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A concise summary of significant developments in Israel and the world through a grounded
Christian worldview.

Israel & Jerusalem

Former Member of Knesset Moshe Feiglin has urged that the full severity of the law be
applied in a case involving threats reportedly made by a lecturer accused of plotting
attacks on Israeli Arabs (JNS). Meanwhile, Laʻauli Leuatea Schmidt, the Prime Minister of
Samoa, has pledged to open an embassy in Jerusalem before the end of the year,
signaling stronger diplomatic ties (JNS). In Yemen, President Rashad al-Alimi announced
intensified military actions amid ongoing exchanges of strikes between the Houthi rebels
and the Saudi-led coalition, reflecting the continued volatility of the region (BBC News).

Israeli state police and the national security agency are investigating the co-pilot of a
Flydubai flight bound for Israel who attempted to seize control of the aircraft. The incident
raised concerns about aviation security and has prompted a thorough inquiry (BBC News;
Al Jazeera; Al Jazeera)

An Israeli Defense Forces patrol fired at a vehicle that rammed an army vehicle in Judea;
no Israeli security personnel were injured in the incident (JNS). In Brazil, Senator Jair
Bolsonaro, known for his pro-Israel stance, advanced to a runoff election against leftist
incumbent Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva, scheduled for October 25, highlighting potential shifts
in regional political alignments (JNS; Al Jazeera)

Wars & Security (Israel and Region)

Syria has repaired a sabotaged gas pipeline near Deir Ezzor and is currently working on
restoring another line near Damascus, as the government confronts ongoing threats to its
energy infrastructure. These efforts occur amid broader challenges including increased
Islamic State activity and shortages of electricity, water, and fuel that continue to strain
the country’s stability (Long War Journal). In the United States, federal prosecutors have
filed three cases alleging support for Middle Eastern terrorist organizations: one against a
Department of Energy engineer accused of aiding the Houthis, and two others involving
Louisiana brothers and a Florida beauty-store owner charged with financing Hamas (Long
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War Journal).

On September 29, Syria’s Internal Security Forces, in coordination with the General
Intelligence Directorate, announced it foiled a sabotage plot in the Yarmouk Basin in
Daraa. The operation led to the arrest of a three-member cell affiliated with Hezbollah,
underscoring the persistent security threats within the country (Long War Journal).

The United States and allied anti-Islamic State coalition forces completed their withdrawal
from Iraq on September 30, officially ending Operation Inherent Resolve. Baghdad marked
this milestone as a restoration of Iraqi sovereignty, though concerns remain regarding the
influence of Iran-backed militias and gaps in air-defense capabilities (Long War Journal).
The Foundation for Defense of Democracies highlights that revenge remains a central
pillar of Iranian foreign policy, deeply influencing its regional strategies and responses to
perceived grievances (FDD).

On October 2, the Syrian Petroleum Company confirmed it restored a gas pipeline near
Deir Ezzor after sabotage, with crews replacing an 18-meter section to resume operations.
This repair is part of broader efforts to address infrastructure sabotage amid ongoing
utility shortages and security challenges (FDD).

Reflecting on the 25th anniversary of the US invasion of Afghanistan, terrorism expert
Thomas Joscelyn discussed with Generation Jihad host Bill Roggio the shortcomings of
Operation Enduring Freedom in achieving its objectives to eliminate Al Qaeda leadership
and remove the Taliban from power (Long War Journal). Concurrently, the US-backed
Board of Peace announced a $2.45 billion plan to rebuild Gaza over six months, though
implementation remains hindered by disagreements over Hamas’s disarmament and the
conditions of an Israeli withdrawal. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu addressed
the United Nations General Assembly, emphasizing these ongoing challenges (Long War
Journal).

Global Macro & Geopolitics

Yemen’s internationally recognized government, supported by Saudi Arabia, has launched
a new military offensive aimed at reclaiming territory held by the Iran-backed Houthi
rebels. This escalation intensifies tensions in the Gulf region, with significant implications
for regional security and the balance of power. Bloomberg’s Tyler Kendall provided
detailed analysis on these developments during a recent segment of “Bloomberg
Surveillance” (Bloomberg).
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AI Dominion, Deception & the Antichrist System

The value of biometric credentials for verification is helping drive digital ID, and this
week’s top stories on Biometric Update show governments and industry taking concrete
steps to make digital identities useful. Travel has become one of the clearest sectors
where technical interoperability and regulatory consistency have to come together, but
ICAO and industry groups are still pushing for greater alignment. By his own admission,
David Robinson is “something of a cliché”: an employee at a leading artificial intelligence
company who issues a dire warning while resigning (biometricupdate.com; TechCrunch).

U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) has taken another step toward closing one of
the government’s biggest remaining gaps in its biometric entry-exit system by testing
facial recognition systems that can capture pedestrians as they walk out of the U.S (
biometricupdate.com).

Pestilence & Global Health

Researchers have identified that five seemingly unrelated conditions—including long
Covid, myalgic encephalomyelitis/chronic fatigue syndrome, and post-traumatic stress
disorder—may disrupt overlapping biological networks related to immunity, metabolism,
and cellular energy. This discovery could explain shared symptoms among these illnesses
and potentially lead to new blood tests for diagnosis (ScienceDaily).

In China, scientists have discovered a novel tick-borne virus causing flu-like symptoms,
including fever, fatigue, digestive issues, and low platelet counts. While most patients
infected solely with this virus recovered, coinfections with another dangerous tick-borne
virus worsened illness, underscoring the need for enhanced surveillance and diagnostic
capabilities (ScienceDaily).

Natural Disasters & Signs in the Heavens

The United States Geological Survey recorded a magnitude 1.4 earthquake near Idyllwild,
California, and a magnitude 4.6 earthquake near Luganville, Vanuatu. Additionally, a
magnitude 4.2 earthquake occurred near Wauna, Washington. In the Mariana Islands
region, a magnitude 5.0 earthquake at a depth of 10 kilometers was registered on October
5; no casualties or damage within 100 kilometers were reported (USGS; USGS; USGS;
GDACS).
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Middle Eastern Artifacts

A recent study using data from the eruption of Mount Vesuvius in AD 79 promises to help
scholars date other ancient volcanic eruptions more precisely, improving our
understanding of historical timelines. Meanwhile, the Kelsey Museum of Archaeology at
the University of Michigan has opened new exhibits that contribute to the study and
preservation of Middle Eastern artifacts (BiblePlaces).
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