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A concise summary of significant developments in Israel and the world through a grounded
Christian worldview.

Israel & Jerusalem

The Anti-Defamation League emphasized the importance of teaching about the Holocaust
within the broader context of Jewish experiences with antisemitism, stating that it is
impactful on its own and does not require persuasion by appealing to personal relevance.
The United Kingdom’s foreign secretary condemned a recent decision as “an unacceptable
and destructive act,” while Australia’s foreign minister summoned the Israeli ambassador
to express displeasure over the “insulting” Zomi Frankcom ruling (JNS; BBC News; BBC
News).

The Israeli Supreme Court recently suspended budget allocations approved by the Knesset
Finance Committee, leaving the Religious Services Ministry without legally authorized
funding to operate the Tomb of the Patriarchs. Meanwhile, the U.S. ambassador to Israel
criticized Hamas for failing to surrender any weapons as required by the Board of Peace’s
Gaza disarmament plan. A five-year-old Palestinian girl initially survived an attack and
pleaded for help, but her body was later recovered alongside those of six relatives (JNS;
JNS; BBC News).

BBC Verify analyzed footage from two deadly strikes in Gaza occurring within a 24-hour
period, providing detailed visual evidence of the attacks (BBC News).

Wars & Security (Israel and Region)

Israeli airstrikes targeted Syria’s Abu al Duhur military airbase overnight between August
17 and 18, underscoring escalating tensions between Israel and Turkey amid Ankara’s
expanding involvement in Syria. Syria condemned the strikes, while the United States
continued diplomatic efforts to de-escalate the situation. Concurrently, Russia is reportedly
supplying Iran with explosives, drone components, and other military equipment, enabling
Tehran to replenish its arsenals in preparation for future conflicts with the United States
and Israel. Following Israel’s rejection of the Board of Peace’s initial disarmament plan,
U.S. Special Envoy Jared Kushner and Board of Peace officials engaged in talks with Hamas
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and Israel, leading Washington to adjust its position to prioritize Hamas’s disarmament.
Meanwhile, Hamas and other Palestinian terrorist groups remain active (Long War Journal;
Long War Journal; Long War Journal).

Iran’s drone attack on August 17 targeted the office of Kurdistan Regional Government
Prime Minister Masrour Barzani, drawing widespread international condemnation. This
strike occurred amid growing pressure on Baghdad to assert control over Iranian-backed
militias and their weapons. For the first time since March, Israeli jets conducted deep
strikes inside Syria on August 18, focusing on the Abu Duhur airbase in Idlib governorate,
approximately 70 kilometers south of the Turkish border. These actions signal Israel’s
efforts to draw a firm line against Turkey’s military activities in Syria (Long War Journal;
FDD; FDD).

A wargame conducted fifteen years ago simulated a simultaneous conflict with Russia and
China, revealing significant challenges for the U.S. military that remain relevant today,
especially in light of the ongoing conflict with Iran. The Chatham House 2026 Prize was
awarded to the women of Afghanistan, recognizing their significant contributions to
improving international relations (FDD; Chatham House).

Generation Jihad analysts Bill Roggio and Edmund Fitton-Brown, a former United Nations
Monitoring Team coordinator, examined the latest United Nations 1267 report detailing the
global status of the Islamic State, Al Qaeda, and affiliated groups. The Israel Defense
Forces reported that a Hezbollah explosive drone seriously wounded three Israeli soldiers
on August 15 at Ali al Taher Ridge. Israel retaliated with strikes that killed senior
commanders of the Radwan and Badr factions. Hezbollah has not claimed responsibility,
while Lebanese sources allege Israeli involvement in other incidents (Long War Journal;
Long War Journal).

Global Macro & Geopolitics

Jewel Howard-Taylor was arrested at Liberia’s international airport and has not publicly
addressed the allegations against her. Anxiety surrounding artificial intelligence
permeates various sectors, from workers concerned about job security to investors
warning of a potential financial bubble. AI has also become a significant topic within
Federal Reserve policy discussions. Stuart Simpson, CEO of Think Surgical, described
efforts to miniaturize surgical robots to make them more economical and seamlessly
integrated into operating room environments during a Bloomberg Intelligence interview (
BBC News; Bloomberg; Bloomberg).
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Reuters provided additional coverage on global economic and geopolitical developments (
Reuters).

Pestilence & Global Health

Research indicates that COVID-19 can reactivate dormant viruses within the body,
including Epstein-Barr virus, cytomegalovirus, and several herpes viruses. A previously
poorly understood viral family has been strongly linked to long COVID and persistent
disability, offering important insights into why some patients experience prolonged
symptoms. Additionally, scientists have discovered a promising method to potentially
eliminate HIV shortly after infection using a one-time combination of three therapies. In
newborn nonhuman primates treated within three days of exposure, this
regimen—comprising standard antiretroviral drugs, broadly neutralizing antibodies, and
other agents—showed significant efficacy (ScienceDaily; ScienceDaily).

Natural Disasters & Signs in the Heavens

The United States Geological Survey recorded a magnitude 1.4 earthquake near Anza,
California, and a magnitude 5.2 earthquake near Dunhuang, China (USGS; USGS).

A magnitude 7.7 earthquake struck near Ende, Indonesia, as recorded by USGS.
Additionally, a green forest fire alert was issued in the Democratic Republic of Congo (
USGS; GDACS).

Middle Eastern Artifacts

In February 1998, a test excavation took place in the village of Kisra (Permit No. A-
2818/1998, map reference 2280–90/7620–30) prior to the installation of a sewage line.
Earlier, in June 1997, a salvage excavation was conducted in Lot 69, Neighborhood 9, at
Caesarea (Permit No. A-2679/1997; map reference 18940–9160/70780–1115) ahead of
construction work. Archaeologists uncovered a rock-cut burial cave within the kurkar
formation (Israel Antiquities Authority; Israel Antiquities Authority).

Jerusalem Seminary announced the completion of its merger with the University of the
Holy Land, which will continue under the Jerusalem Seminary name. Archaeologists
recently uncovered a complete bath complex in Port Said that was used for centuries.
Plans are underway to restore the ceremonial gateway to the ancient city of Parseh
(Persepolis). Additionally, discussions on the concept of zero continue to emerge in
archaeological and historical contexts (BiblePlaces; BiblePlaces).
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