4 SPEARNET
[ rYy]

g'l l Living as Bereans

Global Watch Daily - September 1, 2026
Global Watch Daily - September 1, 2026

A concise summary of significant developments in Israel and the world through a grounded
Christian worldview.

Israel & Jerusalem

Local Palestinian sources reported that a Gazan militia supported by Israel captured an
individual amid hostile fire. Retrospective analysis of the notorious United Nations
conference on racism highlights its enduring impact on contemporary antisemitism and
anti-Zionist sentiment. Unconfirmed local accounts indicate that following the discovery of
a raid by an Israel-backed militia, the Israeli military conducted air and artillery strikes in
Gaza (JNS; INS; BBC News).

Al Jazeera reports that a post-Islamic Republic Iran could maintain significant power while
adopting markedly different policies. This perspective is further explored in an analysis of
Tehran, Jerusalem, and the evolving Middle East dynamics (Al Jazeera; JNS).

Wars & Security (Israel and Region)

China, Russia, Iran, and North Korea have intensified their cooperation to an
unprecedented degree, bolstering Russian military efforts in Ukraine and enhancing the
lethality and resilience of Iran’s regime, according to Bradley Bowman, senior director at
the Foundation for Defense of Democracies’ Center on Military and Political Power.
Meanwhile, Iraq’s initiative to disarm Iranian-backed militias faces increasing political
opposition, as some factions seek to postpone or avoid the September deadline. The
United States continues to pressure Baghdad to consolidate all weapons under state
authority. Additionally, the Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces have announced their
dissolution, marking a significant shift in regional power dynamics (Long War Journal; Long
War Journal; Long War Journal).

The United States has rescinded Syria’s designation as a state sponsor of terrorism, a
move coinciding with efforts to advance security dialogues between Syria and Israel. The
Pentagon’s ongoing review of U.S. military posture in Europe has prompted NATO allies to
question the future extent of American forces on the continent. Concurrently, CIA Director
John Ratcliffe has undertaken diplomatic engagements. Germany is increasing its defense
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https://www.jns.org/news/israel-news/katz-top-hamas-terrorist-captured-in-gaza
https://www.jns.org/jns-tv/durban-at-25-seeds-of-hate-a-u-n-racism-conference-anti-zionism-and-antisemitism
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c1wxex4vg35o?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMiqwFBVV95cUxQOUxJMHNfX0Y2Z3BVNHhBdUMwbUo0ZEJEUkg2QTY1VXJZaF9GbGZGcFVtSlE1SUsyY200OGljUko3YzRjU01vaGpGakhnN3BSQ2dpY0ZZM2gtTXNLcnhILXRaQkktWEpucE83YlRZaTRDOVJKVHpmaUQzMVMxRlp2X1I3ZVI2NDBZUVR5X2I1akxWZzkzNkVOUjdIblhQT2phTzhKNzlqSDQwYU3SAbABQVVfeXFMTjhGMmNKVnZlcXloNHZCanMxNENsNEpZRm5yRU1JSnhaVEdtaWlqbllOTjdnVmpnZ3ROZURtMEZKLWJRSUJLMEZPMGlNRE8tMG5uZWZQVGUxUnB0UjRBX2dFNGdaMFlJaUVGVzM5Zm1ROVZaTkNqUmdSazNNNU5acWpIQVdJQzZwcm9uUlVPUEtFd1ZjdkRVMnkxWUM5eHJFeG9RRTRhamhQY2NWaFZfdm8?oc=5
https://www.jns.org/opinion/elkham-sataki/beyond-1979-tehran-jerusalem-and-the-battle-for-a-new-middle-east
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/08/what-is-the-axis-of-aggressors-doing-in-europe-and-the-middle-east.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/08/iranian-backed-iraqi-militias-may-seek-to-delay-disarmament.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/08/iranian-backed-iraqi-militias-may-seek-to-delay-disarmament.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/08/kurdish-led-syrian-democratic-forces-announce-its-dissolution.php
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commitments, a development Washington has welcomed. Meanwhile, escalating trade
tensions between the United States and Canada have resulted in reciprocal tariffs and
public disputes, with China benefiting from the disruption in North American trade
relations (Long War Journal; FDD; FDD).

The Trump administration’s focus on university accountability, including combating
discrimination and exposing foreign influence on campuses, has met resistance from
higher education lobbyists. In Afghanistan, the Taliban have secured notable victories with
the surrender of dissident commander Juma Khan Fateh and the death of senior National
Resistance Front leader Hasib Panjshiri, even as armed resistance attempts to gain
momentum (FDD; Long War Journal).

Jessica Bowie was arrested on August 19, accused of plotting to bomb the New York State
Capitol in support of the Islamic State. This case marks the fifth Islamic State-linked
terrorism incident in the United States this year. Venezuela’s recovery from the
devastating earthquakes of June 24 has become increasingly costly, with rising death tolls
and extensive infrastructure damage. Reconstruction efforts strain the fragile economy,
although Caracas’s oil sector has seen a surge in sales (Long War Journal; Long War

Journal).

Global Macro & Geopolitics

BBC correspondents in Delhi and Moscow examine the Indian Prime Minister’s public
appeal for peace with Russia, reflecting complex strategic calculations amid great-power
rivalry. Chinese exporters benefit from growing demand driven by artificial intelligence
applications, although decades of technological investment have not fully resolved supply
chain inefficiencies. In a Bloomberg Intelligence podcast, experts discuss why about 80%
of industry sectors still face supply chain challenges despite extensive modernization
efforts (BBC News; Bloomberg; Bloomberqg).

AP News also reports additional geopolitical developments (AP News).
Pestilence & Global Health

A year-long study found that omega-3 supplements combined with low-dose aspirin
matched the effectiveness of antibiotics in treating severe gum disease, with
approximately 58% of patients reaching treatment goals. This finding suggests potential
alternative therapies that could reduce reliance on antibiotics. A study involving over
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https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/08/us-rescinds-syrias-designation-as-a-state-sponsor-of-terrorism.php
https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2026/08/31/germany-is-stepping-up-on-defense-and-washington-should-celebrate/
https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2026/08/31/us-and-canada-brawl-over-hockey-sticks-so-china-skates-off-with-big-trade-wins/
https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2026/08/31/higher-eds-secret-foreign-funding/
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/08/taliban-force-surrender-of-dissident-commander-kill-senior-anti-taliban-resistance-leader.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/08/albany-woman-charged-with-plotting-to-attack-new-york-capitol-in-support-of-islamic-state.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/08/venezuela-continues-difficult-recovery-from-twin-earthquakes-as-oil-sales-surge.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/08/venezuela-continues-difficult-recovery-from-twin-earthquakes-as-oil-sales-surge.php
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cx2zy3wdqqeo?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/newsletters/2026-09-01/china-s-manufacturing-strength-and-ai
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/audio/2026-09-01/talking-transports-supply-chains-struggle-to-deliver-returns
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMimwFBVV95cUxOaXdTdmVIVWF1VGxlSHFKdm50WHloZWl0OV9mMTRDTml0UnFENmdvTG9WRm5PUG1ZaTh0cFBncU5JU0tSaGNuNEpDeDU1YUJMTTIzcG96VE1TWFV5Rk5MS1BmMVFlZFJYajlnbjBQci1ydDM4M2lTdmsxN0MxdWpzTE5zZnExZFRUdXg0LVpoWVR3OVhINUc1cl81NA?oc=5
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500,000 older adults revealed that recipients of the Shingrix shingles vaccine were 24%
less likely to develop dementia over four years, estimating one dementia case prevented
per 17 vaccinated individuals. In Australia, backyard bird feeders have become potential
hotspots for the spread of H5N1 avian influenza, as they bring together species that rarely
interact naturally. Experts advise ceasing feeding, or at minimum reducing food quantities,
avoiding hand-feeding, and maintaining rigorous cleaning to mitigate risks (ScienceDaily;
ScienceDaily; ScienceDaily).

Researchers have demonstrated that artificial intelligence can predict an individual’s
vaccine responsiveness by analyzing antibody patterns in over 4,000 subjects. Indicators
of “immune readiness” distinguished strong responders from weak ones, with some
unexpected findings regarding immune system behavior (ScienceDaily).

Natural Disasters & Signs in the Heavens

The United States Geological Survey recorded a magnitude 0.6 earthquake near Borrego
Springs, California, and a magnitude 4.9 earthquake near Pangai, Tonga (USGS; USGS).

Green forest fire alerts have been issued in the Russian Federation and Angola, indicating
ongoing wildfire activity in these regions (GDACS; GDACS).

Middle Eastern Artifacts

In February 2001, a salvage excavation was conducted at the Bet Ha-Gaddi site (Permit
No. A-3370/2001; map ref. 16334/59220) after infrastructure works damaged antiquities.
The excavation was carried out on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and funded by
the Jewish community. Another excavation (Permit No. A-3508/2001; map ref.
18584/58707) was also undertaken under similar auspices (Israel Antiquities Authority;
Israel Antiquities Authority).

In August 1999, a trial excavation took place at the El‘ad site (Permit No. A-3107/1999;
map ref. 195077-90/662121-32). Directed by Z., this excavation was conducted on behalf
of the Israel Antiquities Authority in preparation for planned construction. Another
excavation (Permit No. A-6072; map ref. 225875-6219/767198-477) was similarly
undertaken (Israel Antiquities Authority; Israel Antiquities Authority).
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https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/08/260829035216.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/08/260823015013.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/08/260824065519.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/08/260820202842.htm
https://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/eventpage/ci41540128
https://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/eventpage/us7000tdbc
https://www.gdacs.org/report.aspx?eventtype=WF&eventid=1031430
https://www.gdacs.org/report.aspx?eventtype=WF&eventid=1031337
https://publications.iaa.org.il/favissa/350
https://publications.iaa.org.il/favissa/349
https://publications.iaa.org.il/favissa/348
https://publications.iaa.org.il/favissa/347

