is advocating for bringing militia weapons under
government control. In Yemen, the internationally recognized government, supported by
Saudi Arabia, has launched a counteroffensive to reclaim territory seized by the Houthis in
September, with the removal of the Houthis from the capital, Sanaa, as a stated objective
(Long War Journal; Long War Journal; Long War Journal)

Pakistan reported that its recent airstrikes in Afghanistan killed 22 militants, while United
Nations sources confirmed that 10 civilians, mostly children, were killed during the
operations. The Taliban accused Pakistan of deploying anti-Taliban fighters into
Afghanistan. Additionally, less than two months after its establishment, Pakistan, Turkey,
and Saudi Arabia activated the Mecca Pact for the first time during an emergency meeting
in Riyadh on October 5. However, analysts suggest that the Mecca Pact is unlikely to deter
Yemen’s Houthi rebels (Long War Journal; FDD)
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https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2026/10/07/the-mecca-pact-wont-deter-yemens-houthis/


Europe is increasingly addressing the economic consequences of China’s market-distorting
practices. On October 7, the European Parliament overwhelmingly adopted a tougher
stance on China, focusing particularly on the automotive sector where Chinese
competition has intensified. Syria has repaired a sabotaged gas pipeline near Deir Ezzor
and is restoring another near Damascus amid ongoing threats to its energy infrastructure.
These efforts occur against a backdrop of challenges including Islamic State activity and
shortages of electricity, water, and fuel (FDD; Long War Journal)

In September, federal prosecutors filed three cases alleging support for Middle Eastern
terrorist organizations. One case involves a Department of Energy engineer accused of
assisting the Houthis, while two others charge Louisiana brothers and a Florida beauty-
store owner with financing Hamas (Long War Journal)

Global Macro & Geopolitics

European Union Trade Commissioner Maros Sefcovic arrived in Beijing for two days of
discussions with Chinese Trade Minister Wang Wentao, aiming to “rebalance” the EU’s
significant trade deficit with China. The automotive sector remains a particular focus due
to concerns over Chinese market practices. Meanwhile, Indonesia faces internal challenges
linked to President Prabowo Subianto’s efforts to strengthen ties with Russia, which have
complicated regional dynamics. European Central Bank officials reviewed inflation
measures last month, concluding that while further interest rate hikes may be necessary,
any increases should not overly constrain economic growth (France24; The Diplomat;
Bloomberg)

US equity futures declined, and oil prices rose following reports that the White House
requested the Pentagon to prepare strike options against Iran that could be executed
before the upcoming midterm elections. In the technology sector, Samsung reported a
nearly nine-fold increase in quarterly operating profit, while TSMC’s sales surged by 51%.
Dr. Toyin Ajayi, co-founder and CEO of Cityblock Health, emphasized that the innovation
lies not in the technology itself but in its form factor, as the company redesigns care for
complex Medicaid and Medicare populations. This approach highlights evolving strategies
in healthcare delivery (Bloomberg; Bloomberg; Beliefnet)

AI Dominion, Deception & the Antichrist System

A pilot project newly launched by the Brazilian Federal Revenue Service sees palm
biometrics deployed for pedestrian crossings at the Friendship Bridge International
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Customs checkpoint in Foz do Iguaçu, on the border with Paraguay. A release says the
objective is to streamline traveler flow, improve risk management and strengthen customs
control at the heavily traveled bridge (biometricupdate.com).

A recent research paper by College Planner is coming to ChatGPT for Teens to help
students manage college applications, alongside new flashcards, quizzes, and a teen
artificial intelligence council (biometricupdate.com; OpenAI).

Indonesia is seeking to strengthen the security of its digital ID ecosystem with a market
consultation focused on biometric liveness detection for remote enrollment. An Early
Market Engagement (EME) has been opened ahead of procurement for the country’s IKD
digital identity application (biometricupdate.com).

Brazil-based identity firm Twyn’s facial liveness technology has achieved i Beta Level 2
compliance against the ISO/IEC 30107-3 standard for Presentation Attack Detection (PAD).
The company’s Personhood Analysis Assistant (PASS) v3.0 processed all 1500 attacks on
Android and i OS devices without any attack presentation classification errors. A
conversation with social entrepreneur Sascha Meinrath about privacy breaches and
censorship disguised as artificial intelligence safeguards, and what can be done about it.
Union Biometrics has won the largest contract in the company’s history: a 17.1 billion won
(about $12.8 million) deal with the armed forces of the Republic of Korea. The company is
looking to grow its business in the military and financial sectors and expand sales to data
centers in Korea and abroad (biometricupdate.com; forbes.com).

Pestilence & Global Health

Recent research has linked increased sugar consumption during antibiotic treatment to
greater disruption of the gut microbiome and enhanced growth of potentially harmful
bacteria. Scientists suggest that temporarily reducing sugar intake during and after
antibiotic courses may mitigate this damage. Another study found that interfering with
bacterial chemical communication can shift dental plaque toward a healthier microbial
balance, offering potential new treatments for gum disease that preserve beneficial
bacteria. Additionally, researchers identified five seemingly unrelated
conditions—including long Covid, ME/CFS, and PTSD—that disrupt overlapping biological
networks involved in immunity, metabolism, and cellular energy, which may explain
shared symptoms and pave the way for new blood tests (ScienceDaily; ScienceDaily;
ScienceDaily)
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Natural Disasters & Signs in the Heavens

The United States Geological Survey recorded a magnitude 0.7 earthquake near Anza,
California, and a magnitude 6.3 earthquake near Norsup, Vanuatu (USGS; USGS).

Additionally, a magnitude 5.5 earthquake was recorded near Aleneva, Alaska. France is
currently under a green flood alert (USGS; GDACS).

Middle Eastern Artifacts

By איר ובא עפאר, Published on 10/07/26. By Rafeh Abu Raya, Published on 10/07/26 (Israel
Antiquities Authority; Israel Antiquities Authority).

A new study based on the eruption of Mount Vesuvius in AD 79 will enable scholars to
more accurately date other ancient volcanic eruptions. The Kelsey Museum of Archaeology
at the University of Michigan has recently opened new exhibits. By יאבג תימע, Published on
10/07/26 (BiblePlaces; Israel Antiquities Authority).
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