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A concise summary of significant developments in Israel and the world through a grounded
Christian worldview.

Israel & Jerusalem

Antisemitism persists as a constant threat, evident in recent tensions where the mayor of
Qusra reported that Israeli troops instructed families to vacate their homes, using some
residences as military barracks. Israeli security forces have since withdrawn, leaving about
a dozen settlers besieged at the site since Sunday (JNS; BBC News; BBC News).

Israel’s evacuation of the community in 2005 as part of the disengagement from Gaza and
northern Samaria remains a significant historical event. Meanwhile, Iran’s proxy forces
claimed to have struck a ship carrying Saudi military equipment in the Red Sea,
intensifying regional tensions amid ongoing US-Iran hostilities (JNS; BBC News).

Wars & Security (Israel and Region)

China, Russia, Iran, and North Korea have moved beyond rhetorical alignment to active
coordination aimed at undermining American military, economic, and cyber dominance.
This strategic axis poses a multifaceted challenge to US influence globally, as detailed in a
discussion between Generation Jihad’s Bill Roggio and Bradley Bowman, senior director of
the Foundation for Defense of Democracies’ Center on Military and Political Affairs (Long
War Journal).

The Houthis intensified their campaign with drone and missile strikes targeting Yemeni
forces and civilian infrastructure across three governorates on August 6. These attacks
have escalated the civil conflict while concurrently threatening Saudi Arabia and maritime
traffic in the Red Sea, reflecting Iran-backed proxy aggression (Long War Journal).

General Esmail Qaani, commander of Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps-Qods Force,
visited Iraq amid Baghdad’s legislative efforts to centralize control over all weapons. This
visit coincides with ongoing Iranian drone and missile attacks targeting Kurdish opposition
groups within Iraq, underscoring Tehran’s continued regional influence and proxy
engagement (Long War Journal).
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https://www.jns.org/opinion/rabbi-avi-shafran/inspired-by-antisemitism
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cj4kppdk2qwo?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cn0npjkqrleo?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://www.jns.org/news/israel-news/today-is-really-the-beginning-families-return-to-ganim-after-21-years
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/ckg9wpmzmlno?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/08/generation-jihad-china-russia-iran-north-korea-inside-the-axis-of-aggressors.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/08/generation-jihad-china-russia-iran-north-korea-inside-the-axis-of-aggressors.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/08/fighting-in-yemen-escalates-raising-concern-of-a-return-to-civil-war.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/08/irgc-qods-force-commander-qaani-travels-to-iraq-amid-pressure-over-militia-weapons.php


Jamal Kiyemba, a Ugandan national formerly detained at Guantanamo Bay for alleged
attempts to join Al Qaeda, has resurfaced in conflict zones linked to the Islamic State’s
Central Africa Province. His trajectory from detention to reengagement in militant activity
highlights ongoing challenges in counterterrorism efforts (Long War Journal).

The United States is losing strategic leverage in Somalia as frustration with the
government in Mogadishu threatens the critical support of the African Union, potentially
strengthening Al Shabaab’s influence. In Mali, renewed US airstrikes against the jihadist
group JNIM raise concerns about the efficacy of air power absent a comprehensive ground
strategy or political reforms (FDD; Long War Journal).

North Korea is reportedly supplying up to 120 additional ballistic missiles to Ukraine, as
Kyiv seeks means to neutralize Russian missile launchers. Meanwhile, Sudanese
government forces recaptured the Al Sadarat highway, marking a significant victory
against the Rapid Support Forces in the ongoing civil war. However, the RSF’s increasing
reliance on tribal mobilization and foreign-backed drone warfare indicates a shift in conflict
dynamics (Long War Journal; Long War Journal).

Global Macro & Geopolitics

Europe endures its fifth heatwave of the summer, with temperatures reaching 40 degrees
Celsius in parts of France. This extreme heat also affects global ocean temperatures,
which recently hit a record average of 21 degrees Celsius. In the United States, equity
markets approach all-time highs, buoyed by strong corporate earnings and easing
inflation. The president is actively campaigning to reassure midterm voters amid these
economic conditions (France24; Bloomberg; Bloomberg).

According to Bloomberg, the United States is preparing an economic isolation plan
targeting Iran, while also exploring revenue models for OpenAI, reflecting ongoing
strategic economic and technological competition (Bloomberg).

Pestilence & Global Health

Research indicates that low levels of the amino acid arginine may enable cancer cells and
viruses to evade immune detection by reducing the production of a critical cellular
warning protein. In mouse models, diets enriched with arginine resulted in fewer colon
tumors and milder viral infections, suggesting that arginine supplementation could offer a
promising therapeutic approach (ScienceDaily).

SPEARNET
Living as Bereans

Page 2
© 2025 SpearNet | www.spearnet.org | All Rights Reserved

https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/08/from-guantanamo-bay-to-iscap-the-case-of-jamal-kiyemba.php
https://www.fdd.org/in_the_news/2026/08/13/a-quiet-escape/
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/08/generation-jihad-losing-ground-somalia-and-malis-jihad-problem.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/08/analysis-north-korean-missile-deployment-raises-urgency-of-ukraines-starlink-plea.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/08/sudanese-armed-forces-gains-in-civil-war-force-strategic-adjustment-from-paramilitia-rival.php
https://www.france24.com/en/europe-swelters-under-fifth-heatwave-of-summer
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-08-14/us-stock-futures-up-as-strong-earnings-benign-data-drive-gains
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/newsletters/2026-08-14/trump-says-it-s-an-a-economy-will-voters-agree
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/audio/2026-08-14/us-readies-economic-isolation-plan-for-iran-openai-revenue
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/08/260802223417.htm


Natural Disasters & Signs in the Heavens

The United States Geological Survey recorded a magnitude 0.8 earthquake near The
Geysers in California and a magnitude 4.8 earthquake near Katsuura, Japan. Additionally, a
magnitude 3.8 earthquake occurred near San Leandro, California. A 4.8 magnitude quake
off the east coast of Honshu, Japan, at a depth of 10 kilometers, was reported with no
populations affected within 100 kilometers (USGS; USGS; USGS; GDACS).

Middle Eastern Artifacts

The glass assemblage excavated from Oboda in the Negev Highlands spans approximately
four centuries of production in the Eastern Mediterranean, ranging from the Early Roman
to early Byzantine periods. The collection includes forms characteristic of Palestine. Faunal
remains from Roman and Early Byzantine contexts (late third to early fifth century CE)
suggest that the local economy during these periods relied on diverse resources (Israel
Antiquities Authority; Israel Antiquities Authority).

Archaeologists uncovered a Ramesside-era tomb belonging to “Paser” on Luxor’s west
bank. An Egyptian archaeological mission also discovered three New Kingdom rock-cut
tombs at the Bubasteion Necropolis in Saqqara. In Jerusalem, over one thousand female
figurines have been found, with the recent discovery of a mold at the Kishle excavation
site south of the Tower of David marking the first such find in the city (BiblePlaces;
BiblePlaces).
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https://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/eventpage/nc75418187
https://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/eventpage/us6000tkmy
https://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/eventpage/nc75417557
https://www.gdacs.org/report.aspx?eventtype=EQ&eventid=1557978
https://publications.iaa.org.il/atiqot/vol121/iss1/13
https://publications.iaa.org.il/atiqot/vol121/iss1/13
https://publications.iaa.org.il/atiqot/vol121/iss1/14
https://www.bibleplaces.com/blog/2026/08/weekend-roundup-part-2-313/
https://www.bibleplaces.com/blog/2026/08/weekend-roundup-part-1-308/

