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A concise summary of significant developments in Israel and the world through a grounded
Christian worldview.

Israel & Jerusalem

Israeli President Isaac Herzog expressed optimism about the Board of Peace’s efforts,
highlighting positive elements in its approach. The series “Judeacation,” hosted by JNS
Middle East correspondent Josh Hasten, explores life in Judea and Samaria, presenting the
region as the historical and spiritual cradle of the Jewish people, countering common
misconceptions about the area often referred to internationally as the “West Bank.” The
series underscores the intersection of history, faith, and modern Israeli life there. Yonatan
Netanyahu was the sole Israeli soldier killed while leading a mission to free over 100
hostages during recent conflicts (JNS; JNS; BBC News).

Israeli National Security Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir sharply criticized the Israeli judicial
system, accusing it of siding with terrorists. This statement reflects ongoing tensions
within Israel regarding judicial decisions and security policies. Meanwhile, Israel conducted
airstrikes targeting military operatives in Gaza City, Khan Younis, and Deir el-Balah, aiming
to weaken Hamas capabilities. These strikes were reported by Al Jazeera and confirmed by
other sources (Al Jazeera; BBC News; Al Jazeera).

Wars & Security (Israel and Region)

US President Donald Trump unveiled a 15-point Board of Peace roadmap that outlines the
transfer of governance and security responsibilities in Gaza. The plan conditions phased
Israeli withdrawal on verified Hamas disarmament, though the sequencing of these steps
remains a point of contention. In Afghanistan, three anti-Taliban resistance groups
launched separate offensives across Badakhshan province over two weeks, briefly
capturing a district center and attacking Taliban positions in multiple districts without
evidence of direct coordination. Israel accused Hezbollah of deploying an explosive-laden
drone against its positions on the Ali Al Taher Ridge on July 29, violating the ceasefire that
has been in effect since June 19. Hezbollah has neither confirmed nor denied the attack (
Long War Journal; Long War Journal; Long War Journal).
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https://www.jns.org/news/israel-news/herzog-hamas-must-disarm-before-next-phase-of-trumps-gaza-plan
https://www.jns.org/jns-tv/judeacation/how-the-palestinian-authority-just-exposed-its-true-agenda
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c9v471x89m3o?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://news.google.?oc=5
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/czjlvvkzj20o?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMipgFBVV95cUxOZ19adVVFZ2hWV2R1X3djN25IMGczbkFPbXRweTlqamRJYmRPaWpIazlFYUIwNE1zZmZBVXFDbXBjRkZnWnk1d2Rhb3RwSC1XUFBudWNJdnZTdG1MY3ZOV21sdHhVQno5ZllJQ3dnR19UZ20zNTJVeFJPb2JYRms2RkxqOGVqcnVzcUpIemlUNllMT25BakRSNGJ0Z1M2SVh4Vmg3YXpn?oc=5
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/07/board-of-peace-announces-hamas-disarmament-agreement-idf-reports-32-gaza-ceasefire-violations-july-10-31.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/07/anti-taliban-resistance-groups-increase-attacks-in-northeast-afghanistan-district-center-briefly-falls.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/07/israel-says-hezbollah-launched-drone-attack-on-strategic-ridge-amid-ceasefire.php


Former Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Bennett pledged to designate Qatar as an “enemy
state” if reelected, citing Qatar’s alleged financial support for Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps. Meanwhile, President Trump expressed optimism about Gaza’s future
following the establishment of the Board of Peace, which was created to oversee the
coastal enclave’s postwar reconstruction. However, the Board’s proposal has encountered
significant obstacles amid ongoing challenges in Gaza’s reconstruction efforts (Long War
Journal; FDD).

Egypt, which had previously observed Iran’s regional campaign from a distance, now faces
direct impact. On July 29, a drone strike targeted the Egyptian port city of Damietta,
damaging a U.S. gas facility and highlighting Iran’s expanding pressure campaign.
Meanwhile, tens of thousands of migrants crossed from Morocco into Ceuta, Spain’s North
African enclave, on July 30, many swimming around a breakwater due to lax Moroccan
border controls; dozens drowned in the process. Lebanese security forces raided a Beirut
home amid a family dispute and discovered a large weapons cache. Interrogations
revealed the cache belonged to a member of Hezbollah, underscoring ongoing security
concerns in Lebanon (FDD; FDD; Long War Journal).

A 21-year-old German man, who had previously attempted to join the Islamic State,
allegedly carried out a deadly vehicle-ramming attack at Berlin’s Pride festival, killing one
person and injuring 29 others. Former Marine and New York Times journalist Thomas
Gibbons-Neff recently returned to Afghanistan seeking accountability and closure by
locating a Taliban commander he had confronted in 2010. Analysts Bill Roggio and Will
Selber evaluated the merits of Gibbons-Neff’s recent visit and its implications (Long War
Journal; Long War Journal).

Global Macro & Geopolitics

Two Republican senators demanded a written assurance that former President Trump
would not revive a controversial policy proposal. Antoni Vives, a policy analyst and former
Deputy Mayor of Barcelona, provided a nuanced geopolitical analysis of the Ceuta
migration crisis, emphasizing that the situation cannot be understood solely as a
humanitarian emergency or a spontaneous wave of migration but rather as deeper
political dynamics. Following the first joint intervention in 15 years by US and Japanese
officials, the yen experienced significant volatility, reflecting their commitment to
defending the currency. Oil prices declined after President Trump canceled planned
military strikes in the Middle East and announced that US-Iran negotiations are set to
resume. Rebecca Walser of Walser provided further insights into these developments (BBC
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https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/07/former-israeli-prime-minister-says-qatar-funded-irans-irgc.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/07/former-israeli-prime-minister-says-qatar-funded-irans-irgc.php
https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2026/08/01/trumps-board-of-peace-proposal-has-hit-a-roadblock-amid-reconstruction-of-gaza-strip/
https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2026/07/31/drone-strike-on-egypt-spotlights-irans-expanding-pressure-campaign/
https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2026/07/31/border-crisis-exposes-spains-self-inflicted-migration-mess/
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/07/lebanese-security-forces-incidentally-discover-hezbollah-weapons-cache-during-raid.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/07/suspect-in-deadly-berlin-pride-attack-pledged-allegiance-to-islamic-state-prosecutors-say.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/07/suspect-in-deadly-berlin-pride-attack-pledged-allegiance-to-islamic-state-prosecutors-say.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/07/generation-jihad-seeking-forgiveness-from-the-taliban.php
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c3w05gx32d4o?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss


News; France24; Bloomberg).

Additional reports from Reuters and EIN Presswire provide further context on ongoing
geopolitical tensions and economic pressures affecting global alliances, sovereign debt
concerns, trade disruptions, and energy security challenges (Reuters; EIN Presswire).

Pestilence & Global Health

An experimental antiviral pill demonstrated effectiveness in preventing the spread of a
measles-like virus among ferrets, blocking transmission both through the air and close
contact. Administered shortly before or after exposure, the drug also reduced illness
duration and contagiousness, suggesting potential for future human use. Scientists have
restored the efficacy of vancomycin, a powerful antibiotic compromised by bacterial
resistance, by combining it with a small molecule called pghi-4 that inhibits a bacterial
enzyme associated with resistance. Researchers are also applying evolutionary theory to
cancer treatment, proposing rapid, carefully timed switches between therapies to prevent
tumor resistance and improve cure rates, according to mathematical models (ScienceDaily
; ScienceDaily; ScienceDaily).

Researchers have mapped how influenza A virus hijacks human cells, revealing a
surprising mechanism that dissolves small nuclear structures and releases proteins the
virus may use for replication. This detailed molecular understanding could identify new
drug targets and aid in studying dangerous flu strains. Additionally, a naturally occurring
compound found in foods like wheat germ, mushrooms, and aged cheese may enhance
vaccine response in older adults. In a small pilot trial, spermidine supplements were given
to adults over 65 following their third COVID-19 vaccine dose, showing promising results in
strengthening immune protection (ScienceDaily; ScienceDaily).

Natural Disasters & Signs in the Heavens

The United States Geological Survey recorded a magnitude 1.6 earthquake near Cobb,
California, and a magnitude 5.0 earthquake near Suez, Egypt. Additionally, a magnitude
6.8 earthquake occurred near Uto, Japan. In Argentina, a magnitude 4.6 earthquake struck
at a depth of 182.5 kilometers, affecting approximately 8,000 people within a 100-
kilometer radius (USGS; USGS; USGS; GDACS).

Middle Eastern Artifacts
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c3w05gx32d4o?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://www.france24.com/en/ceuta-migrant-crisis-far-right-govts-ridiculously-using-these-images-to-stoke-fear-for-votes
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2026-08-03/bloomberg-brief-08-03-26-video
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMiswFBVV95cUxNMk55Zmo5LUQ5c1VsbzNKVDFjamtuWGM2aWN1VGZnaTVHQnltQ1JCWGVUMlVfa3Bqa09tTzl4cmtmMmUtc3pEM0dsM0xoMDNDSm9hVld5X2hza0NyMk9iTGwySnJ6Y0pQakRaS0cxRm9TdVlWeFVaQzFkMUhIc3NrZW54X21fOHVDRG5VTlhaQW1YdWRRVG5qZzFyRjVCNGdxZUpSZ0JYWEhZQmFiRThrX1d2aw?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMi8gFBVV95cUxQM2RCY1RaeTlBaWRhekttOWhiejdXN3Nobk1aeWY4Vmp1UWZqVkNBLXFULWVTOWhzNG5oX2RNcldwYWp0UVVrWUZYNEZCdTNtV2xUYTIxVnE4RG9aM25iZnM2MTVMVWY5dGpPSXZxWUtJbThTTENfb1k4VVROZUlqOUJWSlRLVC1HME9WT1JrMHdpUnVmX29Xa2R4UG1NTk1RODFkSDFDODU0eTk5bGlVZzg5RkxPY3VpVGxCZExfSEcxbGpUZmpwdWc0NWRzUlNlMGNrVXdHN2hoS3p0RHc0X3JEZ0Zxb1hyT0tyUFFIZDR6dw?oc=5
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/07/260724061431.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/07/260722032108.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/07/260716023607.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/07/260721000816.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/07/260719035951.htm
https://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/eventpage/nc75410587
https://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/eventpage/us6000thpb
https://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/eventpage/us6000tgb9
https://www.gdacs.org/report.aspx?eventtype=EQ&eventid=1555894


By חלודב-רלסקו תימולש and ןורקוש ןתמ, published on August 3, 2026. This volume, authored
by Shlomit Weksler-Bdolah and Matan Chocron, presents the results of excavations at
Paneas conducted by Z.U. Ma’oz in the area that housed the Roman-period sanctuary of
Pan (Paneion). The publication offers detailed archaeological insights into this historically
significant site (Israel Antiquities Authority; Israel Antiquities Authority).

Archaeologists recently uncovered a Ramesside-era tomb belonging to “Paser” on Luxor’s
west bank. An Egyptian archaeological mission also discovered three New Kingdom rock-
cut tombs at the Bubasteion Necropolis in Saqqara. These findings contribute to the
growing body of knowledge about ancient Egyptian burial practices and religious sites (
Israel Antiquities Authority; BiblePlaces).

SPEARNET
Living as Bereans

Page 4
© 2025 SpearNet | www.spearnet.org | All Rights Reserved

https://publications.iaa.org.il/ha-esi/vol138/iss2/57
https://publications.iaa.org.il/ha-esi/vol138/iss1/57
https://publications.iaa.org.il/iaareports/84
https://www.bibleplaces.com/blog/2026/08/weekend-roundup-part-2-313/

