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A concise summary of significant developments in Israel and the world through a grounded
Christian worldview.

Israel & Jerusalem

Jeannette Sánchez-Palacios emphasized the firm stance against hate and hateful acts,
stating the importance of clearly defining antisemitism to effectively counter it (JNS).
Meanwhile, BBC Verify traced the location of a Houthi video that shows the wreckage of an
F-15 fighter jet, which the Houthis claim to have shot down (BBC News).

Wars & Security (Israel and Region)

Recent agreements signal shifts in regional security dynamics. David Daoud, a senior
fellow at the Foundation for Defense of Democracies, discussed Lina Khatib’s July visit to
southern Lebanon with her at Chatham House, highlighting why the 2006 war failed to
establish the Lebanese Armed Forces’ control over the border. Israeli forces advanced
from the outskirts of Ali al Taher Ridge into Hezbollah’s underground network, with
Hezbollah repeatedly revising its narrative of success—from denying Israeli entry to
framing the loss as an attritional victory (Long War Journal; Long War Journal; Long War
Journal).

Syria’s military is rebuilding rapidly, but its organizational structure and reliance on foreign
powers may constrain Damascus’s ability to align with U.S. security objectives.
Cooperation from Turkey and Russia carries conditions that could limit Syria’s potential as
a strategic partner. The Sinjar Resistance Units, a Yazidi armed group in northern Iraq,
agreed to disarm and integrate into Iraqi security forces, according to the Iraqi Prime
Minister’s Office on September 11. Following the demolition of Hezbollah’s underground
complex at Ali al Taher, the Israel Defense Forces revealed new details about their three-
month operation on September 16 (Long War Journal; FDD; FDD).

Two major reports on the conflict with Iran this month suggest that the Islamic Republic
has largely evaded U.S. containment efforts, frustrating American strategies. Meanwhile,
Chatham House welcomed the 2026-2027 cohort to its Molchanov Sustainability Internship
Programme, which offers a six-month placement for emerging experts (FDD; Chatham
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House).

Israel assesses that the Lebanese Armed Forces are coordinating with Hezbollah in pilot
zones designed to disarm non-state actors. This assessment is supported by years of
evidence showing that such coordination has led to negotiated access, handovers, and
seizures. This development occurs amid mounting pressure on Baghdad over militia
activities and ongoing Iranian strikes targeting Kurdish opposition groups based in Iraq (
Long War Journal; Long War Journal).

Global Macro & Geopolitics

An attack on Saudi Arabia’s East-West pipeline has disrupted a vital transit route
circumventing the Strait of Hormuz, threatening crude oil deliveries to Europe and
intensifying pressure on already strained diesel markets. On Bloomberg This Weekend,
Chris Kennedy, Bloomberg Economics Statecraft Lead, analyzed the complex oil market
dynamics and the uncertain outlook. Meanwhile, European Central Bank Governing Council
member Yannis Stournaras cautioned that while inflation risks remain elevated, the ECB
should avoid hasty policy actions (Bloomberg; Bloomberg).

AI Dominion, Deception & the Antichrist System

Though Europe has measures that address how consumers might encounter artificial
intelligence, technology will impact them if the worst scenarios bear Europe’s dilemma
over artificial intelligence was rendered in stark terms this week. The head of the
continent’s central bank, Christine Lagarde, said Europeans have two options: shun the
technology and lose out on growth; or embrace it and become dependent on tools
developed by the US and China. (The Guardian).

A release says Westpac NZ business customers will soon be able to store bank-issued
digital credentials in the Govt.nz app wallet (alongside the NEC-backed biometric age
credential) and share them with third parties. According to Westpac NZ Chief Data, Digital
and Artificial Intelligence Officer Russell Jones, “this means businesses don’t need to
download a bank statement, redact information by hand or send documents using less
secure methods (biometricupdate.com).

Indonesia’s Ministry of Home Affairs has launched an Early Market Engagement process to
guide the procurement of a next-generation Automated Biometric Identification System.
The Directorate General of Population and Civil Registration (Ditjen Dukcapil) manages the

SPEARNET
Living as Bereans

Page 2
© 2025 SpearNet | www.spearnet.org | All Rights Reserved

https://www.chathamhouse.org/2026/09/chatham-house-welcomes-2026-interns
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/09/laf-hezbollah-coordination-and-the-limits-of-lebanons-disarmament-effort.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/09/iraq-continues-investigating-attack-on-saudi-arabia-from-iraqi-territory.php
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2026-09-19/jpmorgan-sees-no-clear-endgame-for-oil-markets-video
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-09-19/ecb-must-be-vigilant-but-not-rush-action-stournaras-says
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2026/sep/18/europe-ai-safety-debate
https://www.biometricupdate.com/202609/westpac-becomes-first-nz-bank-accredited-to-issue-digital-credentials


initiative, with support from the World Bank under the $250 million ID for Inclusive Service
Delivery and Digital Transformation in Indonesia project. Nepalese authorities have
adopted an artificial intelligence-powered facial recognition system to complement DNA
analysis efforts aimed at accelerating the identification of dead persons found after
devastating floods hit parts of the country last month. U.S. The question of how to govern
artificial intelligence agents has been top of mind for identity providers lately, prompting a
wave of solutions. Now, i Proov has entered the mix by publishing a new “experimental
procedural specification for managing artificial intelligence Agents” (biometricupdate.com
).

Pestilence & Global Health

Ancient DNA analysis reveals that plague affected hunter-gatherer populations in Siberia
5,500 years ago, predating urban centers and flea-driven epidemics. These prehistoric
strains may have been particularly virulent due to a genetic factor that triggered severe
immune responses (ScienceDaily).

Natural Disasters & Signs in the Heavens

The United States Geological Survey recorded a magnitude 1.0 earthquake near The
Geysers in California and a magnitude 4.8 earthquake near Mongar, Bhutan (USGS; USGS).

Additionally, USGS reported a magnitude 6.5 earthquake near Nikolski, Alaska. Indonesia
has issued a green forest fire notification, indicating ongoing wildfire activity (USGS;
GDACS).

Middle Eastern Artifacts

Published by the Survey of Israel and Donald T. Ariel on October 31, 2002, recent studies
have highlighted archaeological findings in the region (Israel Antiquities Authority; Israel
Antiquities Authority).

Excavations at the agora in Smyrna uncovered three rooms adorned with wall paintings
and mosaics. For nearly 180 years, archaeological research at Nimrud in northern Iraq has
concentrated on palaces and temples. Liora Kolska Horwitz detailed these insights in a
publication dated October 31, 2002 (BiblePlaces; Israel Antiquities Authority).
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