
Letting Scripture Interpret Itself

In pursuing understanding of Scripture, the imperative to compare Scripture with Scripture
emerges as a guiding principle, rooted in the faithful practice of biblical interpretation.
Nehemiah 8:8 exemplifies this: the Levites expounded the law to ensure clarity and
understanding among the people, while Acts 17:11 commends the Bereans for their
diligence in examining the Scriptures daily to discern truth. This approach guards against
misinterpretation and fosters a holistic grasp of divine revelation, as Scripture interprets
itself through the unity of its message. Each passage, like a precious stone, reflects the
light of God’s truth, revealing deeper insights when placed alongside others. Thus,
engaging with the entirety of Scripture cultivates a richer understanding of its themes,
doctrines, and the character of God, leading the believer into a more profound relationship
with Him. Careful comparison of texts is not merely an academic exercise but a vital
means of nurturing faith and obedience in the believer’s life.

Careful comparison of Scripture with Scripture is a vital practice for sound doctrine,
enriching worship and deepening discipleship. As the Apostle Paul reminds us in Romans
15:4, the Scriptures were written for our learning, that through patience and comfort of
the Scriptures, we might have hope. Engaging with the full biblical narrative allows
believers to discern the harmonious truths woven throughout, fostering a robust
understanding of God’s redemptive plan. Furthermore, 2 Timothy 3:16-17 underscores the
divine inspiration of all Scripture, equipping the faithful for every good work. In this light,
diligent study and cross-referencing enable believers to avoid doctrinal error, grounding
their faith in the rich tapestry of God’s Word. Such an approach not only fortifies personal
belief but also cultivates a community of faith that is anchored in truth, reflecting the
fullness of God’s revelation in Christ. Thus, comparing Scriptures becomes essential for a
vibrant and faithful Christian life.
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