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g'l l Living as Bereans

Grafting the Church Into Israel’s Root

The relationship between Israel and the Church emerges as a profound theological inquiry,
intricately woven throughout Scripture. Central to this discourse is the understanding of
covenantal promises, wherein God, in His sovereignty, binds Himself to a people and a
land, as seen in the narratives of the Old Testament. The joy of the Law and the Prophets,
as expressed in Nehemiah 8:8, underscores the significance of God’s word in shaping the
identity of His chosen people. In the New Testament, the Church is seen as grafted into
these promises, embracing the foundational truths of God’s covenant with Israel while also
heralding the new creation in Christ. The Bereans’ noble reception of the Word in Acts
17:11 exemplifies the call for discernment in studying these connections, inviting believers
to deeply explore how the narratives of Israel inform the life of the Church today. Thus, the
exploration of covenant land and people reveals the continuity of God’s redemptive plan
across both Testaments.

Understanding the relationship between Israel and the Church is vital for grasping the
fullness of God’s redemptive plan as revealed throughout Scripture. Romans 15:4 reminds
us that the things written aforetime were for our learning, guiding our doctrine, worship,
and discipleship. The covenant made with Israel lays the foundation for God’s faithfulness,
demonstrating His unwavering commitment to a people chosen for His purposes. In this
light, the Church is seen not as a replacement but as a continuation and fulfillment of
God’s promises, drawing from the rich heritage of Israel while being grafted into the same
covenantal blessings. This theological framework invites believers to engage deeply with
their spiritual roots, fostering a greater appreciation for God’s overarching narrative. As
such, a proper understanding of the interplay between Israel and the Church enriches our
worship and strengthens our discipleship, leading to a more profound relationship with the
God who calls both to Himself.
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