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A concise summary of significant developments in Israel and the world through a grounded
Christian worldview.

Israel & Jerusalem

“The Quad” is a dynamic weekly panel show hosted by Fleur Hassan-Nahoum, Israel’s
innovation envoy and former deputy mayor of Jerusalem. The series features a
powerhouse lineup of bold, insightful women who address the most pressing stories from
Israel, the Middle East, and the Jewish world. “The Meira K Show” offers a fresh, unfiltered
perspective on society and politics in Israel and the Middle East. With her trademark
energy and candor, Meira K tackles stories often ignored or distorted by mainstream
media, providing clarity, courage, and context in real time. Recently, Mamdani retracted
his earlier threat to arrest Netanyahu on a warrant issued by the International Criminal
Court, acknowledging he lacked the legal authority to do so. (JNS; JNS; BBC News)

Al Jazeera reports a series of recent attacks posing dangers to the safety of Israel Defense
Forces troops, according to the military. These attacks follow a violent clash near the
village of Tal between settlers and Palestinians, which resulted in the deaths of four
Palestinians and two Israelis. (Al Jazeera; INS; BBC News)

Wars & Security (Israel and Region)

Syria is intensifying its energy and infrastructure cooperation efforts as part of a broader
strategy to achieve economic recovery and enhance its regional influence. Damascus is
also focused on rebuilding state institutions, exemplified by the recent graduation of 1,000
new air force cadets. Meanwhile, Ukraine faces leadership changes after President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy dismissed his popular defense minister. This upheaval has led to the
appointment of a widely respected, modern military officer as Ukraine’s new top general, a
development that may ultimately strengthen the country’s defense. The United States
continues its air campaign against Iran-backed groups, but despite claims of degrading
Iran’s threat, the ongoing operations have yet to produce decisive results. In a detailed
discussion, experts from Generation Jihad and the Foundation for Defense of Democracies
analyze Iran’s breaking point and the broader regional implications. (Long War Journal;
Long War Journal; Long War Journal)
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https://www.jns.org/jns-tv/the-quad/is-irans-regime-falling-apart
https://www.jns.org/jns-tv/meira-k-show/what-is-trumps-plan-for-the-middle-east
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c5yegvd9ddeo?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://news.google.?oc=5
https://www.jns.org/news/israel-news/two-israeli-civilians-cross-border-into-syria-idf-says
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cjrv77gl4deo?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/07/syria-focuses-on-energy-deals-works-to-revive-infrastructure-and-institutions.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/07/analysis-ukraines-defense-leadership-crisis-becomes-blessing-in-disguise.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/07/generation-jihad-what-is-irans-breaking-point.php
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The Houthi movement declared a complete maritime blockade of Saudi Arabia, citing it as
a response to blockades imposed by the Saudi-led coalition supporting Yemen’s
internationally recognized government. Saudi Arabia condemned the blockade and vowed
to protect its shipping, though multiple commercial vessels are rerouting to avoid the Bab
al-Mandeb Strait. In the Indo-Pacific, decades of stability based on the assumption that the
United States would lead any regional response are now challenged by China’s assertive
actions and former President Trump’s unpredictability. This shift is prompting strategic
recalibrations across Asia. The United States, despite producing the world’s most
advanced weapons, faces urgent pressure to rebuild its munitions stockpiles as conflicts in
Ukraine and the Middle East demonstrate the critical need for sustained military supplies. (
Long War Journal; FDD; FDD)

The United States has paused strikes against Iran to allow diplomatic talks some space,
raising cautious hopes for conflict resolution. In the United Kingdom, Ana Yang provided
testimony to Parliament’s Energy Security and Net Zero Committee, outlining the UK'’s role
in international climate policy. Meanwhile, ongoing tensions in the Middle East continue to
influence U.S. military and diplomatic strategies. (FDD; FDD; Chatham House)

Somalia announced that it, along with international partners, conducted a targeted
operation earlier this month that resulted in the death of Maalin Jinow lbrahim, a reported
co-founder of Shabaab and member of its central shura council. However, Al Qaeda’s East
African branch has not yet confirmed his death. Concurrently, Iraqi Prime Minister Ali al
Zaidi is navigating a delicate balance in relations with Washington and regional actors
amid ongoing security challenges. (Long War Journal; Long War Journal)

Global Macro & Geopolitics

The United States has halted attacks on Iran to provide diplomatic talks with some
breathing room, raising cautious hopes for a peaceful resolution. In Canada, economic
pessimism has begun to fade as concerns over weak growth and rising energy prices
diminish, signaling a more optimistic outlook among Canadians. (BBC News; Bloomberg)

Kuwait has secured its largest-ever foreign direct investment through a pipeline
partnership and has also issued $6 billion in bonds, signaling a strategic effort to
strengthen its economic position amid regional uncertainties. (Bloomberg; Reuters)

Pestilence & Global Health
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https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/07/houthis-announce-blockade-of-saudi-arabia-ships-reroute-to-avoid-bab-al-mandeb-strait.php
https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2026/07/27/trumps-unpredictability-and-chinas-bullying-force-a-reaction-in-asia/
https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2026/07/27/the-us-military-must-race-to-rebuild-its-supply-of-munitions/
https://www.fdd.org/in_the_news/2026/07/26/u-s-pauses-iran-strikes-amid-diplomatic-push/
https://www.fdd.org/in_the_news/2026/07/25/the-iran-war-u-s-military-munitions-defense-spending-and-the-axis-of-aggressors/
https://www.chathamhouse.org/2026/07/director-environment-and-society-centre-gives-evidence-uk-parliament-energy-committee
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/07/somalia-claims-killing-of-senior-shabaab-leader.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/07/iran-renews-attacks-on-kurdish-iranian-opposition-groups-in-iraq.php
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/clyj834jn5lo?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-07-27/canadians-pessimism-about-economy-is-fading-despite-trade-war-poll-says
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/newsletters/2026-07-27/wall-street-bets-14-billion-on-war-hit-kuwait-signs-of-saudi-uae-unity
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMiogFBVV95cUxOVHhXdm1LMW9wUmp6UHctWldmTGpCQWlBOWVTdk5GeEtuMzNYQU42TGlWWXQtSDAxeE1aa3JvNFRDRUx6WVB5eGliS21TMEluRkJEUndXeHE1MUYzUVZlZG9CQ1V4VXFITFIyMEhJNUNlczhueTJpX2FjbFBoSmVkSnZJX0pQOS05RExueWpHMGpRMElqUTBVV0lqajBCRG9Kc1E?oc=5
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An experimental pill has been shown to prevent the spread of a measles-like virus in
ferrets, blocking transmission through the air and close contact. The drug was effective
when administered shortly before or after exposure, reducing both iliness severity and
contagiousness. Researchers suggest this medication could eventually be used to control
similar viral outbreaks in humans. In antibiotic research, scientists have revived the
efficacy of vancomycin, a powerful antibiotic compromised by bacterial resistance. By
pairing vancomycin with a small molecule called pghi-4, which inhibits a bacterial enzyme
linked to resistance, they have restored its potency. Additionally, researchers are applying
evolutionary theory to cancer treatment, proposing rapid and carefully timed switches
between therapies to prevent tumors from developing resistance, potentially improving
cure rates. (ScienceDaily; ScienceDaily; ScienceDaily)

Scientists have mapped how influenza A virus commandeers human cells, revealing a
surprising mechanism that dissolves tiny nuclear structures to release proteins the virus
uses to reproduce. This detailed molecular understanding could guide the development of
new antiviral drugs and improve studies of dangerous flu strains. A naturally occurring
compound called spermidine, found in foods such as wheat germ, mushrooms, and aged
cheese, may enhance vaccine protection in older adults. In a small pilot trial, adults over
65 who received spermidine supplements following their third COVID-19 vaccine dose
showed improved immune responses. Research also indicates that tiny plastic particles in
drinking water, known as nanoplastics, can strengthen harmful bacterial biofilms, making
them more resistant to treatment and posing additional health risks. (ScienceDaily;
ScienceDaily; ScienceDaily)

Natural Disasters & Signs in the Heavens

An earthquake occurred on July 27, 2026, at 12:25:14 UTC near 33.488°N, 116.499°W,
with a depth of 12.11 kilometers (7.52 miles). Another quake struck at 11:59:47 UTC near
4.485°S, 153.341°E, at a depth of 114.65 kilometers (71.24 miles; USGS; USGS)

On July 23, 2026, at 10:21:43 UTC, an earthquake with a magnitude of 4.9 occurred near
35.902°N, 100.976°W, at a depth of 5.69 kilometers (3.53 miles). Additionally, on July 27,
2026, at 10:46:54 AM, a magnitude 4.9 earthquake struck New Caledonia at a depth of
116.876 kilometers, potentially affecting a small number of people within a 100-kilometer
radius. (USGS; GDACS)

Middle Eastern Artifacts
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https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/07/260724061431.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/07/260722032108.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/07/260716023607.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/07/260721000816.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/07/260719035951.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/07/260714225532.htm
https://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/eventpage/ci40662034
https://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/eventpage/us7000t3ng
https://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/eventpage/tx2026ojlaky
https://www.gdacs.org/report.aspx?eventtype=EQ&eventid=1554354

4 SPEARNET
[ rYy]

g'l‘& Living as Bereans

A salvage excavation west of Tel Iztabba uncovered a settlement dating to the
Intermediate Bronze Age. This site consists of three architectural complexes, each
comprising one or more structures, providing valuable insight into the period’s habitation
patterns. (Israel Antiquities Authority)

Archaeologists discovered a fragment of a large stele belonging to the Assyrian king
Ashurbanipal (669-631 BC) at Nineveh. The front side displays a high-relief sculpture of
the king, while the reverse appears to document aspects of his reign. Additionally, burnt
sycamore beams from the First Temple period were found during excavations at the Givati
parking lot in the City of David. Researchers believe these beams were part of the roof of
an inner courtyard destroyed by fire. (BiblePlaces; BiblePlaces)
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https://publications.iaa.org.il/qadum/vol2/iss1/39
https://www.bibleplaces.com/blog/2026/07/weekend-roundup-part-2-312/
https://www.bibleplaces.com/blog/2026/07/weekend-roundup-part-1-307/

