4 SPEARNET
[ rYy]

g'l l Living as Bereans

Global Watch Daily - August 1, 2026
Global Watch Daily - August 1, 2026

A concise summary of significant developments in Israel and the world through a grounded
Christian worldview.

Israel & Jerusalem

One hundred eleven lawmakers have expressed concern that a barrier constructed by
residents of Carmel is preventing children from the Palestinian village of Umm Al-Kheir
from attending school. Israeli officials counter that a safe alternative route is available.
Meanwhile, settler violence against Palestinians is increasing in the West Bank, coinciding
with the expansion of settlements and outposts. Hamas has announced its acceptance of a
disarmament plan for Gaza, which would involve laying down arms and the withdrawal of
Israeli troops from the territory (JNS; BBC News; BBC News).

The complex realities of politics, ongoing conflict, pervasive distrust, and the devastation
in Gaza will complicate any agreement. If implemented, the disarmament plan could
remove a major obstacle to advancing the Trump-backed peace initiative in Gaza.
However, the path forward remains fraught with challenges (BBC News; BBC News; Al

Jazeera).

Wars & Security (Israel and Region)

US President Donald Trump unveiled a 15-point roadmap from the Board of Peace that
proposes transferring governance and security responsibilities in Gaza. The plan
conditions verified Hamas disarmament on a phased Israeli withdrawal, though the
sequencing of these steps remains a matter of dispute. In Afghanistan, three anti-Taliban
resistance groups launched separate operations across Badakhshan province over two
weeks, temporarily overrunning a district center and attacking Taliban positions in
multiple districts, despite no evidence of direct coordination among the groups. Israel
accused Hezbollah of launching an explosive-laden drone at its positions on the Ali Al
Taher Ridge on July 29, violating a ceasefire that has been in effect since June 19.
Hezbollah has neither claimed responsibility nor denied the Israeli allegations (Long War
Journal; Long War Journal; Long War Journal).
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Former Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Bennett has pledged to designate Qatar as an “enemy
state” if reelected, citing Qatar’s alleged financial support for Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps. Meanwhile, Egypt, which had previously observed Iran’s regional activities
from a distance, experienced a drone strike on the port city of Damietta on July 29,
damaging a U.S. gas facility and highlighting Iran’s expanding pressure campaign. On July
30, tens of thousands of migrants crossed from Morocco into Ceuta, a Spanish enclave on
the North African coast, with many swimming around a breakwater amid lax Moroccan
border controls; dozens drowned in the process. This surge in migration has exposed
Spain’s ongoing challenges in managing border security and migration policy (Long War
Journal; FDD; FDD).

The United States imposed two rounds of sanctions on Tehran within two days, on July 29
and 30, targeting elements of Iran’s activities in the strategic Strait of Hormuz. However,
critics note that foreign financial enablers remain largely untouched. In northeastern
Afghanistan, anti-Taliban resistance groups intensified their operations in Badakhshan
province, resulting in the Taliban losing control of its first district in the region. Lebanese
security forces conducted a raid on a residence in Beirut over a family dispute, during
which they uncovered a large weapons cache. Interrogations reportedly revealed that the
cache belonged to a member of Hezbollah (FDD; FDD; Long War Journal).

A 21-year-old German man, who reportedly had previously attempted to join the Islamic
State, carried out a deadly vehicle-ramming attack at Berlin’s Pride festival, resulting in
one death and 29 injuries. Former Marine and New York Times journalist Thomas Gibbons-
Neff recently returned to Afghanistan seeking accountability and closure, specifically
pursuing a Taliban commander he had confronted in 2010. Analysts Bill Roggio and Will
Selber have evaluated the merits of Gibbons-Neff’'s recent visit to the country (Long War
Journal; Long War Journal).

Global Macro & Geopolitics

Clashes have erupted between the Tigray People’s Liberation Front and the Ethiopian
federal army in a contested area of northern Tigray, raising fears of renewed conflict. The
previous war in Tigray from 2020 to 2022 resulted in approximately 600,000 deaths, and
the region has yet to recover. The United States is engaged in mediation efforts to prevent
further escalation. In India, the youth-led Cockroach Movement has gained momentum,
with protests over leaked exam papers and rising unemployment leading to the
resignation of the country’s education minister. Bloomberg News Senior Reporter Dan
Strumpf discussed these developments and their implications. In the United States,
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consumers are facing another surge in gasoline prices without the cushion of federal tax
refunds that had previously mitigated the impact during earlier fuel cost spikes related to
the Iran conflict (France24; Bloomberg; Bloomberqg).

Additional analysis from Bloomberg highlights recent strategic decisions, including orders
from former President Trump regarding Iran and potential impacts on Federal Reserve

meetings (Bloomberg).

Pestilence & Global Health

An experimental antiviral pill successfully prevented the airborne and close-contact spread
of a measles-like virus in ferrets. The medication was effective when administered shortly
before or after exposure, reducing illness duration and contagiousness. Researchers
suggest this drug could eventually be adapted for human use. Scientists have also
restored the efficacy of vancomycin, a powerful antibiotic compromised by bacterial
resistance, by pairing it with a small molecule called pghi-4 that inhibits a bacterial
enzyme associated with resistance. Additionally, evolutionary theory is being applied to
cancer treatment by rapidly switching therapies before tumors develop resistance, with
mathematical models indicating that this approach could improve cure rates (ScienceDaily
; ScienceDaily; ScienceDaily).

Researchers have mapped how influenza A virus commandeers human cells, revealing a
surprising mechanism that dissolves nuclear structures to release proteins the virus uses
for replication. This detailed molecular understanding may identify new drug targets and
aid in the study of dangerous flu strains. Spermidine, a naturally occurring compound
found in foods such as wheat germ, mushrooms, and aged cheese, may enhance vaccine
responses in older adults. In a small pilot trial, adults over 65 who received spermidine
supplements after their third COVID-19 vaccine dose showed improved immune protection
(ScienceDaily; ScienceDaily).

Natural Disasters & Signs in the Heavens

The United States Geological Survey recorded a magnitude 2.7 earthquake near
Cloverdale, California, and a magnitude 5.6 earthquake near Port McNeill, Canada (USGS;
USGS).

Additionally, a magnitude 6.8 earthquake was recorded near Uto, Japan. Australia issued a
green forest fire notification, indicating ongoing wildfire monitoring and response efforts (

Page 3
© 2025 SpearNet | www.spearnet.org | All Rights Reserved


https://www.france24.com/en/africa-fighting-erupts-in-ethiopia-s-tigray
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2026-08-01/india-youth-protests-shake-modi-government-video
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-08-01/rising-fuel-prices-hit-americans-now-without-tax-refunds-to-tap
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/audio/2026-08-01/trump-orders-new-iran-attack-warsh-could-cut-fed-meetings-more
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/07/260724061431.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/07/260722032108.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/07/260716023607.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/07/260721000816.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/07/260719035951.htm
https://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/eventpage/nc75409602
https://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/eventpage/us6000thej

4 SPEARNET
[ rYy]

g'l‘& Living as Bereans

USGS; GDACS).

Middle Eastern Artifacts

The first volume of a two-part series presents the results of excavations at Paneas
conducted by Z.U. Ma’oz in the area that housed the sanctuary of Pan (Paneion),
established during the Roman period. Excavations revealed six squares with three distinct
strata: Stratum | from the British Mandate era; Stratum Il from the Middle Ages; and
Stratum Il from the Byzantine period. Most artifacts discovered correspond to these
historical layers (Israel Antiquities Authority; Israel Antiquities Authority).

A fragment of a large stele belonging to the Assyrian king Ashurbanipal (669-631 BC) was
uncovered at Nineveh. The front side features a high-relief sculpture of the king, while the
reverse side appears to document aspects of his reign. In the City of David, burnt
sycamore beams dating to the First Temple period were discovered during the Givati
parking lot excavation. Researchers believe these beams were part of the roof of an inner
courtyard destroyed by fire (BiblePlaces; BiblePlaces).
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