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A concise summary of significant developments in Israel and the world through a grounded
Christian worldview.

Israel & Jerusalem

The recent military drill revealed minor tactical gaps that the Israel Defense Forces are
actively addressing, according to Lt. Col. Aleph, speaking to JNS. On Saturday, a reported
strike on a fuel depot at Riyadh airport caused operational delays, as Saudi Arabia
announced it had intercepted a ballistic missile targeting the capital (JNS; BBC News; Al
Jazeera).

The Israel Defense Forces launched a pursuit operation against the attacker and
established roadblocks in the surrounding area. BBC Verify has located the site of a Houthi
video claiming the downing of an F-15 fighter jet, showing the wreckage as evidence (Al
Jazeera; JNS; BBC News).

Wars & Security (Israel and Region)

The recent agreement involving the Yazidi armed group Sinjar Resistance Units (YBS) to
disarm and integrate into Iraqi security forces marks a significant shift in regional security
dynamics (Long War Journal; FDD). David Daoud, a senior fellow at the Foundation for
Defense of Democracies focusing on Lebanon and Hezbollah, discussed with Lina Khatib of
Chatham House the enduring challenges in southern Lebanon, including why the 2006 war
failed to establish full Lebanese Armed Forces control over the border region. Israeli forces
have advanced from the outskirts of Ali al Taher Ridge into Hezbollah’s underground
tunnels, while Hezbollah has repeatedly adjusted its narrative of success—from denying
Israeli entry to framing the loss as an attritional victory (Long War Journal; FDD).

Syria’s military is undergoing rapid reconstruction post-Assad, yet its organizational
structure and reliance on foreign powers may constrain Damascus’s ability to align with
U.S. security objectives. Cooperation with Turkey and Russia carries potential conditions
that could undermine Syria’s role as a future security partner (Long War Journal).
Meanwhile, Israel assesses that the Lebanese Armed Forces coordinate with Hezbollah in
pilot zones aimed at disarming non-state actors. This coordination, backed by years of
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evidence, has led to negotiated access, handovers, and seizures since 2024. Baghdad is
simultaneously under pressure regarding militia activities and ongoing Iranian strikes
targeting Kurdish opposition groups based in Iraq (Long War Journal; Long War Journal).

Two major reports released this month on the conflict with Iran suggest that the Islamic
Republic has largely evaded U.S. containment efforts, complicating American strategic
objectives. These analyses challenge prevailing narratives about the war’s trajectory and
underscore the complexity of regional dynamics (FDD). Additionally, Chatham House has
welcomed its 2026-2027 cohort to the Molchanov Sustainability Internship Programme,
emphasizing the importance of informed policy engagement in the Middle East (Chatham
House).

Global Macro & Geopolitics

Moscow’s mayor reported that 450 drones were intercepted during an overnight attack
that resulted in two fatalities. The United States has issued warnings about the risk of
rapid escalation in hostilities between Saudi Arabia and Iran-backed Houthi forces
following a missile strike on Riyadh—the first since the Yemen conflict reignited. The
Houthis’ recent swift offensive has captured significant Yemeni territory, intensifying
regional instability (BBC News; France24).

Australia’s Treasurer Jim Chalmers has warned that the nation faces significant economic
risks from demographic shifts, including an aging population and slower growth. These
trends are expected to place increasing pressure on government finances and social
services (Bloomberg).

Discussions on global energy and shipping security continue, with Bloomberg reporting on
upcoming talks between U.S. officials and China regarding oil shipments through the Strait
of Hormuz, a critical chokepoint for global fuel supplies (Bloomberg; AP News).

AI Dominion, Deception & the Antichrist System

Biometrics providers and digital wallet developers are responding urgently to policy and
compliance deadlines that are driving the digital ID market. In something of a microcosm
of the global situation, European Union Digital Identity Wallets are at various stages of
readiness, even as potential killer use cases from imposing age restrictions on social
media accounts to the long-awaited “pints at the pub with digital ID” in the UK come
online. Indonesia’s Ministry of Home Affairs has launched an Early Market Engagement
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process to guide the procurement of a next-generation Automated Biometric Identification
System. The Directorate General of Population and Civil Registration (Ditjen Dukcapil)
manages the initiative, with support from the World Bank under the $250 million ID for
Inclusive Service Delivery and Digital Transformation in Indonesia project. Nepalese
authorities have adopted an artificial intelligence-powered facial recognition system to
complement DNA analysis efforts aimed at accelerating the identification of dead persons
found after devastating floods hit parts of the country last month. U.S (
biometricupdate.com).

Pestilence & Global Health

The expanding outbreak of Bundibugyo virus highlights how lesser-known relatives of
Ebola can pose significant threats when diagnostic and treatment capacities are limited.
Experts caution that focusing preparedness solely on familiar pathogens risks leaving the
global community vulnerable to rare but deadly viruses that may suddenly reemerge.
Ancient DNA analysis shows that plague was already killing Siberian hunter-gatherers
5,500 years ago, before urban centers and flea-borne epidemics. These prehistoric strains
may have been particularly virulent due to a genetic factor that triggered severe immune
responses (ScienceDaily; ScienceDaily).

Natural Disasters & Signs in the Heavens

The United States Geological Survey recorded a magnitude 1.6 earthquake near Cantwell,
Alaska, and a magnitude 6.4 earthquake near Kainantu, Papua New Guinea (USGS; USGS).

Additionally, USGS reported a magnitude 6.5 earthquake near Nikolski, Alaska. A
magnitude 4.5 earthquake occurred in Japan at a depth of 46.6 kilometers, affecting
approximately 2,000 people within a 100-kilometer radius (USGS; GDACS).

Middle Eastern Artifacts

Surveys conducted by the Survey of Israel and research by Donald T. Ariel, both published
on October 31, 2002, continue to provide valuable insights into the region’s archaeological
heritage (Israel Antiquities Authority; Israel Antiquities Authority).

A final report on the Italian excavations at the Church of the Holy Sepulcher outlines a
clear historical sequence from its origins as a stone quarry, through phases as farmland
and a cemetery, culminating in its establishment as a church. The full report requires
subscription. Liora Kolska Horwitz documented additional archaeological findings,

SPEARNET
Living as Bereans

Page 3
© 2025 SpearNet | www.spearnet.org | All Rights Reserved

https://www.biometricupdate.com/202609/digital-identity-wallet-deadlines-collide-with-expanding-use-cases
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/09/260919031042.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/09/260913082203.htm
https://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/eventpage/aka2026sqwrcl
https://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/eventpage/us7000tiqc
https://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/eventpage/us7000ti1p
https://www.gdacs.org/report.aspx?eventtype=EQ&eventid=1567124
https://publications.iaa.org.il/atiqot/vol41/iss2/38
https://publications.iaa.org.il/atiqot/vol41/iss2/37


published on October 31, 2002 (BiblePlaces; Israel Antiquities Authority).
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